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China damands U.S. apology 

' DUBAI (R) -- China on Sunday demanded, a public apology and 


a Chinese slop was oc* carrying banned' dieaiical weapons material for 
Iran- The Yinhe was' shadowed by the U.S. Navy for more than three 
mee tean ddemed en&y to Gutf ports because ef Washington's -charges it 
w a cao'go, i^The Qnneae side has eveiy reason to demand 

that the U.S. side apologise in public, compensate its loss and pledge not 
to create socb incident jn the future," Ownesn Foreign Ministry official 
^/"*K* , *g**kl in a statement scot to Renters. A copy of the inspection : 
report obtained by Rentes sakt “The xompiete inspection .of all the 
sbmtA the Yinhe showed conclusively that the two chemicals 
■dnomglyod and thkmyl chloride were not among the ship's cargo. The 
l^. government undertakes to inform the government tf the countries 
wmodK ..- Yinhe had been scheduled to call (on) of the results of this 
iwyocno n and to seek to ensure a smooth entry of the ship inot tbe ports 
-concerned to nwinxi jt* cargo.” 
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Colombia sefaes U5. plane packed! with dynamite 

SAN ANDRES, COLOMBIA, (AFP) *— Colombian authorities 
seized a U.S. plane packed with three tonnes of dynamite bound 
for Ecuador and arrested two U.S. citizens and a Dutch man on 
board, officials said Saturday. The G47 had taken off from 
Miami, Florida, and had stopped to refuel on Colombia's San 
Andres Island in the Caribbean when airport inspectors disco- 
vered the cargo. The aircraft's final destination was Guayaquil, 
Ecuador. Local prosecutors are investigating the dynamite 
shipment. 
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for Israeli- Palestinian agreement 

Arafat has conveyed 'full package’ of proposal 

Accord begins a process leading to implementation of 242 and is 
the decision of the sole, legitimate representative of Palestinians 
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By AymanAl Safari! 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — HBs Majesty King 
Hussein Saturday extended une- 
quivocal support for the 
ralestinian-Israeti agreement on 
Gaza and Jericho, saying it is a 
“serious comprehensive attempt” 
towards achieving just and lasting 
peace in the Middle East. 

Describing the agreement as 
part of a process leading to the 
implementation of United Na- 
tions Security Councfl resolutions 
242-apd 338, King Hussein said 
die agreement was "a very se- 
rious movement forward.” 

Eng Hussein told reporters 
that Palestinian leader Yasser 
Arafat- Friday provided him with 
the foH details of the agreement, 
which die FLO reached with 
Israel in secret .negotiation with 
die Israeli govern m e n t in Nor- 
way 

“Yesterday I received what I 
might have .inputted to receive a 
little earlier from foe Palestinian 


r) 

Arafat: A complete package of 
all that has been readied so far 
and in detail, ** Eng Hussein told 
a press c o nfe re nce. 

“I believe that what I received 
suggests to me that it is a very 
serious comprehensive attempt 
on both sides involved in this 
negotiation to move forward to- 
wards the establishment of a just 
and durable peace,” die King 
said. 

“Fve read (the details of the 
accord) thoroughly and can only 
say what I said earlier that our 
position is one of support for die 
independent Palestinian position 
and for the Palestine liberation 
Organisation, the sole legitimate 
representative of the Palestinian 
people,” the King said. 

King Hussein raid die Zsraeli- 
Palestiman deal cannot be de- 
scribed as a Gaza- Jericho option 
accord because, based on in- 
formation he has, it is part of a 
process leading to the imple- 


Arafat 

appreciates 

support 


Eng Hussein said the Oslo 
accord does not impose on Jor- 
dan any role as initially under- 
stood, out invites it to participate 


PALESTINIAN letter Yasser 
Arafat Saturday w ar nty «d> 

“We highly appreciate the 
atari effafl support aMooced 
by His Majesty King Hunefa,” 
Mr. Arafat odd In a statement 
reported by the relirihileii 
news agency WAFA. “TMe is a 
tirit m r ta fae of the i lfriarm 
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■re raBwcca Dtivuii w two 
bratfaerly peopefa.” 

mentation of Resolution 242. 

"So I will only reemphasise our 
foil support for die (PLO),” he 
said. 


in die discussions of issues 
ing with the human dimension 
and other problems, particularly 
refugees. 

And “this is perfectly alright It 
is an invitation," King Hussein 
said. 

Jordan initially understood that 
its role was already agreed upon 
by die Israelis ana the PLO and 
vehemently rejected “any agree- 
ments to which it is not a sgna- 
tory." 

The King, however, said the 
agreement has changed the 
“situation’' and adjustments in 
the positions of the Arab parties 
2 — lived in peace negotiations 


with Israel will have to be made. 

The first of these adjustments 
could lead to the separation of 
'tiie joint Jordanian-Palestiman 
delegation to the. peace process, 
the King said. 


He said Jordan provided the 
Palestinians with an “umbrella" 
to the peace talks in order to 
enable them to repres e nt the 
Palestinian people in negotiating 
their future. 

But “once and when mutual 
recognition occurs, and I believe 
this is possible, between the 
Israelis and the Palestinians, then 
probably there would be no need 
tor this umbrella to be there.” 

Jordan, however, wifi continue 
to extend the most possible sup- 
port to die FLO, which die King 
repeatedly described as the sole; 
legitimate representative of the 
Palestinian people. 

He also said that the joint 
coordination committees framed 
by Jordan and the PLO in July 
will have to be “reshaped" in 
light of the agreement, which he 
described as having the founda- 
tion to deal with every aspect of 
the Palestinian problem. 
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Kl n g,Af s a4 
exchange views 




AMMAN (J.T.) — His Majesty 
Eng Hussein and Syrian Resi- 
dent Hafez A1 Assad had a tele- 
phone conversation Saturday and 
excha nged views on issues, of 
mutual concern and Arab issues, 
the Jordan News Agency, Petra, 
said. The agency said “the new 
developments m Arab issues" 
were discussed. 

King cancels China 
vfiit 

AMMAN (J.T.) — His Majesty 
King Hussein has derided to catt- 
ed a trip to China- later tins 
month became of developments 
in the Middle East, a spokesman 
for die royal palace said on Satur- 
day. The Eng was to visit China 
from Sept. 13 to 16 and travel to 
Thailand and Singapore, the 
spokesman said. 

Crown Prince 
returns froiaEurope • 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Royal 
Crown 
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Prince Hasten 
returned to Jordan Saturday 
. evening after a -visit to Europe. 
Prince Hassan was received by 
Their Royal Highnesses Prince 
Faisal Ben AI Hussein, Prince 
Ghazi Ben Mohammad, and 
Prince Ali Ben Nayef, as well as 
Prime Minister Abdul Salam A1 
Majafi, Speaker of the Senate 
Ahmad AlLawzi, Chief of the 
Royal Court Khaled AT Karaki 
and other officials. 

A! Nahdah gets 
Cabinet approval . 

AMMAN (Petra)— Tbe Council 
of Ministers has given its consent 
to die publication, of .a pofitical 

daily newspaper in Amman under 

die name AI Nahdah. The new 
daily, which wifi be published by 
the Jordanian Arab Company for 
Press and Publication and Dis- 
tribution, will be - headed by 
MohammadDaoutfich ns chief 
editor. 

Arafat expected in 
Syria soon 

DAMASCUS (R) — YasserAra- 
fat is expected to hold tafia in 
Syria soon on the Palestinians* 
interim sdf-rule deal with Is ra e l . 


One source said the .Writ- would 
be "the most important leg in an 
Arab tour" by Mr. Arafat 

Algeria getanew 
cabinet 

ALGIERS -(AFP) r-. Algerian 
Prime Minister Redha Maleic 
Saturday formed an 25-member 
govfanment after 15 days ofpob- 
trart wasultatiotw, official 
modes some mured brae Satur- 


King: Israel-PLO accord has no bearing 
on elections, which will be held as scheduled 

No government ‘deal’ with anyone on equal-opportunity polls 


By P.V. Vfrekanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Developments in 
the Middle East peace process 
wifi have no impact on Jordan’s 
plans to hold partiamentazy elec- 
tions on Nov. 8. His Majesty 
Eng Hussein said Saturday. 

The King was answering a 
question during a press confer- 
ence on die possibility of many 
Palestinians r e turnin g to the West 
Bank in the wake of the recent 
breakthrough in Israeli- 
Palestinian peace negotiations. 

Many of die Palestinians who 
fled the West Bank when farad, 
occupied the t errito ry in die 1967 
war are Jordanian nationals and, 
are registered voters. 

The question itself seemed to 
have stemm ed from assertions 
from certain Jordanian “national- 
ist” praties that they could fare 
better in die elections if the polls 
were postponed and hdd after 
Palestinians who audit want to 
return to the West Bank did so. 

“In regard to elections, there is 
nothing new at this stage that I 
ram add,”- said the King. 

“Jordanians are members of 
one family regardless of their 
origins. We hope that die elec- 
tions will take place at the 
appoin ted time to reflect our 
determination to preserve and 
bufld on democracy, pluralism 
and respect for human rights.” 


He added: “I hope it wifi be an 
example for others: The way it is 
conducted reflecting also the 
sense of • respo ns ibility of the 
Jordanian citizen at this stage, in 
terms of die critical position ... to 
create something new in their 


In die same context' of the 
possibility of Palestinians firing in 
Jordan being able to return to the 
West Bank, die Eng said it was 
not dear yet how tins issue wifi be 
addressed but affirmed that it was 
an issue that should be and would 
be dealt with in the negotiations 
.that are expected to follow die 
recent agreement between Israel 
and the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (see se pa rate stray). 

PLO Executive Committee 
member and Information chief 
Yasser Abed Rabbo said in Tunis 
Friday that the a g re e m e nt would 
allow up to 800,000 refugees who 
were forced out Of the West Bank 
in 1967 to return home. 

But, Israeli leaders, indudmg 
Foreign Minister Shimon Peres 
and Deputy Defence Minister 
Mordechai Gar rejected the 
assertion. 

“That is not the way I read the 
text” of die farael-FLO agree- 
ment, Mr. Peres said. 

According to Mr. Gur, “it is 
the worldwide view of the gov- 
ernment the right of return is 
unacceptable in this accord and 
will not allow any clause permit- 


ting refugees to return and flood 
fared." 

Informed Pa les t i n ian sources 
said, however, that the PLO was 
in sis tin g on indudmg a clause in 
agreement to make it dear that 
the issue of die refugees returning 
home would \fe tackled soon. 

“That is one of the keys to the 
entire process,” said an informed 
s o u rce. “Without that the accord 
wifi have a serious flaw.” 

In a draft of th e Isra el-PLO 
declaration of principles, the 


of “refugees” wifi be dealt, 
with in the “final status” negotia- 
tions scheduled to begin in the 
third year after Palestinian auton- 
omy begins in the occupied terri- 
tories. 

But the PLO leadership, in the 
face of fierce cr i t i c i s m of tie plan 
from Palestinian refugees in Jor- 
dan, Syria and Lebanon, is now 
seeking to “include some definite 
reference” that the subject will be 
discussed sooner thaa that to parity 
its co n stituency, said the source. 

During Saturday's press con- 
ference die King laughed away 
suggestions that the govern m ent 
and the Islamic Action F ront 
(IAF), the dominant Islamist 
group, had made a “safta” (deal) 
under which the front had drop- 
ped its threat to boycott the 
elections in protest against dm 
introduction of a one-person, 
one-vote change to the electoral 
system. 


“Whoever said that deserves a 
safa’a (slap),” the Eng joked. 

“There are no deals with any- 
body," be said. "The o p portu ni ty 
is open for everybody to shoulder 
their responsibilities and reflect 
the hoocmr of belonging to this 
country and its march.” 
“Enough slogans and talk that 
does not reflect the true sense of 
belonging,” die King said. “We 
respect our Constitution in our 
march that was crystallised 
through our National Charter and 
in our concentration on democra- 
cy, or shura if you want to rail it 
that, human rights and pluralism, 
and we all belong to one family 
of origin.” 

r. Abdul Latif Arabiyat, a 
promin e nt , member of the IAF 
and former speaker of the Lower 
House of parliament, also dismis- 
sed as tmfoutKhxl suggestions that 
the front had made a “deal” with 
the : government 
“Whoever is sug g est i n g that a 
deal was made has vested in- 
terests,” said Dr. Arabiyat. 

“It was our sense of national 
responsibility and unity that 
prompted us to decide to partici- 
pate m the elections inspite of 
everything ... the change to Elec- 
tion Law and all,” Dr. Arabiyat 
told the Jordan Times. 

“We are responsible citizens 
committed to upholding the 
democratic march, pluralism and 
higher national interests.’* 


Thousands of Israelis rally in support of peace 

sup po r t er s of the Popular Front 
for the Liberation of Palestine. 


Combined age nc y dispatches 

TEL AVIV — Tens of thousands 
of Israelis waving banners read- 
ing “our people are with peace” 
rallied Saturday in support of die 
ferad-Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) agreement on 
Palestinian autonomy. 

Organisers said there were 
110,000 'demonstrators, the 
largest rally since hundreds of 
Israelis took, to the streets to 
protest against the 1982 invasion 
of Lebanon. 

“After 15 years in which we 
have, been fighting against the 
Israeli government to have diem 
reconise the need to come to 
terms with the Palestinians, it has 
finally happened, and people 
want to express dtdr spprat,” 
said TraE Resbef, spokesman of 
the Peace Now group that orga- 
nised the rally. 

Meanwhile, PLO Chairman 
Yasser Arafat said in a rare intra- 
view with Israel TV in Tnhis that 
lead and the PLO were still 
rfjqera wong tern » of mutual rec- 
ognition. 


Mr. Arafat said his Fateh fac- 
tion had approved the Israel-PLO 
agreement on starting antonomy 
in the occupied. Gaza Strip and 
the West Bank town of Jericho. 

Slaking the hand of farad TV 
reporter Yoni Ben-Menachem, 
he said “let's meet- in Jericho.” 
Asked whether peace was on its 
.way, Mr. Arafat said: “peace has 
started.” 

Palestinian leader Faisal Hus- 
setni told Israelis Friday that 
20,000 to 30,000 PLO policemen 
were needed to maintain the 
peace in a Palestinian state' they 
want to declare in the occupied 
West Bank and Gaza Strip. 

■ Talking directly to the Israeli 
public on Israel Television, Hus- 
seini said that “less than half” of 
this , number were to come from . 
PLO forces from abroad. 

He said the forces would pre- 
vent any civil war between those 
who backed the peace deal and 
bardfineis who have vowed to 
fight it 

He assured the 120,000 Jewish 
settlers Irving in the occupied 
territories that they could stay. 


provided I they take on Palestinian 
citizenship. 

“A Palestinian state docs not 
object that there will also be 
those other than Muslims and 
Palestinians living there. Jews can 
be there too, but they should be 
part of the Palestinian state and 
not another,” Mr. Husseim said. 

Speaking in Hebrew fae learned 
in Israeli prisons where he was 
jailed for uprising activities, Mr. 
Husseim said be had no doubt the 
antonomy a g reement would lead 
to a state. 

“An independent Palestinian 
state will be set up in die West 
Bank and Gaza Strip and it wifi 
be m a confederation with Jor- 
dan,” Mr. Husseim said. 

Palestinian and Israeli propo- 
nents and opponents of the 
accord also staged demonstra- 
tions Satsrdity. 

Some' 300 Palestinians staged a pro- 
test, fi ring shots woo the v aad nr 
huffing grenades at an army pat- 
rol. Palestinians said. 

Bat no casualties were re- 
ported in the protest at the Rafah 
refugee camp, which involved 


. . Some' of the protestors are 
wanted by Israel’s domestic in- 
telligence agency, the Shin Beth, 
the -Palestinian sources said. 

Some 1,500 Palestinians in the 
West' Bank refugee camp of 
Kalandia rallied m support of the 
antonomy agreement. The de- 
monstrators waved posters of Mr. 
Arafat, flashed V signs and mar- 
ched to the sound of bagpipes. 

Opposition to the agreement 
appeared most intense in the 
impoverished Gaza Strip, a stron- 
ghold of. the Muslim fun- 


group Hamas. 

In Gaza City, Hamas graffiti 
near a mosque read Saturday: 
“Anyone from the Palestinian 
delegation who agrees with Gaza 
and Jericho will be killed by us, 
like Sadat.” Egyptian President 
Anwar Sadat, the first Arab lead- 
er to make peace with farad, was 
gunned down by Islamic mili- 
tants. 

Leaders of Israel’s Hawkish 

(Continued an page 10) . 


Jordan, Austria discuss 
peace process, relations 

King honours President Klestil with medal 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His Majes- 
ty Eng Hussein and Austrian 
President Thomas Klestil 
Saturday discussed the latest 
developments in the Middle 
East and Joidaman-Australian 
relations in all aspects, the 
Jordan News Agency, Petra, 


reported. 
Both le 


leaders expressed keen 
interest and concern to ensure 
that the 22-month-old Middle 
East peace process comes to 
fruition, the agency said. 

The King paid tribute to 
Austria's role in the intema- 
inde- 
lenna 
International 
forum on human rights in 
several decades in June this 
year. 

King Hussein conferred 
President Klestil the AI 




EDs Majesty King Hussein Saturday receives Austrian President 
Thomas Bests upon his arrival here on a two-day state visit (Photo 
by Yousef AI ’Allan) 


ahda Medal. 

The Austrian president, who 
arrived here Saturday evening 
on a state visit, was this guest eft 
honour along with a delegation 


accompanying him at a dinner 
hosted by the King and 
attended by senior officials. 

President Klestil was re- 
ceived upon arrival by King 


Hussein. The two-day visit 
aims at enhancing relations 
and mutual cooperaiton be- 
tween the two countries, Petra 
said. 


Arafat wins Fateh leaders’ 
okay for deal with Israel 


ConAfand agency dispatches 

"TUNIS — Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) Chairman 
Yasser Arafat announced here 
Saturday that he won the support, 
of his top aides for his controver- 
sial accord with Israel for limited 
Palestinian autonomy. 

Mr. Arafat told a press confer- 
ence that he “obtained the back- 
ing the Central Committee of 
the Fateh,” the main PLO fac- 
tion, for the accord on autonomy 
starting in the Gaza Strip and the 
West Bank town of Jericho. 

He said he would now submit 
the accord to the Palestine Cen- 
tral Councfl (PCC), which groups 
all die guerrilla movements in- 
cluding those opposed to the 
deal. 

But a senior PLO official, 
Farouk Kaddoomi, said four of 
die 12 committee members pre- 
sent rejected the accord and that 
the eight had only supported it on 
condition it be submitted to the 
100-member PCC. 

He added it might also have to 
be approved by the Palestine 
National CoundL 

Mr. Arafat said mutual recog- 
nition between the PLO and 
Israel to end 30 years of conflict 
would also take place “very 
quickly" in an exchange of letters 
between the two sides. 

He told reporters at his Tunis 
headquarters that the self-rule 
agreement “is final and there is 
no going back.” 


He said that some of the Arab 
. participants in the 22-month-old 
U.S. sponsored peace process — 
Syria, Jordan and Lebanon — 
were close to signing agreements 
with Israel. But he did not say 
which ones. 

Mr. Arafat said PLO officials 
were still finalising the plan with 
the Israelis. But he disclosed, 
without elaboration, that a dec- 
laration of “mutual recognition 
between Israel and the PLO" will 
be made “very soon.” 

By winning endorsement from 
the Fateh’s Central Committee, 
Mr. Arafat cleared a major hur- 
dle. 

Mr. Arafat has been subjected 
to fierce criticism by PLO offi- 
cials who object to his secret 
dealings with Israel behind their 
backs and the terms of the Gaza- 
Jericho plan. 

They claim he has made too 
many concessions to Israel with 
no guarantee that the West Bank 
and Gaza will eventually become 
an independent state. 

The Fateh committee meeting 
involved some heated exchanges, 
Palestinian sources reported. 

But one of Mr. Arafat’s senior 
aides, Bassam Abu Sharif, sought 
to gloss over that. He told the 
AP: “The chairman has emerged 
victorious despite some objec- 
tions, but the majority of the 
members endorsed his plan and 
voted for his policy on the peace 
talks." 


He gave no voting figures, but 
said: “He won a crushing major- 
ity." 

The Fateh Central Committee 
has 18 members but only 15 
attended the Tunis meeting. Of 
those, at least three had casti- 
gated Mr. Arafat. 

One, AI Tayeb Abdul Rahim, 
said the participants had prom- 
ised not to divulge who voted for 
or against the plan. 

He said Mr. Arafat has sum- 
moned an emergency meeting of 
the Executive Committee which 
could fake place as early as Sun- 
day if enough members can get to 
Tunis that fast. 

Mr. Arafat needed Fateh's en- 
dorsement before proposing the 
accord for approval by the com- 
mittee and the Palestine National 
CoundL 

Security around Mr. Arafat 
and his top aides was visibly 
tightened Saturday after death 
threats from extremists opposed 
to any dealings with Israel. 

PLO sources said that another 
warning had been relayed by 
Israeli parliament member Yael 
Dayan, daughter of Israeli war 
hero Gen. Moshe Dayan and who 
has visited Mr. Arafat twice this 
year in Tonis. 

The officials, speaking on con- 
dition of anonymity, said Ms. 
Dayan advised in a telephone call 
to Tonis Friday night that attacks 
by Palestinian extremists might 
be iminineut. 


Sept. 13 suggested for signing 


Combined agency dispatches 

PARIS — The United States 
has suggested SepL 13 as the date 
for the signing in Washington of a 
breakthrough peace agreement 
between Israel and Palestinians, 
Israeli Foreign Minister Shimon 
Peres said Saturday. 

An aide to Mr. Peres told 
Renters the Israeli minister dis- 
closed the date at a Paris hotel 
where he was holding talks with 
Norwegian Foreign Minister 
Johan Joeigen Holst, who is 
mediating between Israel and the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO). 

“The signing would be of the 
document which concerns auton- 
omy (for the occup i ed territor- 
ies), not for the mutual recogni- 
tion issue which does not require 
signatures,” the aide said, adding 
that Mr. Peres was due to return 
home late Saturday. 

In Washington, a PLO official 
said the United States was ready 
to organise a signing ceremony at 
5 White House for the agree- 
ment. 

“The Russians told us officially 
that the Americans are ready to 
set up a signing ceremony at the 
White House beginning on Sept. 
13 with the foreign ministers of 
die concerned parties attending,” 
said Nabil Shaath, coordinator of 
the Palestinian delegation to the 
peace talks. 


Russia is a co-sponsor with the 
United States of the Mideast 
peace talks which began 22 
months ago and has been played 
oat since in high-profile talks, 
most of them in Washington. The 
11th round of bilaterals began 
Aug. 13 and end SepL 14. 

But the breakthrough in the 
Israefi-Palestinian peace efforts 
came in secret negotiations in 
Norway that produced a draft 
agreement giving Palestinians li- 
mited self-rule in the Gaza Strip 
and the West Bank town of 
Jericho. 

Dr. Shaath said he was con- 
vinced the United States would 
recognise the PLO after Israel 
did. 

“We hope that the PLO and 
Israeli foreign affairs ministers 
(Farouk Kaddoumi and Peres) 
sign the agreement bat a lower 
level of representation has not 
been ruled out," he said. 

An Arab diplomatic source 
said that the foreign ministers of 
Arab states at the Washington 
bilaterals — Jordan, Lebanon 
and Syria — would attend the 
White Home ceremony, as well 
as Tunisia, which has hosted the 
PLO, and Saudi Arabia. 

Dr. Shaath said the accord 
could not be signed until the PLO 
and Israel granted each other 
diplomatic recognition and the 
agreement was given “total sup- 
port by Arabs and Palestinians.” 


“That could take some time," 
be said. 

PLO Chairman Yasser Arafat 
announced in Tunis Saturday that 
he won the support of his top 
aides for the accord (see separate 
story). 

Peres said on Friday that agree- 
ments for self-rule and mutual 
recognition between Israel and 
the PLO were separate issues that 
did not require simultaneous 
signing. 

Asked in Tunis about Israeli- 
PLO recognition, Mr. Yasser 
Arafat said on Saturday: “This is 
now under discussion and I think 
two fetters will be exchanged. 
“Asked when, he replied: "Very 
soon." 

Hassan Asfour, a PLO official 
involved in secret talks with 
Israel, has said the self-rule deal 
would not be signed until Israel 
recognised the PLO. 

Israel said on Friday it would 
prefer to sign the peace agree- 
ment with the PLO rather than 
with the organisation’s surrogates 
at the Middle East talks in ; 
Washington. 

An Egyptian newspaper said 
the PLO and Israel will announce 
they recognise each other next 
week. 

Mr. Arafat “will in the middle 
of next week hold a press confer- 
ence in Cairo or Tunis in which 

(Continued on page 10) 





.5*r.vv.j i.- 






Middle East News 


JORDAN TIMES, SUNDAY, SEPTEMBERS, 


Gulf states likely to join aid 
package for autonomy deal 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — Gulf 
Arab states are expected to con- 
tribute to international aid aimed 
at boosting a Palestinian auton- 
omy accord although they are at 
odds with the Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation (PLO), diplo- 
mats said Friday. 

“I think Gulf states will join 
other countries in providing aid 
to Palestinians despite their rift 
with the PLO,” a Western diplo- 
mat said. 

Despite economic problems 
caused by low oil prices, the six 
Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) 
states would likely want to play a 
role in fostering peace in the 
Middle East, a Gulf-based diplo- 
mat said. 

“By doing this, they are contri- 
buting to consolidating peace in 
the Middle East and I believe 
they want to play this role. They 
know they are not paying to 
(PLO Chairman) Yasser Arafat 
because the assistance is expected 
to be supervised by international 
parties.” 

GCC states — Saadi Arabia, 
Bahrain, Oman, Qatar, Kuwait, 
and the United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) — fell out with Arafat in 
1990 after they accused him of 
siding with Iraqi President Sad- 
dam Hussein during the Gulf 
war. 

A halt of their aid to the PLO 


caused the worst financial crisis in 
the group's 29-year existence and 
created a crack in its ranks, with 
its leaders accused of manipula- 
tion and mismanagement. 

GCC states were the main 
financial backers of the PLO be- 
fore the Gulf war, extending 
more than $2 billion, in addition 
to billions of dollais in private aid 
and a five per cent tax on Palesti- 
nians working in member states. 

To ensure the success of the 
“Gaza-Jericho first” plan worked 
out between Israel and the PLO 
for limited autonomy, the United 
States has proposed an annual 
international aid package of 5590 
million for Gaza. Gulf states were 
asked to contribute $100 million 
while the rest will come from the 
United States, Japan and other 
industrial nations. 

“Gulf states are party to the 
Middle East peace negotiations 
as they participate .in multi- 
national talks,” a diplomatic 
source said. 

“Their financial support is of 
great significance for a sustain- 
able peace in the region. It is 
dear the recent escalation in 
Gaza and other areas is not only 
because of the Israeli oampation 
but because of deteriorating eco- 
nomic conditions.” 

According to the annual 1993 


Arab economic report, the eco- 
nomy in the occupied West Bank 
and Gaza Strip continued to de- ; 
dine because of the 25-year-old 
Israeli occupation and the Palesti- 
nian uprising. 

The report, a summary of 
which was released Thursday, , 
said the situation worsened by the ■ | 
recent. Israeli blockade of the 
occupied territories and it warned 
of an economic collapse. 

The report was drawn up by 
the Abu Dbabi-based Arab 
Monetary Fond (AMF) and two 
other key Arab League organisa- 
tions. 

The report gave no figures but 
a recent AMF study said all but 
the farming sector in the occupied 
territories have declined since 
1975. 

After a steady rise m the 
national income to reach $2.6 
billion in 1987, it plunged to $1.9 
billion- in 1991 while private in- 
vestment dropped by ax per cent 
to $414 million and public invest- 
ment by 39 per cent to only $35 
million, the study said. 

Remittance, a major income 
source, peaked at $289 million in 

1989 but dipped to $149 million in 

1990 due to the Gulf war. Ex- 
ports, mostly farm products, 
plummetted to $148 million from 
$431 million. 


A closer look at the PLO Charter 


WASHINGTON (R) — ' The 
Palestinian National Charter, 
which Israel demands must be 
revoked before it will recognise 
the Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) repeatedly denies 
Israel's right to exist. 

The 33-articie charter demands 
the total liberation of the entire 
area of British mandate Pales- 
tine, the bulk of which was de- 
clared as the state of Israel in 
. 1948 and the rest occupied by 
Israel in the 1967 Middle East 
war. 

It was passed in July 1968 by 
the Palestine National Council, a 
parliament in exile that is the 
PLO's highest decision-making 
body. Key provisions include: 

1. Palesti ne is the homeland of 
the Palestinian Arab people it is 
an indivisible part or the Arab 
Homeland, and the Palestinian 
people are an integral parGof the 
Arab Nation. 

2. Palestine, with the bound- 
aries it had during the British 
mandate, is an indivisible territo- 
rial unit. 

3. The Palestinian Arab people 
possess the legal right to their 
homeland and have the right to 
determine their destiny after 
achieving the liberation of their 
country in accordance with their 
wishes and entirely of their own 
accord and will. 

9. Armed struggle is the only 
way to liberate Palestine .... 

10. Commando action consti- 
tutes the nucleus of the Palesti- 


nian popular liberation war .... 

19. The partition of Palestine in 
1947 and the establishment of the 
state of Israel are entirely illegal, 
regardless of the passage of time, 
because they were contrary to the 
will of the Palestinian. people and 
to their natural right in their 
homeland, and inconsistent with 
the principles embodied in the 
Charter of the United Nations, 
particularly the right to self- 
determination. 

20. The Balfour Declaration, 
the mandate for Palestine and 
everything that has been based 
upon them, are deemed null and 
void. Claims of historical or reli- 
gious ties of Jews with Palestine 
are incompatible with the facts of 
history and the true conception of 
what cons titutes statehood. Nor 
do Jews constitute a single nation 
with an identity of its.- own they 
are citizens of the states to which 
they belong. 

21. The Palestinian Arab peo- 
ple, expressing themselves by the 
armed. Palestinian revolution, re- 
ject all solutions which are substi- 
tutes for the total liberation of 
Palestine and reject all proposals 
aiming at the liquidation of the 
Palestinian problem, or its inter- 
nationalisation. 

22. Zionism is a political move- 
ment organically associated with 
internationally imperialism and 
antagonistic to all action for li- 
beration and to progressive 
movements in the world. It is 
racist and fanatic in its nature. 


aggressive, expansionist and colo- 
nial in its aims and fascist in its 
methods. Israel is the instrument 
of the Zionist movement, and a 
geographical base for world im- 
perialism placed strategically in 
the midst of the Arab Homeland 
to combat the hopes of the Arab 
Nation for liberation, unity and 
progress. 

33- This charter shall not be 
amended save by a majority of 
two thirds of. the total mem- 
bership of the National Council 
of the Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation at a special session con- 
vened_for that purpose. 

Palestinians say it would take 
weeks to assemble the 600 mem- 
bers of the PNC, and fierce 
opposition to the self-rule deal 
means nobody can guarantee that 
PLO leader Yasser Arafat would 
Win the two-thirds majority/ 

But an' Israeli 1 Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin, whose fragile 
coalition government also faces 
determined opposition from foe 
rightwing Likud, needed cast- 
iron proof that the PLO accepted 
the Jewish state. 

The source said secret contacts 
on recognition were probably 
now taking place in France, since 
Israeli foreign Munster Shimon 
Peres was there. 

Israeli Foreign Minister Shi-' 
mon Peres said Friday a Palesti- 
nian self-rule accord for the occu- 
pied territories and mutual recog- 
nition between Israel and the 
PLO were separate issues not. 


SUSPECTS ON TRIAL: Suspects charged with books and “Islam is the best** banners at tin start 
Hinyubm and membership in an illegal organise- of their trial Saturday (see page 10) hi a milita ry 
tion called “Vanguard of Conquest” bold prayer court outside Cairo (AFP photo) 


Norway wins Israel, PLO 
trust after strained ties 


OSLO (R) — Norway won the 
trust of both Israel and the Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) to broker a peace accord 
in deepest secrecy, leaving be- 
hind a history of sometimes 
strained relations between Oslo 
and foe two sides. 

Problem have ranged from an 
Israeli hit squad that shot foe 
wrong man in a Norwegian street- 
in 1973 to a decision by Oslo 
police in 1991 to let Israeli agents 
secretly attend interviews with 
Palestinians seeking asylum in 
Norway. 

Israeli and PLO officials have' 
praised Oslo as an honest broker 
in at least 14 rounds. of secret 
talks tiiis year in Norway on 
Palestinians self-rule in the Gaza 
Strip and West Bank town of 
Jericho. 

Norway says any historic 
strains are things of foe past. 

“We have no trilateral ques- 
tions outstanding in our rela- 
tions,” foreign ministry spokes- 
man Ingvard Havnen said. 

Foreign Minister Johan 
Joergen Holst said Norway won 
the trust of both Palestinians and 
Israelis 'after a Norwegian study 
of living conditions in Israeli's 
occupied territories Jaunchcd in 
the late -1980s. '' 

. “It was Important to all sides 
that Norway was both a NATO 
country, close to .the United 
States and an applicant to join foe 
European Community,” he told a 
news conference on Monday to 
announce the secret contacts. 

Also, Norway’s ruling I^abour 
Party and Israel’s governing 
labour party have long had dose 
ties, and Norway has no strategic 
interests in the Middle East. 

The following are the more 
thorny incidents in Norway's ties 
with Israel and the PLO: 

— December 1991: Israel sent 
Norway a shipment of heavy wa- 
ter, used to control temperatures 
in nuclear reactors, to calm 


Norwegian fears that it may have 
helped Israel to develop nudear 
weapons. 

Norway sold Israel 21 tonnes of 
heavy water in 1959 and has 
doubted it was used only for the 
peaceful purposes specified in foe 
original contract In a face-saving 
deal, Israel sent back some heavy 
water to compensate, but Oslo 
still does not know what hap- 
pened with its original shipment. 

— October 1991: Norway’s 
chief of intelligence resigned after 
admitting be allowed Israeli Mos- 
sad agents to attend interviews 
with Palestinians, including some 
PLO defectors, seeking asylum in 
Norway. 

The police gave foe Israelis 
Norwegian passports to hide their 
identity. The Israelis often asked 
questions in Arabic that the 
Norwegian police could not 
understand. 

-T- March 1990: After Norway’s 
Labour Party lost power at foe 
polls, a strongly pro-Israeli 
centre-right government briefly 
ruled for a year. - 

Foreign Minister Kjcll Magne 
Bondevik, a ordained Lutheran 
priest, upset Arabs by saying in 
a newspaper interview that he 
"■believed “God has his hand with 
.Israel’s people so that he,: will ’ 
protect their right to land.” 

— July 1973: An Israeli hit- 
squad shot dead a Moroccan wai- 
ter in the Norwegian town of 
Lfllehammer, mistaking him for 
an agent of an Arab guerrilla 
group that killed 11 Israeli 
athletes at foe Munich Olympics 
in 1972. 

Five people were jailed after 
.foe attack, but there were wide 
suspicions that the Israeli ring- 
leaders went free. 

' Mr. Holst held fresh discus- 
sions on Saturday with his Israeli 
count erp art in Paris, a Norwegian 
official said. 


Israeli army sees ‘security’ dangers m autonomy 


By Nicolas B. Tatro 

The Associated Press 

TEL AVTV — The army's top 
commanders were left out of 
secret talks on self-rule for 
Palestinians and have sug- 
gested foe plan is flawed, ignit- 
ing a debate in security-con- 
scious Israel that could under- 
cut support for foe deal. 

Critics demanded a pledge 
from foe Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) that 
attacks on soldiers stop, as well 
as foe “right” for Israeli secur- 
ity forces to chase any violators 
into proposed PLO run en- 
claves. 

Officials of Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin's government 
said such questions could wait 
for detailed negotiations, 
which axe to begin as soon as a 
“declaration of principles ” is 
signed by Israel and the 
Palestinians. 


"Work has started in the 
army to give security answers 
to security problems because 
of the new situation that foe 
plan will create,” said Oded 
Ben-Ami, Mr. Rabin’s defence 
spokesman. 

In Israel, “security” issues 
are central. The revelation that 
army chief of staff Ehud Barak 
believed foe plan posed a "dif- 
ficult challenge” and had no 
say in foe security aspects came 
as a shock. 

The furour gave ammunition 
to right-wing leaders who have 
been calling for a new election 
to approve foe plan that could 
give foe PLO control of the 
Gaza Strip and foe West Bank 
town of Jericho by year's end. 

Yigal Cartoon, adviser to 
former Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Shamir, contended “it was a 
mistake" for Mr. Rabin to 
exclude army commanders 
from the nine months of PLO- 


Israel negotiations that pro- 
duced the self-rule plan. 

“There is no mention of a 
Palestinian commitment to 
cease terrorism and the upris- 
ing, which has spilled over into 
Israel in the past,” said Mr. 
Cannon. 

Both PLO Chairman 
Yasser Arafat and his Paris 
representative, Laila Shahed, 
resently said Palestinians re- 
tained foe right to attack 
Israeli soldiers as long as 
feraeli forces stayed on Palesti- 
nian land, he noted. 

A key unanswered question, 
he contended, was how to deal 
with those who launched an 
attack in Israel and then sought 
shelter in a PLO- run enclave. 

“Israel needs the right of hot 
pursuit, otherwise how will we 
defend ourselves?” Mr. Car- 
mon asked. 

He sait it was unclear if 
Israeli forces would have to 


abandon the Jordan Valley. 

“If that is foe case, then we 
■Will have a serious problem of 
security, not just against ter- 
ror, but the eastern trout," he 
said. 

Another unanswered ques- 
tion, he said, was whether the 
United Nations would be 
allowed to send in thousands of 
observers. If the experiment in 
self-rule failed, and foe areas 
plunged into chaos, Israel 
might not be able to regain 
control over them with U.N. 
forces present 

As the questions mounted, 
the Muslim fundamentalist 
Hamas group which opposes 
the peace plan claimed respon- 
sibility for killing an Israeli 
soldier in the West Bank on 
Thursday. Militants, shouting 1 
“death to Israel” also dashed 
with soldiers in the Gaza Strip. 

■ Avraham Tamir. a former, 
general who helped negotiate 


the sects 
foe 1978 


arrangements' to 
op David auton- 


omy .plan that served as a 
model for foe current scheme, 
said foe criticism was “ridicu- 
lous." 

“The PLO has an interest in 
everything going smoothly,” 
he said. k5 Thjs is a corridor for 
setf-determination and state- 
hood. Why should they destroy 
hope? They will do everything 
to control foe area,” said Mr. 
Tamir. 

He added that even if foe 
PLO did not cooperate, the. 
army had long had detailed 
plans for dealing with the 
switch-over to Palestinian self- 
rule. 

“We can keep security with 
the cooperation of foe PLO or 
without it, and those who say 
we are going to have security 
problems in the transitional, 
period are lying," Mr. Tamir 
said in an interview. 


‘Demjanjuk 
a victim 
of fraud’ 

CINCINNATI (R) — John Dem- 
janjuk was a victim of bungling 
and outright fraud by U.S. gov- 
ernment prosecutors, lawyers for 
foe accused Nazi guard told a 
court on Friday. 

“The investigation is fun- 
damentally flawed," Michael 
Tigar told a three-judge federal 
appeals court panel, saying Mr. 
Demjanjuk’s U.S. citizenship 
should be restored and his ex- 
tradition to Israel rescinded. . 

“Who pays? We say that Mr. 
Demjanjuk should not pay... the 
person who said justice' should be 
Mind didn't say the department of 
justice should be blind,” he 
added. 

But Justice Department lawyer 
Patty Stemler urged the court to 
accept the findings of a special 
investigation which concluded 
earlier this year that there was no 
deliberate fraud in Mr. Demjan- 
juk’s prosecution. 

She said information that nri^it 
have been helpful to the 73-year- 
old former Automaker from 
Cleveland appears that way in 
hindsight but was not viewed that 
way at the time. 

The, judges — some of whom 
also appeared critical otthe gov-, 
eminent during die bearing •— * 
took the case under advisement 
and will rule at an unspecified 
later date. 

At issue is whether the Justice 
Department had information in 
its files during Mr. Demjanjuk's 
prosecution that indicated he 
might have been die victim of 
mistaken identity. 

He was stripped of his 
citizenship in 1981 mid extradited 
to Israel m 1986 to stand trial as 
“Ivan the terrible,” a guard at 
Trebtinka where thousands of 
people were gassed. 

He was convicted and sent- 
enced to die in Israel but that 
country’s supreme court over- 
turned his conviction Last month, 
saying he was not “Ivan.” He is 
still being held in Israel on the 
question of whether he should be 
prosecuted for possibly being a 
guard at ofoer. camps. 

The Ukrainian-born Demjan- 
juk says he was a prisoner of the 
Germans during the war and was 
not a guard at any Death camp. 

Chief Judge Gilbert Merritt of 
foe U.S. Court of Appeals for the 
Sixth Circuit, opened Friday’s 
hearing by saying foe court does 
not question the Justice Depart- 
ment’s aim, but its means. 

“The end sought by the office 
of special investigations — to 
bring those responsible to justice 
— is a worthy end... but in a just 
society we cannot allow evil or 
unjust means to defeat noble 
lends. In our law each step must 
itself be just.” 

Pierce Lively, another judge on 
the panel, criticised the feet that a 
report from another case that 
might have been helpful to Mr. 
Demjanjuk’s defence never made 
■it into his file. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 

Rushdie caricature winners announced 

NICOSIA (A?) — Three winners of a Salman Rufodie caricature 
competition in Iran were awarded a pilgrimage to Mecca. 16 gold 
coins and a drpfoma. Two Iranians and a Pakistani were the top - 
three winners who received their prizes Wednesday, The Islamic 
Republic News Agency reported. The agency, monitored hy 
Nicosia,. said the international co m petition, niORSored by a locaT 
newspaper group, drew works from 1,661 Iranian ana foreign 
caricaturists. It red not give descriptions of the winning entries. In -■' 
February 1989, Iran declared that Mr. Rssbcfie, an Incfian born 
British writer, should be killed for defaming Warn to bis novel, 
“The Satanic Verses.” Mr. Rushdie has been in hitting under police 
guard ever since. 

Israel okays return of Mubarak Awad 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (AFP) — A Palestinian, who m 
expelled to the United States In 1988, wifl be allowed back next 
week to attend an Israeli-Palestinian conference, officials said on 
Friday. Mubarak Awad, SO, who holds U.S- na ti o n ali ty , was 
expelled from his home in East Jerusalem for. having launched a 
civil disobedience campaign in the occupied territories at the start 
of the Palestinian uprising in 1987. Hs return was approved by foe 
“highest Israeli authorities" following a recommendation by foe 
justice ministry “because of the latest developments in the 
an Israeli official said. Mr. Mubarak, an advocate of non-violence, l 
is expected to attend a conference on human rights in the occ upie d |T 
territories, according to state television. 

Europe in exercises against Iranian submarines 

MANAMA (AFP) — A U.S. attack submarine and allied warships . 
have completed exercises aimed at hunting and destroying Iranian 
submarines in the Gulf, foe U.S. Navy’s top officer in the Middle 
East said Saturday. The fast-attack submarine Pasadena conducted 
manoeuvres with U.S., British and French warships to the Gulf 
from Wednesday to Friday, Vice Admiral Douglas Katz said in a. 
statement from U.S. Naval Forces Central Command. “By 
improving our drills to locating and attacking submarines in tin- 
Arabian Gulf and Gualf of Oman, we can further our ability t£ 
counter a growing concern in the region — Iran's Kilo sub 1 
marines," he said. Iran has taken delivery so far of twcrKflo-dass 
submarines from Russia, one to November last year and another in 
Angnst, and is to acquire a third soon. 

Ruling postponed on appeal by British couple 

SHARJAH (R) — A United Arab Emirates (UAE) court put off . 
fora day on Saturday its decision on an appeal by a British coupleV : 
against a one-year prison sentence for cohabitation, their lawyer 
said. The court was originally doe to rule on Saturday on the appral 
by Peter Wade and Yvonne Campbell who were released on bail 
last month pending judgement but their lawyer, Hafez Tahboub, 
said foe ruling had b tea postponed to Sunday. My. Campbell's 
divorce from her husband Kenneth, who complained to the 
authorities to April that foe was living illegally with Mr. Wade, has 
meanwhile been completed, Mr. Wade told Reuters. Ms. Camp- 
bell, 27, 1ms been described, by British newspapers as Mr. Wade's 
common-law wife. Mr. Tahboub said earlier Mr. Wade, 48, was a 
friend who invited her and her children to stay when her husband 
left and refused to pay rent for their house. Cohabitation is illegal 
under strict Islamic laws enforced in Sharjah, one of the seven 
emirates in the United Arab Emirates. 

Egyptian gunmen kill court official 

ASSIUT (R) — Gunmen killed a Christian court sum m oner in a 
southern Egypt stronghold of frfiwlim militants fighting to over- 
throw the government, security sources said Saturday. They said 
unidentified gunmen foot and killed 'Sami Shafik Mounes, 35. who 
also ran an electrical appliance store, to his shop in Daynit 280 
kilometres south of Cairo on Friday night. Mr. Mounes was shot 
and wounded a few years ago in an attack said to have been caused 
by his relations with Women. Police suspect that the militant 
AHjrama'a A1 Islamiya (Islamic Group) mounted the latest attack . 
forfoe same reason. Mutant-related violence to Egypt has killed ? 
more than 180 people inducting Christians, police and tourists in ■' 
tiie past 18 months. Militants have been killed to police raids or 
executed after trial in military courts. * 

Direct Aden-London flights to resume 

ADEN (R) — Direct flights between London and Aden are to be 
resumed next month for foe first time since the southern half eft 
Yemen gained independence from Britain 25 years ago, officiate 
said Saturday. They said the Yemen state airline Alyemda would 
start once weekly flights to London’s Gatwick airport on Oct. rf 
and British Airways would stop off hi Aden on its twice weekty 
flights to tiie Yemeni capital Sanaa. 

Cypriot minister to push EC application " 

NICOSIA (R) — Cypnot Foreign Minister Alecos Micfaaelides 
-flies Sunday to Brussels, his first stop on a nine-day tour of eight 
European Community (EC) capitals to press the island’s applies? 
tion for EC membership. The European Commission said to June 
foal Cyprus fulfilled requirements for entry but must find a political ■- 
settlement before formal entry talks begin. The EC Council of 
Ministers is expected to discuss the commission’s opinion on 
Cyprus’s application next month. Mr. Michaelides told a news 
conference on Saturday that Cyprus would ask the Council of 
Ministers to take a decision to begin preliminary talks on preparing 
Cyprus for membership. - 

Indian prime minister to visit Iran n 

NEW DELHI (AFP) — Indian Prime Minister P.V. Narasxmttl 
Rao- is to visit Iran this month for talks aimed at strengthening- 
economic and political ties between foe two countries, offioatestod * 
here Saturday. Mr. Rao’s three-day trip to Tehran beginning Sepfi 
21 is the tu» i visit to Iran by an Indian prime mnmri» r*iii a * 

Talks between Mr. Rao and Iranian leaders will focus on ■ 
expanding trade between the two countries in line with agreements, 
reached at a joint forum of Indian and I ranian business represents-* 
fives, t he of ficials said. “Both Lidia and Iran are satisfied with the ■ 
pace of implementation of the decisions taken by foe Indo-Iranian 
CommiMon in thefidds of trade, industry, agriculture and; 
transportation, ’ an official said. 
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CHURCHES 

St. Mitt of Naeereth Church Swctikh, 
Td. 810740 

Assemblies or God Chords. Tel. 
632785. 

SL Joseph Ctan* Td. 624590. 
Chords of the AuuuDdadra Tel. 
637440. 

De la Sidle Ctarcb Td. 661757 
TemssMta Chon* Td: 622366 


Church of the Ana— rlafl— Tel. 
623541. 

AngfioM Chert* Td. 630851. Td. 
628543. 

Armenian Catholic Church Tel. 
771331. 

Ar men ian Orthodox Church Tel. 
775261. 

SL Ephraim Chan* Td. 771751. 

Amman Interaathml Charefa Tel. 
6S2S26. 

Evangelical Lutheran Church Td: 

824328. 

The Church of Jeans Christ of LaCSer- 
D*y Satats Td. 654932 
Chare* o t Naareae Tel .675691. 


WEATHER 

BulksiDso^j^tytbelXpaitjncffl'of 

Meteorology. 

Weather will be fair and winds will 
'be nortbweserty moderate. In Aqaba, 
winds will be northerly moderate and 
seas calm. 
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Amman... 


Deserts 

Jordan Vdky .. 


Min ./Max, temp.' 

16/29 

:.... 23/36 

.. 14/34 

22/36 


Yesterday 1 ? high tem peratures: Am- 
man 27.6. Aqaba 34.5. Humidity read- 
ings: Amman 37 per east, Aqaba 37 
per ccnL 


USEFUL TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 


AMMAN: 

Dr. Gfcazi Abu SbeiUM ......... 752405 

Dr. Yousef AlRph 7569 88 

Dr. Fakhri Taydi 885880 

Dr. Abdul Wabab Awad 846070 

Firasptaumacy 661912 

FcnJows pharmacy 778336 

AlAsema pharmacy 637055 

Naireukh pharmacy 623672 

AlSahcn pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Shansam pharmacy 637660 

NajiH pharmacy 847632 


nUUD: 

Dr. Ahmad Qanou ...... 

AJquds pharmacy 


=::: 9 


ZARQAr 

Dr. Isa At Omari 901266 

Khaltfdh pharmacy 985417 


EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre 637111 

Civil Defence Department 661111 

Grit Defence Im m e di a t e 

Rescue 630341 

Civil Defence Emoracncy 199 

Rescue Foficc 192,621111,637777 

Fire Brigade — 891228 

Blood Bank — 775121 

Highway Police .............. 843402 

Traffic rake 896390 

Public Security Department 630321 

Hotel COmplaiats 60S800 

Price Gnuplaiiiis 661176 

Water ana Sewerage 

Coraptaiutt 897467 

Amman Municipality 

Complaints 78711 J 

Telephone Information 

(directory assistance) 121 

Overseas Gdk 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

■ Repairs £23101 

AbdaE Telephone Repairs 661101 

-Jordan Television 773111. 

Ratfio Jordan 774111 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority ...815615 
Electric Power 

Company 636381 

RJFBght Information 08-53200 

Queen ASa Ind. Airport...... 08-53200 


HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Mcdkal Centre — 813813/32 
Khafidi Maternity, J. Ann... 644281/6 
Akilch Maternity, J.Ama.... 642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity 642362 

Malhas.J. Amman 636140 

Palestine, Shojasani 664171/4 

Shmcbam Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 845845 

AJ-Moasbcr Hospital 667227/9 

The [atomic, AbdaE 666127/37 

Al-AhK, Abdah 664164/6 

iiafisn, Ai-Muhajrccn 777101/3 

AJ-Bxshir. J. AsfcraBeb -7751 1 1/26 

Art"* Mart* -8916LM5 

OueenAQa Hospital 602240/50 

Aural Hospital 674155 

ZAKQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital (091983323 


ItaSina 

AlfSkma 


1 ! .. (09)986732. 

Hospital — (09)990990 


MUD: 

Princess Bum* Hospital (02)275555 
Greek Catbofic Hospital (02)272275 

IbnAlNafccs Hospital (02)247100 

PrinocwHaj* Hospital.,.. (03)314111 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 

• QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This mfotmaHoa is suppScd by Royal 
Jordanian (RJ) information daw- 
meat ar the Queen AMs International 
Airport Tel. (08)532004. where k 
should always be verified . . 
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tt* W111M1 , Damascus HU) 

*99... Jeddah (Rl) 

LarnaoflU) 

*39 Dubai, Abe Dhabi (RJ) 

*55 Beirut (RJ) 

11*1 Doha. Babin (RJ) 

.*39 .... Brands. Paris (RJ) 

*39 New York, Amsterdam (RJ) 

*55 — Madrid (RJ) 

*55 London (RI) 

*15 New Yotfc, Amflcrt hm (RJ) 

*39 ; Athcas fill 


— ~. Dubai, Abe Dhabi (RJ) 
Beirut (RJ) 

Doha. Bahian (RJ) 

.... Brass*. Paris (RJ) 

-New York, Amsterdam (RJ) 
..... Madrid (RJ) 

— LoodoafRJ) 

- New Yort, Amflod m (RJ) 

AUxas(RJ) 


5*— Vienna (RJ) 

21:19 Rooc(RJ) 

2fc5S Frankfort, Geneva (RJ) 

2fcS5 r _ Istanbul, Alban (RJ) 

22:15 Rome(RJ) 

Other Rights (Terminal 2) 

- Unraca(CY) 

J*?® Bahrain IGF) 

2*90 - 


Royal Jordaniarr(FU) nights 
-{Terminal 1 ) 


«fc3» ... 
•7*0 ... 
97*9 ... 
*13 ... 
11:58 
12*9 ... 
12*0 ... 
12*0 ... 
12s» ... 
12*9 ... 
14*9 ... 
21:05 
2t39 ... 
22:15 .. 
2fc2S ... 
2239 ... 
22M5 ... 
23*0 ... 
23*0 ... 
2*39 ... 
23*45 ... 


Madrid (RJ 

— .... Beirut 


. npiwa 

- Frankfurt 

- Tunis, Casablanca 

Vienna 

— 7 Rotae 

Istanbul. Rome 

. Amsterdam. New York 

— ■— Istanbul 

Athens. Istanbul 

Riyadh 

Jeddah 

Aqaba. Cairo uuj 

.................. New Delhi (RJ) 

....... Abu Dhabi. Dubai (RJ) 

Singapore, Jakarta (RJ J 

: Bangluk 

D amascu s 
.-.7... Abu Dhali 

— Sanaa 


Othar Flights (Terminal 2} 

T (RT 

1*30 Doha. Bahrain (GF* 

Moacow(St> 

2105 — Cairo ft|S 


MARKET PRICES 


VppctOower priee la 
APpIC 

Bataan (MtdammrV 


Carrol „ . , , 

Cauliflower 

fVitmb cra (large) 
C oaimbc n (small) — 

hfgpimt »■ rtnm 

Fig 

Garlic 

Grapes ...... 

p®™ 

Canon 

MamjwflaijjB) 

Marrow (smafi) 
Mntakhui 

okra 

Omoo(dry).^ 

TOT 

pepper .. — 

- 

Toqjato .... 

Sweet melon 

Watcnaeioa 


fib per kg. 

. — .... 6SV450 

680' 

620 

550/350 

170/100 

360/230 

28V 220 

200/100 

350/250 

180/90 

........ 300/200 

800/900 

, 320/220 

50V 400 

280/220 

200/100 
320 / 220 

120/60 

; -70V600 

210/160 

90V 600 

220/160 

... 250/ 150 

350/250 

1W60 

— 220/150 

...... 8000 
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^/University , JPMC to survey north for phosphate 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter - 


-j AMMAN — The Centre for Con- 
^ v- jWltatkms and Technical Services 
jadattijm (CCTSS) at the Uni- 


. y. "I UK UQI- 

* « ■varsity of Jordan Saturday signed 
contract worth more than 
"i Sv'lvJD 50,000 with tbe Jordan Fhos- 


. o-^ r Jr jwraan-mos- 

’ : ^phate hfines Company (JPMC) to 

"i; . ^condncf am^eys and studies on 

- .jAosftote m Jordan. 

"^r" ; Undeifthe terras of the contract 
' * i.the CCTSS wffl study prospects of 
; imning, phosphate in the north. 
« ! and will improve the electric pow- 

; er system supplying the AlHassa, 
^ * an ^ Widi Abiad phosphate 
: jnines. / ; . 

I -j.. The survey of the north is to 
■la ; ftafce qneye y and costJD 10,000; 
vk * Jh* improvement project 
2 - ?*. * ^should be completed in six 
; ^months at a cost of JD 10,750. 
’j;* * ■« The agreement also provides 
l J° r the centre to condu ct st u di es 
:-./5 • on the soil under the storage 
; - facilities containing phosphoric 

<% gad at the Industrial Complex in 
; Aqaba within 18 to 20 months at 

!l»jik • a tx»t of JD 21,500 and a study on 

' : planting forests between the re- 
: sidential area near A1 Hassa 
* .Phosphate Mine and the main 
v ; : highway nearby. The land study 
xr-~ ■ ■SfOl take one year and win cost 
^ ; JD 8390. JPMC Director Gener- 
. ■ nl Tbabet A1 Taber and Umvem- 

ity of Jordan President Fawzi 
jj. . tGharaibch signed the contract at 
"X; !*e JPMC headquarters in Am- 
.?-■ |nan. 

j I . Following the signing cere- 
: «>ny Mr. Taher said Sat the 



University of Jonbm President Fawzi GharaSbeh 
(third from left) and_ Jordan Phosph ate Mines 
Comp an y Dfanector General Thabrt A1 Taber Satur- 


day sign a contract to survey and study phosphates 
in Jordan (Petra photo) 


company was eager to enlist skil- 
led Jordanians in ns drive to boost 
phosphate production in Jordan. 
He said hfc hoped that the com- 
pany and the university wiO find 
additional areas for mutual coop- 
eration in the future. 

The JPMC currently produces 
mines phosphate from AJ Abiad, 
A1 Hassa and Shkbeh mines in 


the south of Jordan, according to 
JPMC Deputy Director Ishak Jal- 
fad. 

Mr. Jallad told the Jordan 
Times that phosphate does exist 
in the north near Deir Abi Saeed, 
addin g tha t the agreement with 
the CCTSS provide for coopera- 
tion between the company and 


the centre to determine the quali- 
ty and quantity present and 
whether it is commercially viable 
or not: 

He said the study of the phos-j 
phate in the north will be con- 
ducted jointly by the centre’s 
specialists and engineers em- 
ployed by the JPMC. 




it 




2 of 49 cases are diagnosed as typhoid 


typhoid. Health 
)dul Rahim Malhas 


. AMMAN (Petra) — Only two 
cases out of 49 adm itt ed to' 
hospital in Ajloun last week 
for treatment were 
as 

Ato< 

announced Saturday. 

The 49 patients admitted to 
A1 Em an Hospital in Ajloun 
were complaining of high fev- 
er, but tests and cultures con- 
ducted on the urine, stool and 
Mood of these patients proved 
to be normal fever cases, not 
typhoid, said foe minister. 

In addition, the Health De- 


partment conducted tests on 
samples of food and beverages 
taken from street vendors and 
tested samples of water taken 
from different sources to deter- 
mine the canse of the fever that 
affected Ajloun citizens, in- 
cluding many children. Dr. 
Malhas said. 

He added that the fever 
could arise from different 
causes and not necessarily 
typhoid. 

“The tests have proved that 
the water of the local springs 
was quite safe and potable and 


free of typhoid microbes and 
this is a veiy reassuring result,” 
said foe minister adding that 
the ministr y was maintaining 
strict surveillance over the 
situation. 

- He said 19 patients have 
been discharged from hospital 
after receiving die necessary 
medication; the others' are ex- 
pected, to leave hospital in the 
coming two days. 

The ministry of health, said 
Dr. Malhas. was keen on in- 
forming foe public about foe 
fact* erf foe health situation. 


“The health ministry would 
like to reassure the public that 
there is no cause for alarm 
. because there is no danger of 
an epidemic, although typhoid 
is one of the known diseases 
that is endemic in the region,*' 
said foe minister. 

Dr. Malhas cautioned the 
public not to eat vegetables 
and fruits without first washing 
them thoroughly and said pre- 
cautionary measures concern- 
ing public safety should be 
strictly heeded. 


ATF chief warns Europe against 
‘hostile’ policies towards Arabs 


AMMAN (Petra) — Secretary 
General of the Arab Thought 
Forum (AIT) Ah Uni Leil Satur- 
day warned western European 
nations against what he called 
their hostile policies towards the 
Arab and Islamic worlds. Dr. Urn 
Leil said such policies could cause 
severe damage to Enropean 
countries and urged these nations 
to take the initiative to support 
the Arab countries economically 
and technologically not only in 
the interest of the Arabs but 
rather in foe interest of the Euro- 
peans themselves. 

Speaking in the wake of the 
conclusion of a Euro-Arab dia- 
logue held this week in Amman, 
Dr. Urn Leil said extremism 
would flourish and would reach 
the Arab and Islamic minorities 


living in western Europe if the 
Arab countries were allowed to 
remain in an economically, politi- 
cally and socially unstable situa- 
tion. 

The Arab masses feel dis- 
appointed and frustrated because 
of social injustice and repression, 
he said, adding this feeling stems 
from Che heavy burdens of fore- 
ign indebtedness, unemployu.. 'r 
and political injustices. 

“Should extremism be allowed 
to continue and expand, it would 
reach western European coun- 
tries where it would constitute a 
danger to European nation sta- 
bility and progress,” warned Dr. 
Urn Leil. 

“For extremism to be stem- 
med, western Europe and the 
Arab countries ought to launch 


real cooperation towards achiev- 
ing economic growth and towards 
narrowing the large gap separat- 
ing the two sides at present," Dr. 
Urn Leil urged. 

Voicing dissatisfaction with the 
current level of cooperation be- 
tween Europe and the Arab 
World. Dr. Um Leil said “the 
Europeans were taking further 
hostile attitudes towards tbe 
Arabs recently by tightening 
security measures against Arabs 
and Muslims preventing them 
from immigrating to Europe.” 

“At present, the western Euro- 
peans are directing their attention 
towards bolstering their ties with 
the countries of Latin America 
and accepting immigrants from 
the eastern European countries, 
while sacrificing their relations 


with tbe Arabs and Muslims,” 
charged Dr. Um Leil. 

Referring to the recent Euro- 
Arab dialogue, which was orga- 
nised by the Arab Thought 
Forum and attended by 25 dele- 
gates from Europe and the Arab 
world. Dr. Um Leil said the 
discussions were frank and co- 
vered .Arab-Ecropean relations 
and future prospects, as well as 
areas of cooperation between the 
two sides. 

He said the deliberations will 
be compiled and distributed to 
decision-makers in the Arab 
World and Europe so that those 
in responsible positions can give 
due consideration to these mat- 
ters and take appropriate mea- 
sures to bring the European and 
Arabs closer together. 


Activists to hold environmental session 
to tackle major controversial issues 

Jordan to join in world clean-up campaign 


AMMAN (J.T., Petra) — The 
Jordanian Society for the Control 
of Env ironmental Pollution 
(JSGEP) in cooperation with the 
German Friedrich Naumann 
Foundation will conduct an even- 
ing session at the Kofer Alma * 
Municipal Council on Monday on 
the topic of mining and quar- 
rying activities' impact on en- 
vironment and health. 

The session will tackle Kofer 
Alma's quarry, environmental 
impact assessment of projects, 
the role of the Ministry of Muni- 
cipal and Rural Affairs and foe 
Environment in licensing and 
controlling mining and quarrying 
activities , the role of Natural 
Resources Authority on licensing 
procedures, and the mining activ- 
ity impact on health. 

It aims at highlighting sources 
of pollution at the national level, 
particularly the controversial 


c. 


Former igmis ter offers solutions 
to agricultural pollution 


^Special to the Jordan Times 

" - .AMMAN — Fanners* random 
- ; i&se of chemical fertilisers, pesti- 

’ codes and hybrid seeds impair 
• land, damage, the- en viro nment 

■ and may pollute groundwater, a 
’ former minister of agriculture 

■ charged, but alternatives are 
r. ‘ available, be maintained. 

:r ' I £ “Most fanners apply chemical 
: ‘fertilisers randomly without 
c \ .knowing foe land's aet™i need 
^ \ for minerals. They neglect crop- 
; rotation and foe role erf nature m 
[ taking care of itself,” former 
ft | minister and Parliament deputy 
j Mohammad Alawneh said in a 
‘ recent lecture addressing agri- 
cultural pollution held at the 
Jordanian Society for the Control 
M Environmental Pollution 


j 


:AS 


of Envi 
(JSCEP). 


~ He added that the toxic re- 
pduals of pesticides and insecti- 
cides could contaminate ground- 
water and endanger human and 
Sntnial health. 

Mr. Alawneh, an agricultural 
engineer, said, that chemical ferti- 
lisers based era nitrates deplete 
foe soil of organic matter. Within 


years the nitrates would seep to 
foe groundwater, polluting it and 
making it unfit for further use. 

The excessi v e use of pesticides 
and insecticides, be said, may 
result in the residues accumulat- 
ing in fruits and vegetables mak- 
ing them unfit for human con- 
sumption. 

As for hybrid seeds, he admit- 
ted that they guarantee good 
yields, bat maintained that crops 
are increasingly becoming ^ vulner- 
able to pests because of Jordan’s 
moderate climate which enables 
pests to spread much more than 
in their natural cool donate. 

Mr. Alawneh explained to the 
Jordan Times later that imported 
hybrid seeds, which brought dis- 
ease from their origin, should be 
banned. He suggested that crop- 
rotation could solve part of foe 
problem as efisease wonkl have no 
vital environment in which to 
spread. Urns, less quantities of 
pesticides and insecticides, he 
said, would be reckoned. 

He said organic fertilisers 
should be used property as an 
alternative, to tbe harmful effects 
of chemical fertilisers and there- 


fore help to prevent groundwater 
pollution. 

During foe lecture, Mr. Alaw- 
neh also stressed the need to 
plant in order to expand foe 
green area in Jordan. To preserve 
land for that purpose, he prop- 
1 osed that buflafog should be res- 
tricted to rocky and hflty areas 
•and should extend eastwards in- 
stead of westwards where the 
fertile areas abound. 

Mr. Alawneh’s policies 
his tenure as minister of 
tore in foe gover n ment of Taher 
A1 Masri in 1992 drew con- 
troversy. His decision to allow 
cattle to graze in forests was 
widely criticised at the time. 

Livestock waste,” he said, 
works as organic fertiliser and is 
very essential to the soil” He 
added that “grazing was allowed 
only in forests that were more 
than 15 years old.” 

But Mr. Alawneh contended 
that his decision was misinter- 
preted by some officials at the 
mimstiy who allowed grazing in 
new forests. He said that this 
resulted m damage to about one 
million newly pUmted trees. 


Vehicle inspection campaign 
starts off leniently 


.j- 
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Blood bank directors address 
disease prevention in transfusions 


j£MMAN (Petra) — The in- 


ibjood transfusions has become a 
matter of deep concern to health 
authorities around the world, said 
health minister Abdul Rahim 
Malhas Saturday, adding that 
Jordan, along with other nations, 
has given increasing attention to 
testing blood donations and 
adopting other related measures 
to prevent tbe spread of disease. 

Hie. minister was speaking at 
the openingerf a four-day meeting 
(rfforactoreofMoodba9ks,or^- 
nised by foe regional office of the 
World Health Organisation 
1 (WHO) racoopcratiop with tbe 


Health Ministry in Jordan. 

The patidpants represent 23 
countries including Jordan. 

The delegates win tfiscuss poli- 
cies adopted in blood transfusion 
processes, management of blood 
transfasion services and modern 
techniques used in these areas. 

■ The meeting is considered one 
of tbe most significant activities 
conducted by WHO, and is aimed 

at enabling countries of foe re- 
gion to benefit from modem 
• methods of pr ev e n ti n g diseases, 
said Dr. Malhas. 

WHO- Regional Office Direc- 
tor Hussein Jazairi sent a message 


to the meeting stressing that 
blood transfusion services are a 
major concent of the world orga- 
nisation. 

But, he said, numerous diffi- 
culties and obstacles still impede 
'the development of blood trans- 
fusion services in foe Mediterra- 
nean region. 

Dr. Jazairi said WHO is keen 
on promoting management of this 
-service and organising training 
for those involved in the blood 
transfiKion process, and at tbe 
same time it seeks to encourage 
people to donate blood for those 
m need. 
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WHAT’S GOING ON 


EXHUmONS 

& Art teHittlMi by Egyptian artist EtBikarat 
foe Bakja’ Art GaBety in Fnhris. 


KammsttteAfiaArtGafiery. 

# pj#stk«texhft4t^ by artiste Mohammad A1 
*AnKii *»d Gbassw Abo Laban at the Royal 
Cdtiiral Centre. 

“Deraf Al Fuuun,” of foe 
Abdul Hamid Sfeis®aaa Foundation. 


Luwesbdeh. 

fr F.iMMtioa by Syrian artist Nadfrir Ismail at 
Bahtina Art GaHety. 

ft KaMhfttottof paititiagi by Jortfanrian artist 
- BisharaNaitar at Esfabeha Art Gallery, Amrn 
Shopping Centre. 


1 foe Jabd 


it Seminar eutitied “Oufoe Fffih Aunfrersary of 
foe Death <rf Munawer ’Weiss” by Dr. Abdul 
Rahman Yaghi, Mr. Suleiman MasMni, and 
Mrs. Maysafc’Wda at Abdul Bhm«wi Sbo- 
man FomdatiMi. 


By Rana Hussein! 

Special to tbe Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The Traffic Depart- 
ment Saturday launched its cam- 
paign to check vehicle lights and 
fuel emissions, but were taking a 
lenient approach towards motor- 
ists. 

Three units, one stationed at 
Yarmouk Street; another at Al- 
Hussein Medical Centre Street 
and the third nearby the Jordan 
Television and Radio Coopera- 
tion, began inspection at 8 a.ra. 

“We are focusing on vehicles 
that are producing thick smoke. 
Which cause pollution and is 
dangerous to other drivers and 
pedestrians,” said a traffic official 
posted at Yarmouk Street. 

Tbe official said be issued only 
a few fines and seized a handful 
of Sciences (car registrations and 
drivers* licences) tbe first day 
because they discovered that 
most people had no knowledge of 
the campaign. 

“We have been very lenient 
about issuing tickets, instead we 
are issuing warning to people to 
give them a chance,” said the 
official, who preferred anonym- 


>*y- 

Drivers were issued a warning 
by traffic officers if one light was 
not functioning. But if they consi- 
dered the malfunction of any 
vehicle lights to be hazardous, 
tbe officers would seize drivers’ 
licences and the car licences. 

. The same procedure was ap- 
plied for smote emissions causing 
pollution. 

Some -drivers, were ; startled 
when they were issued tickets. 

An astonished ice cream truck 
driver received a warning for 
smote emitting from his vehicles. 

“I didn't hear anything about 
this campaign” before today 
when I was pulled over,” he said. 

An- angry motorist who re- 
ceived a ticket for no brake lights 
said be didn’t have any know- 
ledge of the campaign. 

the traffic officials said officers 
will be flexible with drivers to 
give them a chance to repair any 
problem. 

“Hopefully during the next few 
(fays, people's awareness con- 
cerning this issue will have in- 
creased, and motorists will be 
more cooperative with the offi- 
cials,” be said. 


Cuban deputypremier 
to arrive Wednesday 


AMMAN (Petra) — Cuban 
Deputy Prime Minister Pedro 
Bretto is due in Amman on 
Wednesday for an official five- 
day visit to foe Kingdom dur- 
ing which be is expected to 
deliver a message to His 
Majesty King Hussein from 


Cuban President Fidel Castro. 

The envoy will also meet 
with Prime Minister Abdul 
Salam Al Majali. and seniro 
government officials to discuss 
world issues indudiiig the Mid- 
dle East peace process. 


A 






INTL TOURS 



We are pleased to invite you to share with us discovering 
the beauty of the nature in Jordan. On Tuesday our tour 
will be to Dana Reserve for animals, birds and wild plants. 
We will discover the area and spend our night in the Royal 
Society for the Conservatory of nature camp. 

On Wednesday we will visit Petra “the red-rose city" and 
at night we will be in the Rum Valley with the local band. 
■Then, we will be leaving to Aqaba, stay there for 2 nights 
with a wonderful programme. On Friday afternoon our tour 
will be back to Amman. 

For information and reservation. Call tel.: 691232 
Abdafi, Jordan-Kuwaftl Bank building. 

Al Nujoom Theatre entrance 


issues in areas such as Hashes 
mieta, Khadisieh and Fuheis. 

Dialogue among the different 
parties concerned is expected. 

The environmental evening 
session will host mainly foe resi- 
dents of Kofer Alma*, in addition 
to JSCEP members in Irbid, and 
many invited guests from fop 
public and private sectors in Kora 
governors te. 

The Amman MunidpaHty and 
JSCEP announced that Jordan is^ 
to join other nations in a worl- 
dwide campaign to dean the 
earth starting on Sept. 14. 

' Jordanian participation aims at 
combating all forms of environ- 
mental pollution, promoting and 
fostering a national sense of deal- 
ing positively with foe elements 
of the environment and nature, 
and reducing foe amount of waste 


by encouraging recycling of va- 
rious usable materials to help 
conserve natural resources, said a 
statement issued by foe organis- 
ers. 

The statement said volunteers 
in the drive will come from sports 
dubs, youth centres charitable 
societies, sports federations, uni- 
versities, the Queen AHa Jordan 
Social Welfare Fund (QAF), the 
Professional Association Com- 
plex, ministries and government 
departments, municipal and vil- 
lage coundls, the Jordanian 
armed forces, tbe Civil Defence 
Department (ODD), cultural 
centres, religious schools and the 
private sector. 

The volunteers will raise funds 
for the campaign, distribute trash 
bags and leaflets with guidelines 
on food, water public safety. 


transport and health services, tbe 
statement said. 

The trash bags will be of two 
colours; green for paper waste 
which could be recycled at paper 
factories, and black for other 
waste. 

The organisers said that among 
the main areas to be cleaned are 
the Amman National Park on foe 
Queen Alia International Airport 
Highway and densely populated 
districts of Amman. 

They said maps would be pre- 
pared indicating the taigetted 
areas for the clean-up operation. 

Volunteers involved m tbe 
campaign will wear distinguish- 
able shirts and caps. 

JSCEP sources said that Jordan 
produces some 800J100 tonnes, 
of solid waste annually from 
households alone. 




NEW ENGLISH SCHOOL 

P.O.BOX 154 KHALDA - AMMAN — 
TEL.: 827151, 827152, 827153, 827154 - FAX.: 818894 

SCHOLARSHIPS AWARDED 
AT THE NEW ENGLISH SCHOOL 

The Directorate and tne staff of the New English 
School would like to congratulate all students (Grades 
4-12) who have been awarded academic scholarships 
for the 1993-1994 academic session and to convey to 
them every good wish for successful studies ahead. 




NEW ENGLISH SCHOOL 

P.O.BOX 154 KHALDA - AMMAN 
TEL: 627151, 827152, 827153, 827154 - FAX.: 616894 

EXAMINATION SUCCESSES 
AT THE NEW ENGLISH SCHOOL AGAIN! 

Congratulations are extended to. students and parents of the 
New English School community on the splendid success rate 
in the external examination results for the Boards of the 
Universities of London and Cambridge. 

Best wishes, too, to all the Tawjihi students on a combined 
performance that ranked well above the national average. 

This year, the vast majority of the candidates who presented 
themselves were home-grown Jordanians who have been 
brought up through the school ranks — a fine tradition for 
future N.E.S. students to emulate. 

Overall, students managed to secure a pass rate of 95.2% in 
the I.G.C.S.E. Performances in the G.C.E ‘O' level ‘A* level 
examinations were also particularly impressive. 

A quarter of all grades scored were at Grade A standard and 
the list of students scoring 5 A’s or more is larger than ever 
before. Based on such fine results, degree courses have been 
secured in establishments such as the University of London, 
the M.I.T., Boston University, the A.U.B., McGill University and 
many more. Long may such success continue. 

All best wishes to the student and parent body are accorded 
by the staff and the administration of the N.E.S. on such a fine 
combined performance. 
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Ending the speculation 

IN THE frenzy to complete the circle of drama 
that surrounded Arab opposition to the 
Palestinian-Israeli accord of Aug. 20, the world 
media zeroed in on Jordan. Jordan’s disquiet over 
the way the secret agreement was reached was 
blown out of proportion. The declared Jordanian 
intention not to accept any articles involving 
Jordan in the accord without its agreement was 
interpreted as total rejection of the Oslo agree- 
ment. Dissatisfaction over the lack of explicit 
solution to the Jerusalem issue was used to infer 
that Jordan was questioning the credibility of die 
PLO leadership. 

Jordanian newspapers somehow fell into the 
trap of the frenzied media reaction to the accord, 
with many columnists going too far in depicting 
Jordan’s reservations as some sort of lasting 
estrangement from the PLO leadership. One 
Arabic daily was even reluctant to headline the 
story in which His Mqjesty King Hussein endorsed 
the agreement with the words he used to bless it. 

Being fully aware of the intention of those forces 
that do not wish well for the Palestinian- 
Jordanian relations, the King yesterday sought to 
put an end, once and for all, to all attempts to 
fishing in the murky waters. He dotted the Is and 
crossed the Ts by fully endorsing the accord, 
describing it as “a very serious, comprehensive 
attempt on both sides involved in the negotiations 
to move forward towards the establishment of a 
just and durable peace.” The King said that after 
he received the full details of the agreement from 
the PLO leadership, Jordan’s position remains 
one of “support to the independent Palestinian 
position and to the Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion, the sole legitimate representative of the 
Palestinian people.” 

True the King revealed that he was hurt by the 
manner by which Jordan was kept unaware of the 
secret talks and the details of the accord; and he 
probably still has some reservations' about the 
agreement. But His Majesty made it crystal clear 
that Jordanians and Palestinians were in the same 
boat and that, no matter what happens in the 
short term, they will continue to have an intert- 
wined future and destiny. His was a masterful 
political act and his wisdom and courage could not 
be overlooked by Jordanians or Palestinians or 
anyone in the Arab World who is genuinely 
concerned about the interests of the Arab Nation. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


AL DUSTOUR daily said Saturday that the PLO has all the right 
.to negotiate with Israel and with other parties in the course of 
'achieving the aspired Palestinian people's objectives. All the 
other Arab parties to the peace negotiations also have the right to 
negotiate with the Israelis to ensure the return of their usurped 
-rights and lands, said the paper.- All is fair if the negotiations are 
based on U.N. Security Council resolutions 242 and 338, on which 
the peace process which started in Madrid is founded, the paper 
added. The paper said that Jordan had taken a decision to sever 
legal and administrative ties with the West Bank for the sole 
fmrpose of giving the Palestinians the right to pursue efforts 
towards regaining their rights and their homeland. Since the PLO 
is the sole and legitimate representative of the Palestinian people, 
as endorsed by the Rabat Summit, it has the right to negotiate for 
the Palestinians and regain their lost lands and rights, continued 
the daily. For this reason, Jordan has voiced its backing to the, 
PLO for its efforts to regain these rights and for ensuring an end 
to occupation, said the paper. Due to the special relationship 
between the Jordanians and the Palestinians, Amman can only 
voice its blessings to any deal accepted by the PLO and the 
Palestinian people, added the daily. But the paper said that more 
coordination between the Jordanians and the Palestinians ought 
to take place and there is real need for an Arab summit meeting to 
give an overall approval to the steps taken by the Palestinians to 
ensure their rights and future. 

A COLUMNIST in A1 Ra'i daily Saturday backed the Palestinian. 
Israeli agreement, but noted that Jordan has the right to take 
measures that would prevent any move that could endanger its 
own security as a result of that particular agreement. Fabd A1 
Fanek said that since Jordan and the other Arab states had given 
the PLO the right to be the sole, legitimate representative of the 
Palestinian people, they all have to bless the organisation’s 
agreements with Israel. No Arab party has the right to interfere in 
the PLO’s dedsions as no Arab party defended the Palestinians in 
the face cf the massacres and the aggression they had been facing 
in Lebanon and Palestine, stressed the writer. The text of the 
Israeli-Palestinian agreement reveals that the PLO has secured 
label's recognition of the organisation and provided a program- 
me for autonomy rule and the other benefits targetied at the start 
of the Mao ' 1 peace conference, he pointed out. It is easy for 
those Palestinians living in the rich districts of Amman to voice 
their opposition to the agreement, because they have not suffered 
from Israeli ^ cupation rule nor are they harmed by the Israeli 
presence in Palestine, said Fanek. AH that Jordan can do now is to 
Mess the agre nent, but it also has the right to take appropriate 
■measures to t its own interests, 


Sunday’s Economic Pulse 


By Dr. Faked A1 Fanek 


Why should Jordan worry ? 


THE FACT that the PLO did not consult with Jordan before 
striking a deal with Israel is bad, but not harmful in itself. Mr. 
Arafat will make up for this with more hugs and losses. The 
questions, therefore, are: Why should Jordan worry about the 
Gaza-Jericbo deal, what are the possible risks for its own security 
and finally, what are the Jordanian options towards these rides? 

Jordan should have at least three areas to wony about and, 
bopefoUy, to do something to minimise the risk or prevent the 
damages. The first is demography, the second is economy, while 
the thud is security. 

The full details of the PLO-Israeli accords are not yet made 
public. We,in Jordan, have no alternative but to depend soley on 
Israeli sources, which are not dependable nor known for their 
accuracy. There was also a mention of confidential annexes 
related to security and other matters which complicate things 
further. Therefore, it is quite possible that other risks do exist and 
we are not even aware of them. 

As facts stand now, Jordan should worry about a potential 
transfer of population from Gaza Strip to Jordan via Jericho. The 
Gazans will, of course, have the right to move to Jericho, which 
may serve as a waiting point or a station for crossing into Jordan 
over the bridges. 

Jordan should also worry about the consequences of a 
Palestinian economy that is folly open to Israel. The continued 
trade activities at the bridges mean an implied access for the 
Israeli industry to Jordan's market without official normalisation 
of relations or waiting for an acceptable peace treaty. If Jordan 
ends its boycott against Israel, and grants the Jewish state an 
effective channel to the vast Arab markets, Israel will find no 
reason to make any concessions to Jordan in their trilateral 
negotiations in Washington. 

To that we add the possible civil strife that may erupt between 
supporters of the PLO and its opponents in the occupied 
territories, which may spQl over into Jordan, threatening in the 


process its internal security and national unity. 

What should be done? 

The whole problem fies in the “open bridges” policy that 
Jordan had adopted long ago under emotional pressure to help 
Palestinians under occupation and facilitate their lives. Now that 
the circumstances are expected to be altered drastically, Jordan 
should dose the bridges until such time when the nature of the 
agreement becomes known, especially if Israel continues to 
control the bridges and dictate who and what is allowed to cross in 
which direction. 

If the bridges continue to operate under Israeli supervision, the; 
results should be known in advance. People wfll be encouraged to 
cross the bridges eastwards, while returning westwards would 
remain extremely difficult and subject to documentation and time 
limitation. The bridges wfll be used to evacuate Gaza and West 
Bank gradually, at the expense of Jordan. ~ . 

On the economic side, the Israelis arc operating the bridges in a 
mann er that allows products and commodities to cross tbe bridges 
eastwards but does not allow Jordanian products to enter tbe 
West Bank and Israel. The occupied territories have thus been 
used as a captive market for Israeli industry and output. 

Closing the bridges will protect Jordan demographically and 
wfll protect the Jordanian economy from the unfair competition 
posed by an Israeli economy which is heavily subsidised, up to $6 
billion a year; it will also serve as a signal that Jordan cannot be 
taken for granted by any party and that its worries must be 
addressed and -taken into acc ou nt. 

Would the Jordanian government act responsibly and decisively 
and dose the bridges immerfiately? This is a big question which 
will not be answered, perhaps, for days or weeks. It is a question 
that could test the government’s capability in meeting real 
challenges. 


Revive observance of 
humanitarian law 


By Cornefio Sommaruga 


GENEVA — When the cold war 
finally came t6 an end. many of 
us believed that this was the 20th 
century’s best moment for con- 
structing a durable world peace. 
The United Nations would at 
least be able to implement its 
mandate, based on universally 
recognised values laid down in 
international law. 

.Disputes, rattier than bong 
fought out in trendies or in the 
air, would be referred to tbe 
World Court. Aimed forces would be 
deployed only to enforce the deci- 
sions of tbe U.N. Security Coun- 
cil. National armed forces would 
be pro gre s s ively reduced to the 
minimum necessary for assuring 
interna] order. 

I have not given up hope that 
such a stare of affairs ^realisable. 
Despite all the setbacks, many 
important steps have been taken 
in the last three yeare to streng- 
then die authority of both the 
Security Council and internation- 
al law and to build up the 
peacekeeping end peace- 
enforcing powers of the United 
Nations. 

Nevertheless, it is impossible 
from my vantage point not to be 
all but overwhelmed by tbe car- 
nage that has been unleashed in 
various comers of the globe in 
recent years. 

I respect the findings of the 
Stockholm International Peace 
institute, which reports that the 
number of major conflagrations 
has decreased year by year in tbe 
last five years. Yet while accept- 
ing this welcome news I am strode 
by a degree of savagery un- 
leashed mat neither I nor my 
colleagues in the field have wit- 


nessed before. 

Perhaps it is because both we 
and tbe media have more access 
to the eye of tbe storm than 
previous generations had. That is 
part of it. 

But we are also convinced that 
the practice of war has undergone 
a change for the worse. Chilian 
populations are becoming with 
ever greater frequency the hos- 
tages of warlords and the primary 
target of their oppon en ts. We 
also observe a marked increase in 
sexual violence, directed in par- 
ticular against women and chil- 
dren. 

In too many places, as the 
clamps of the cold war era have 
been removed, a u t h o rity , for all . 
its failings a stabilising force, has 
been , replaced by. anarchy. The 
control of weapons is no longer in 
responsible hands. Instead we see 
very sophisticated weapons being 
deployed by people who arc often 
no more than dan leaders, fac- 
tional figures or upstart warlords 
whose only claim to the charisma 
of leadership is the ruthlessness 
with which they wield the gun. 

At least at the time of the 
Vietnam war we knew who was 
saying “no” to us. Now there is 
often nobody who can make a 
firm decision, and a “yes” can 
become a “no” in tbe flick of an 
eyelash. A promise for the safe 
passage of our relief workers is 
broken with haphazard regular- 
ity. Our emblem is ignored, 
mocked and shot at. We have lost 
IS of our field staff in tbe last year 
alone. 

It is for these reasons that we 
asked tbe Swiss g over nm ent, as 
depositary of the Geneva conven- 


tions, to call the International 
Conference for tbe Protection of 
War Victims, to be held starting 
on Monday in Geneva. 

Every member co untry of the 
United Nations has been invited, 
together with observers ranging 
from the U.N. secretary-general's ■ 
office to the Federal Republic of 
Yugoslavia ta the FLO to 
Amnesty International. 

Our aim is nothing less than 
resuscitation of the observance of 
international lwnnaniturfa^ law. 

Tbe International Committee 
of the Red Cross, the initiator of 
the Geneva conventions, has 
been charged by those members 
of tbe world community who are 
signatories with monitoring the 
application of’ its articles. We 
intend' at tins confe r ence ~to dis-' 
charge this obligation with a re- 
newed fervor and to persuade 
those countries — in particular 
those influential members of the 
Security Council, the United 
States, France and Britain, which 
have not yet ratified the addition- 
al Protocols' I and II adopted in 
1977, widening the Geneva con- 
ventions to farther protect civi- 
lians — to do so speedily. 

In particular, we are asking 
participants to make a public 
commitment to end tbe massacre 
of civilians, summary executions, 
systematic torture of detainees, 
inhuman conditions of detention, 
the starvation or forced displace- 
ment of populations, oxfisenmin- 
ate use of arms, the plundering of 
hu ma n itarian aid and the murder 
of personnel working under the 
emblems of the Red CroSk and 
the Red Crescent. 

This means all countries and all 


peoples taking seriously the 
Geneva conventions ana the 
additional protocols, which 
means incorporating their obliga- 
tions into military instruction mid 
school curricula. 

It means pumshing war crimin- 
als and restricting the arms trade 
from which so much money is 
made at the expense of the con- 
trol of war. 

It also means resolving to sepa- 
rate more deafly humanitarian 
aid from other political and milit- 
ary goals, mdmfag peacekeep- 
ing. 

u means tightening the interna- 
tional restrictions on die use of 
those conventional weapons that 
cause excessive damage to life 
and Hmb. 

Finally, it means recognising, 
die competence of the Interna- 
tional Fact-Finding Commission, 
established in principle in 1977 
but not deployed as foreseen to 
investigate allegations of viola- 
'tions of the Geneva conventions 
and the additional protocols. 

International humanitarian law 
exists to help save mankind from 
the scourge of war. All of us, 
wherever we are, need it to work 
as intended. Negligence, ignor- 
ance and bestiabty are its ene- 
mies. In Geneva, as tbe shadow 
of war lies once again across 
■mankind’s path to progress, we 
must resolve to treat tins pro- 
found body of law more serious- 
ly- 

The writer is president of the 
International Committee of the 
Red Cross. This article is re- 
printed trim tbe International 
HesraW Tribune. 


The heartening 
assertion of the 
Semitic centre 

By Rami G. Kbouri 


This article is reprinted trim 
the Sept 3 , 1993, issue of tins 
New York Times. 

The Palestinian-Israeli declara- 
tion of principles for peaoe 
leading to' initial Palestinian 
self-government in Ga?a- 
Jeriebo is a historic .break- 
through that deserves wide- 
spread support. Flawed, secre- 
tive, partial and vague as it 
may. be, the agreement repre- 
sents a heartening historical 
dynamic that fee Middle East 
Iras ' not witnessed since the 
Zkraist/Arab nationalist con- 
flict started nearly a century 
ago: the setf-confidfent asser- 
tion of fee rational and huma- 
nistic Semitic political centre in 
a region feat has long been 
dominated by emotionalism, 

' maximalism, militarism and 
fear. 

The centrist forces of Semi- 
tic composure and realism — 
re pres e nted by Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO) 
chairman Yasser Arafat and 
the Labour-led Israeli lead- 
ership — have taken an enor- 
mous, daring gamble for 
peace. They enjoy the support 
of fee majority of their peo- 
ples, but they have to move 
decisively to translate their 
daring hope into a stable peace 
feat future generations of 
Arabs, and Israelis can live 
with. 

To many of ns in this region, 
tbe accord’s self-evident 
vagueness and weaknesses are 
compellingly outweighed by its 
positive elements. It enshrines 
PLO-IsraeK joint recognition, 
it allows Palestinians and 
Israelis to envisage peaceful 
coexistence in two adjacent 
national entities, it confirms 
both sides’ Acceptance of a 
gradual, phased and peaceful 
resolution of fee Arab-Israeli 
conflict, it provides a realistic 
alternative to tbe Middle 
East’s gruesome cycle of death 
•and destruction, and, for tbe 
Palestinians, it represents the 
20th century’s first, albeit small 
and symbolic, territorial and 
political rollback of Zionist/ 
Israeli do mi na t ion of Pales- 
tine. 

The procedural reservations 
raised by Palestinians and 
other Arabs are accurate and 
valid. Mr. Arafat and his small 
circle of advisors are secretive 
and autocratic, and Arab 
states such as Jordan, Lebanon 
and Syria are deeply piqued 
abont not being consulted or 
informed ahead of time. Arab 
states that thought they were 
politically coordinating before 
every round of Middle East 
peace talks now feel rather 
foolish. Jordan also feels that 
Mr. Arafat’s secretive ways 
erode the trust feat must 
underpin fee current joint 
Joirianian-Palestinian peace 
negotiating team, and a future 
Jordaman-Palestihian confed- 
eration and it resents being 
assign ed a future role in the 
region without being consulted 


beforehand. 

Arab anger at how the 
accord was reached win’ dissi- 
pate in time — as they have in 
similar situations in the past — 
but legitimate substantive 
questions will linger. Many 
Palestinians and other Arabs 
fear feat the Gaza-Jericho for- 
mula's huge c op cesaaoiis insti- 
tutionalise Palestinian political 
weaknesses, fr agment fee in- 
tegrity of the Israeh -occupied 
Palestinian territories and hold 
out little or no hope of any 
further significant Palestinian 
gains. They wony that Israel's 
bilateral engagement of the 
Palestinians could grievously 
dilute tbe conbepT of a compre- 
hensive Arab-Israeli peace 
accord based on U.N. Security 
Council Resolutions 242 and 
338. 


‘To many of ns hr tbb regio n , 
the accord’s self-evident 


Bngjy on twdgbed by Us positive 
elements. It enshrines PLO-* 
IsraeE joint recognition, UaBovr* 
Pltiesthaaos and IsraeMs to envis- 
age peaceful c o e xis ten ce fo 
attfacent national entities, k con- 
firms both tides* acceptance at 
«... p e a ce ful resolution to tire 
Middle East’s gruesome cycle of 
death and destruction r> 


The burden is on the PLO, * 
also, to address valid* 1 
Palestinian/ Arab concerns ab- 
out the potentially serious re- 
gional consequences of the 
agreement, vis-a-vis issues 
such as Jerusalem, refugee 
flows., economic investment 
patterns, pressures on fragile 
land and water resources, poli- 
tical extremism, military secur- 
ity, the status of Palestinians in 
Arab countries, and fee re- 
sidual impact on fee diplomatic 
role and political importance 
of existing Arab states. 

If centrist Palestinians and 
Israelis are to ov e r co m e fee 
often violent religious and 
secular opposition they face 
- jfrom the right and left, they 
most act quickly, openly and 
? .^dedsjvcly. They should exert 
all possible efforts to assure 
that Israel's speedy military 
redeployment and transfer erf 
authority to Palestinians 
achieve three key results: 

1. real improvement in tbe 
socio-economic conditions and 
quality of life of Palestinians in 
Palestine and a’sense of hope 
and dignity for diaspora 
Palestinians; 2. ironclad con- 
firmation that GazarJericho Is 
only the initial phase of a 
larger diplomatic dynamic that 
wfll restore Palestinian nation- 
al rights and return Israeli- 
occupied lands to Syria, Leba- 
non and Jordan and 3. a sense 
for Israelis feat they can live in 
peace and security in the Mid- 
dle East because they, in turn, 
have finally accepted the 
national reality and rights of 
tbe Palestinians. 


Collapse of talks spells trouble for Bosnians 


By Dusan Stojauovk 

The Associated Press 

GENEVA — The collapse of 
Bosnian peace talks sets tbe scene 
for a surge in fighting and the 
escalation of human tragedy as 
fee deadly cold of winter 
approaches. 

Talks between warring Serbs, 
Croats and Muslims broke off 
Wednesday, exactly one year af- 
ter they were launched. President 
Alija Izetbegovic of Bosnia said 
the proposed three-way partition 
of the republic failed to guarantee 
the survival of a future Muslim 
state. 

Bosnian Serbs and Croats, the 
winners in the 17-month war, 
rejected Muslim demands for an 
-additional 4 per cent more land 
and access to the sea. Mediators 
had proposed giving Muslims 31 
per cent, Serbs 52 per cent and 
Croats 17 per cent. 

Bosnian Serb leader Radovan 
Karadzic has warned the Serbs 
and Croats may split the country 
between themselves now that the 
talks have collapsed. 

However, fee Serbs already 
control 70 per cent of Bosnia ana 
are unlikely to risk unleashing 
threatened NATO air strikes by 
grabbing land of little strategic or 
historic value to them. 

But fighting between former 
Muslim and Croat allies in central 
Bosnia is likely to inteqsify. Both 
sides claim towns where equal 
numbers of the two ethnic groups 
lived in harmony before fee war. 

Mr. Izetbegovic, forced by 
negotiating pressure and battle- 
field realities to agree to the 
principle of ethnic partition, nev- 
er hid his hatted of fee peace 
package. 

. “The signing of this plan would 
be tantamount to a collective 
suidde for the Muslims," he said. 


“Either we get a viable state, or 
no deal." 

A glance at the map that was 
tabled shows that fee proposed 
Mnslim state was largelydictated 
- by Serb mflitaiy gains. The land- 
locked region would entirely de- 
pend on hostile Serbs and Groats 
who would control Muslim life- 
lines to the Adriatic Sea and fee 
Sava River. 

The capital of Sarajevo, in- 
stead of belonging to fee Mus- 
lims, would be placed under Un- 
ited Nations protection. Muslims 
also would lose the strategic 
southern town of Mostar to foe 
Croats. 

Only hours after the talks col- 
lapsed, Mr. Izetbegovic received 
much needed support from the 
United States, encouraging him 
to hold out for a better settle- 
ment. 

o 

In unusually stiff terms, Secret- 
ary of State Warren Christopher 
called Thursday on Serbia and 
Croatia, which back their ethnic 
brethren in Bosnia, to grant the 
Muslims more land. He also said 
fee Serb and Croat negotiators in 
Geneva should “show greater fle- 
xibility.’^ 

The Croats’ refusal to give 
Muslims a piece of land on the 
Adriatic Sea was the prime cause 
of the collapse of fee talks. 

The Serbs in feet made a pain- 
ful concession by offering a land 
oonidor to link up Muslim en- 
claves in Serb-controlled eastern 
Bosnia. Mr. Izetbegovic sai d this 
was not enough ana al»-WSnfecT 
■ more land in northeastern 
Bosnia. 

European Community 
mediator Lord Owen warned feat 
anarchy, war- 
and chaos is not that far 
away” and said fee international 
community had no alternative 


plan to offer to stop tbe blood- 
shed. 

Bnt Croatian President Franjo 
Tudjman, in a fury as he left the 
talks, said it may take “weeks or 
even months" before a new 
round of negotiations is held. 
Meanwhile, Croatia has in- 


creased the number of regular 
army troops in southern and een- 
tral Bosnia, according to reliable 
military sources. 

U.N. officials have warned of a 
high death toll in Bosnia this 
winter. 

Aid officials had predicted 


400,000 deaths last winter, but 
that was averted by abnormally 
mild weather. This year, howev- 
er, there are few food stockpiles, 
and much less shelter. 

There are also mounting fears 
that Croatia may kick out hun- 
dreds of thousands of Muslim 


refugees who fled from Bosnia 
during the war. 

“If fee war continues into the 
winter there is going to be a 
disaster,” said Ron Redmond, 
spokesman for the United Na- 
tions High Commission for Re- 
fugees. 
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Egyptian painter exhibits work 

Talent and hard work 
bring back a golden, old era 


By ini Wahbetr 

Jordan Times Staff Reparixr 

FUHF.1S — The pharaoh and 
ins consort are hokfingconrt. 
Tbc scribe is dutifully at band 
with a scroll of p ar chment on 
which he wiB immortalise the 
sapient words of the holy rater. 

In a neatly tited, spacious, 
.well-lit. square, guards nnwor- 
riedly pace up abd down in 
front of an official-looking 
budding. They are dressed in 
fee short white robes of the 
time and armed with lances. 

farther away, in fee beat of 
the desert, dad in white and 
obviously belonging to a low 
.caste, labourers trace fee place 
of a future construction. It 
ooald be a pyramid, a castle or 
£ less royal tomb. The sun is 
lengthening., the shades of the 
primitive took and of fee obe- 
dient workers, an obvious sign 
feat it is setting soon. 

If ever you were fascinated 
by, or at least curious to know, 
how fee was in ancient Egypt, 
Hussein Bflcar, the venerable 
' painter, art critic, musician and 
poet (born in Alexandria in 
1913), who exhibits his worts 
at the Baikal Art Gallery, will 
give you more than an insight 
into what you .are looking for. 

The much acclaimed human- 
ist, who undertook painting 
the history of Abu Simbel, at 
PhQae, fee “eighth wonder” of 
the world, in 50 canvases, did 
that white work was under way 
to salvage the site before the 
rise of the Aswan Dam lake in . 
1970. 

The photorealist gouaches 
faithfully reproduce the well- 


known traits of fee statuary 
Egyptian art of the antiquity: 
■ grand iose dimensions, static 
attitude and submission to the 
frontal law, which demands 
feat tire body be represented 
frontally and be stnedy sym- 
, metrical along the vertical axis 
that passes through the nose 
bridge, sternum and navel. 

But the vivid colours with no 
intermediate shades, again 
typical of fee art at the time, 
also manage to transpose fee 
viewer into the world Of nrille- 
nia long buried under the dust 
of history and make one 
actually live with the charac- 
ters depicted. 

The works ' document fee in 
ancient Egypt with sudr mi- 
nute details feat few a moment 
they make one forget that re- 


construction of fee mode of life 
»at the time is only tentatively 
presumed and that the artist, 
after all, is our contemporary 
and not that of the Sphynx or 
Tutankhamen. 

Bo nding a pyramid, com- 
plete with scaffolding, myriads 
erf slave workers and “super- 
visors” holding plans drawn on 
papyrus or watching a naval 
parade of slim row boats, 
watching Isis and Osiris (most 
likely) hold council or dancers 
entertain the pharaoh, are 
masterfully ana convin cingly 
executed images, fruit erf re- 
search, imagination and love 
for the country’s history. 

More actual works recreate 
the British colonial times, 
when kakhi-uniformed men 
and Victorian-dressed women 
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One of Hnmefa Biker's works on (fisplay at the Ba&a Art Gallery 


watch in awe the massive 
monuments, by now a land- 
mark of the Egyptian touristic 
landscape. 

A modem panorama by the 
sea is as interesting to watch, 
from a historical perspective, 
as fee Artist’s ramblings in old 
pyramid crypts or his rendition 
of fee in ok! times. 

Tombs open for us, frescoes 
are as fresh as when they 'were 
first painted, hieroglyphs intri- 
gue and challenge human 
knowledge. 

Pots are lined up awaiting 
rituals of some cult unknown 
to ns or, less occult, bolding 
dyes of different shades, await- 
ing for the doth that would 
adorn the rich. 

Headdresses, sashes and col- 
lar ornaments are brightly col- 
oured in turquoise, yellow, 
bine or brick red, contrasting 
with the sober, white loin doth 
of the poor or die chaste, white 
robes attiring graceful, young 
girls* bodies. 

Dark slave girls serve upon 
the privileged or entertain 
than. Men, short-haired cap- 
tives or locals with square cut, 
shoulder-long hair at the nape 
and straight fringe, are used 
for cutting stone, rowing boats, 
building or guarding palaces. 

The artist manages to take 
us into an enchanting world of 
(fiKgence and superior intelli- 
gence, that of fee fascinating 
Egypt of Kbeops and Nefeititi, 
of times of glory ami immortal- 
ity. 

The exhibition, that opens 
today. Sept. 5, 1993, at a 6 
p.m.j will run onto Sept. 25, 
daQy. 


‘Pearl of Adriatic 9 shines again 
hut tourists not enchanted 


•••- * By Mark Heinrich 

* - • Renter 

' 3T- ; .• ■■•a' is. - ■: '--.c • 

; DUBROVNIK; Croatia .4 The 
tc: - **p*arfr of fee Adriatic” hasjoe- 
~ • Brined woe of its kxeadny tame as 
*. ■: - -■ the douds of war have receded. 
:: i ” The wreckage wrought by 
: -is • bombardment has vanished and 
j.-.- - the bustle of old is making a 
r- ' valiant comeback in Dubrovnik, 
■r. ; f but the glitter of the walled Croa- 
-* tiari renaissance town is not what 
_- -i -- it. once was. 

"•; ^ For although fee last artillery 
' * shell to fall within the circular 

’ ramparts jutting into turquoise 
- ■ ^ ’ seas seems a remote memory and 
^ ; Serb forces have pulled back 
" from their positions, western 
tourists have not flocked back, 
j ‘^Xliis new appearance of nor- 
'■ r ! ” raality is a bit deceptive. The 

z. streets may look crowded but fee 
r __ only tourists here used to live 

• “ here or have relatives here,” says 
r ■- Z Blasko Stankovic, a waiter at the 

.• elegant, Viennese-style town 


and inland- in Bosnia. - 

Dubrovnik, whose aidntectn- 
ral . treasures . .were "battered by 
Sob siege guns in a 1991 assault 
that shocked ' many worldwide-, 
has come a long way from die 
desolation of a year ago. 

a 

Then, in > fee/! aftermath of 
Croatia's independence war and 
with the Serbs still lobbing the 
odd long-range shell into die 
town to keep it on tenterhooks, 
every shop and restaurant was 
boarded up and rubble littered 
the cobbled pedestrian byways. 

There were more pigeons and 
burnt out vehicles in fee streets 
than people. Residents felt so 


“There are maybe 50 real tour- 
ists in Dubrovnik and I recognise 
many of them,” said tour guide 
Vesna Gamulin. 

Residents fear feat tourism in 
. - Dubrovnik,- Hke elsewhere on 
“ Croatia's scenic Dalmatian coast, 
a . will not revive without an end to 
ethnic wars in a small Serb en- 
\ clave of Croatia near the Adriatic 


abandoned that they wept with 
joy when a former local piano 
prodigy came home from Paris to 
give a recital in fee bomb-dam- 
aged, 14th-century Franciscan 
monastery. 

The seeds for revival in Dub- 
rovnik were planted when the 
Serbian-led Yugoslav Army 
(JNA) withdrew from the south- 
ern aid of Croatia's coast last 
year under a U.N.-brokered dis- 
engagement agreement. 

These were the last JNA forces 
to leave Croatia after a ceasefire 
ending its war of independence 
from Yugoslavia. 

A few shells fired by JNA- 
backed Serb insurgents in south- 
west Bosnia 30 km inland hit 
outlying modem districts of Dub- 


rovnik early this year but the old 
town has not been touched for a 
year. 

Croatian military, spokesman 
JLuksa Glaviqja saysjDubrovmi's , 
security has improved markedly 
because fee Serbs have decided 
further : attacks null cause them 
more harm than good. 

“It is unlikely they will hit 
Dubrovnik' again because they 
are good politicians who are 
trying to gam as much territory in 
Bosnia as possible from the 
Geneva peace talks, so why risk 
another (international) uproar 
over Dubrovnik?" 

The evaporation of mifitaiy 
pressure on Dubrovnik has done 
wonders for local life in the town 
of 50,000, which is on world 
cultural body UNESCO's list of 
internationally protected historic- 
al monuments. 

Boutiques selling designer 
dothes, smart restaurants and 
cafes and currency-exchange 
offices have reopened along fee 
limestone Stradun Boulevard, 
stretching between the two 
Gothic town gates, and in fee 
enchanting warren of narrow 
streets snaking out from it. 

Dubrovnik’s famed outdoor 
summer festival of classical music 
and theatre resumed this year 
after a two-year break. 

The Stradun Cinema is show- 
ing Hollywood's “Basic Instinct” 
and “Under Siege”. 


Visitors once again walk the 
heights -of the 25-metre high 
walls, fee immense mediaeval 
girth of which absorbed modem 
.artillery without. problem. 

Architectural monuments like 
the baroque St. Blaise's Church, 
the 15th century Onofrio Foun- 
tain and the Franciscan Friary are 
boarded up awaiting repairs to 
war damage pending an interna- 
tional Monetary Fund grant due 
in September. 

Aside from streets jutted by 
mortar bomb explosions, one or 
‘ two gutted bufldongs and a num- 
ber of facades obscured by scaf- 
folding, it is hard to tell feat 
Dubrovnik was under bombard- 
ment less than two years ago. 

Yet the true damage runs 
deeper. 

Only about five of Dubrovnik’s 
35 hotels, whose occupants swel- 
led fee town's population three or 
fourfold before the war, are 
open. They are occupied almost 
exclusively by U.N. peacekeep- 
ing officers and foreign journal- 
ists, like a year ago. 

Retail ana souvenir shops cry 
out for 'Easiness. 

These days the Stradun Book- 
store sells school textbooks in- 
stead of tour guides. 


only nave to refill fee postcard 
stand once a week now. Before it 
was twice a day,” said Shop, 
assistant Nina Zitmk. 


A double exile for 
Bosnia’s man in London 


By Tom Porteons 

LONDON — In fee Bosnian 
Information Centre in Lebanon, 
a young Bosnian woman is trying 
to sort out her problem. Her 
Yugoslav passport has run out of 
pages for stamps. She is applying 
for a new, Bosnian passport. But 
the nearest embassy is in Paris. In 
order to go to Paris, she needs a 
new passport 

It is a fa miliar problem for 
many Bosnian refugees stranded 
throughout Europe, caught in the 
tangles of bureaucratic red tape. 
Mam im Nahas, director of the 
London centre, is Hying to find a 
solution. A tetter is drafted to the 
British Home Office requesting a 
special travel document to allow 
the young woman to apply for a 
French visa so that she can travel 
to France and apply for a Bosnian 
passport. 

No sooner is the problem re- 
solved than the telephone rings. 
Some newcomer to England, 
another escapee from the horror 
of Bosnia Herzegovina, is asking 
bow to apply for refugee status in 
Bri tain. Mr. Nahas goes through 
the list of papers required Hke a 
familiar litany. These are every-, 
day events at the centre as Bos- 
nians become the latest group to 
join the outcasts of this world. 

Mr. Nahas is pomliarly well 
qualified to be midwife to the 
faith pangs of Bosnia’s collective 
exile. As a Palestinian, he has 
fived in exile since 1947 when, as 
an infant, he was driven — along 
with his family — from his home 
village of Ramleh during the war 
which saw the creation of the 
Jewish state of Israel. After grow- 
ing up among the refugees of the 
West Bank, Mr. Nahas travelled 
to Sarajevo to continue his formal 
education. The year was 1966. 
Bosnia was a republic to Tito’s 
Yugoslavia and a strong suppor- 
ter of the Palestinian cause. Soon 
Sarajevo became Mr. Nahas' 
'second home. He married a Bos- 
nian and took Bosnian national- 
ity. Having trained as an 
architect, he became a successful 
businessman with two import-ex- 
port companies operating be- 
tween Yugoslavia and the Middle 
East . 

When the war in Bosnia Herze- 
govina broke out in April 1992, 
Mr. Nahas moved his wife and 
their three children to Britain as ar 
temporary measure, a precau- 
tion. But then the Bosnian Serb 
army started to shell Sarajevo, 
Mr. Nahas realised that the stay 
in London would be more perma- 
nent: Bosnia was becoming 
another Palestine; he had been 
exited for a second time. 

Mr. Nahas draws a bitter para- 
llel between fee fate of hundreds 
of thousands of Palestinians 
driven from their homes and the' 
fate of Bosnia's Muslims now 
being forcibly evicted by aggres- 
sion and the threat of it from their 
homes and villages by Serbs and 
Groats in the process known as 
“ethnic deansing.” 

As a Palestinian who had lived 
it all before, Mr. Nahas realised . 
more quickly than other Bosnians 
what was happening. He knew 
that unless fee Bosnians acted ■ 
quickly on the ground and diplo- 
matically, the territory they were 
losing bit by fat to Serbs and 
Croats would be lost for ever. 
'This was one of the reasons why 
be lobbied — using high-level 
connections he had developed as 
a leading Sarajevo businessman 
" — to set np an Information Cen- 
tre in London. His other motiva- 
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Mamim Nahas 

tion was gratitude. 

“I am doing this because I lived 
in Bosnia, in Sarajevo, for 26 
years,” he says. “Bosnia gave me 
a diploma, a home — all that I 
have, I have it in Bosnia. That’s 
why I am trying to return a little 
bit of what I owe to Bosnia by 
helping the people and the 
country.” 

Opened last August as a result 
of Mr. Nahas’ efforts, the centre 
has a multitude of functions. It 
gives advice and co unselling to 
Bosnian refugees living in Bri- 
tain. It helps them in their deal- 
ings wife the British authorities. 
It coordinates h umani tarian aid 
•to Bosnia. It raises funds for the 
Bosnian cause. It provides the 
British media with information 
and bulletins on behalf of the 
Bosnian government. It has even 
set-up a .small newspaper-and 
organised a Bosnian football 
team. 

So successful, in fact, has the 
centre been that Mr. Nahas hopes 
it win soon become a proper 
'embassy. “We have already got 
the approval of the British gov- 
ernment for opening an embas- 
sy,” he says. “A budding has 
been chosen. Very soon we hope 
the ambassador wifi come.” 

• -And yet, as time goes by and 
war continues to make inroads on 
Bosnian territory, the viability of 
the Bosnian state becomes more 
and more precarious. In the di- 
plomatic effort to co unter this 
development, the main task of 
the Bosnian Information Centre 
is to marshal British opinion in 
such a way as to pressure the 
British government to take a fir- 
mer stand against fee aggressors 
in Bosnia. And yet, as Mr. Nahas 
knows all too well, this is an 
u phill stra ggl e. 

Although there is widespread 
sympathy in Britain for the plight 
of the Bosnian government and 
what it represents, there is also a 
strong sense feat to take firm 
military action in the quagmire of 
the complex Balkan war would 
involve a drawn-out military com- 
mitment In tiie course of which 
British lives would be lost. 

It is by no means certain feat 
public opinion would remain 
sympathetic to the Sarajevo gov- 
ernment once this happened. 
And this is one important reason 
why the British government has 
stopped short of sending troops 
on a combat mission to halt Bar- 
man Serb advances. 

“There is a strong feeling in 


Britain that the West is not doing 
enough,” says Mr. Nahas, “but 
this feeling is not well organised 
in such a way as to have an effect 
on the policy of the government. 
We know feat the British Prime 
Minster, John Major, has left 
this matter to his foreign secret- 
ary, Douglas Hurd, and Mr. 
Hard is the only person who is 
dealing wife the Bosnia crisis. 
But he has one attitude, which he 
does not want to change, whatev- 
er Bosnia pays in human life.' 1 

According to Mr. Nahas, even 
'the sympathy of western public 
opinion is not as strong as is 
sometimes claimed. People see 
the suffering on television and- 
they may be moved by it. But this 
does not translate into a sense of 
political responsibility. It is 
almost as though simply by seeing 
what is happening on television 
the public feels it has done 
enough for Bosnia. Britain’s best 
selling daily newspaper. The Sun, 
for example, has had a policy 
almost since the start of fee war 
not to write about it — fee 
rationale being that its readers 
just don’t want to know. 

“We are thankful for fee 
efforts of some erf the media 
here,” says Mr. Nahas, referring 
to a recent week-long series of 
films on Bosnia by the 'indepen- 
dent TV station Channel 4 and to 
'a campaign for military interven- 
tion in the Independent newspap- 
er. “But maybe we need a cam- 
paign comparable to the anti- 
Vietnam war movement. These 
days if we ask people to come out 
for marches and demonstrations, 
only a few people show np.” 

But it is not only the West 
which is failing to provide enough 
help, says Mr. Nahas. He is also 
critical of the attitude of the 
governments of the Muslim 
World, where people are out- 
raged at what is happening in 
Bosnia on religious grounds as 
well as on .humanitarian and 
ethical grounds. “The Muslim 
governments have the power to 
stop the war m Bosnia by pressing 
the West. Let me give yon an 
example. The exports of Britain 
to fee Middle East are about 60 
per cent. AO the Middle East has 
to do is say 'Stop we are not going 
to deal with you until you save 
Bosnia, help Bosnia.’ They can 
do it. But everybody is watching 
and doing' nothing.” 

„ Mr. Nahas rejects as Serbian 
propaganda tbc assertion that the 


‘Pork police 9 attack shops in name of Judaism 


By Sank Helm 

■ “The Nazis used to measure your 

• skull to tell if you were a Jew or 
’ not,” says Uri Semof, laying- out 
; “illkat” produce on his oboRjingr 
a board, as the door is unlocked to 

• let another customer into this 

• small store thick with the smell of 
; spicy frig meat. -There is httle 
: fight. Net curt ain s obscure the 

• trade and bars protect 

• a gfUntf intruders. 

■ «We are against this business 
: of drfrnmg vtio is a Jew. It is 

■ primitive. They think if we sell 
: peak today the next day we vnD 
! he setting narcotics. It's brain- 


Mr. Semof is the latest victim 
-in the “pork-wars” of Ashdod 
being fought in detiebby shop- 
ping malls erf. this Mefeterrancan 
resort town where in the past two . 
years the population has swollen - 
by a third .with fee arrival of 
35,000 immigrants from the for- 
mer Soviet Union, They care 
Httle. for Jewish ritnaLrbut have 
. been brought to tive.cfacck-iy- 
jowl with Jews of largely Mkkfle 
Eastern origin, many of whom 
are traditional in their practices. 

The dash of cultures has 
turned violent m recent weeks, as 
' the relfeioiv have used force to 
end what they see as. one of fee 
.worst violations of Judaism - 


perpetrated by the newcomers: 
the sale of pork, which they say is 
barred by Jewish law. The win- 
dows of Mr. Seniors shop were 
broken two weeks ago by ultra- 
Orthodox “pork police”, who 
had first tried to burn the store - 
down. Mr. Seraofs car has been ' 
burnt and he' has been physically 
attacked. Most of fee 14 pock 
stores opened by the new immig- 
rants have been harassed. One 
was burnt down. 

“It s humiliating- The anti- 
Semitism here is worse than in’ 
fee Soviet Union. It is as if we 
Russians were from -another 
planet,” says Mr. Semof, who 
immigrated from Kietr two years 
ago. Vera Moizhesbevsky, 
anotherpork butcher, says: “Life 
was more democratic-and liberal 
in Leningrad.” She used to be an 
engineer in fee Soviet Union and 
now pays a £25 fine each week for 
setting pork. “I came here expect- 
ing a European city. It is wild and 

onentaL I think they are jealous 
of us Russians.” 

Fork sale is not illegal in Israel, 


shops closed down. “The Rus- 
sians have lost their Judaism. 
They have not i mmi g ra ted to the 
U.S. or England. They have 
come to Israel and must observe 
our traditions.” 

The problems of “absorption” 
— as Israel terms the process of 
area inflating new immi grants — 
continues to confound Israel's 
political leaders. They hailed the 
arrival of fee latest wave of Jews 
from fee former Soviet republics 
as a chance to strengthen -the 
Jewish state bot have faded so far 
to make the new immigrants feel 
welcome or valued. Stories of 
cultural alienation and hardship 
among the new arrivals increase 
by the day, as-do the accusations 
by the Russians erf discrimination 


highly qualified and cultured, 
whom they see as competition 
and who are given money and 
privileges on arrival to help them 
start wear new lives. And the 
religious do - not .welcome their 
arrival either. Ashdod has always 
had a Large ultra-Orthodox sec- 
tor, accounting for 20 per cent of 
the population. 

Almost all fee Russian new- 
comers are entirely secular. 
Under Soviet persecution, few 
were able to maintain Jewish' 
traditions and in the end most lost 
the habit or ceased to try. 
“Everyone ate pork at my 
home, -said Vladimir, who ar- 
rived from Siberia 10 months ago 


and is now a regular customer in 
Mr. Semof s store. 

The Russians are determined 
to fight what they see as religions 
buffing. And they scorn attempts 
by the retigkms to “convert” 
them to their form of Judaism. 

In the municipal elections doe 
in November, the Russian immig- 
rants are planning their own poli- 
tical campaign. “In the Soviet 
Union it was Communism. Here 
it is Jndaism says Mr. Semof. 
“There you had to be a real 
commumst. Here you have to be 
a real Jew. We will fight to 
exercise oor freedom” — The 
Independence. 
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war in Bosnia is a religious wa 
between Christianity and Islam 
“The Bosnian government is ; 
multi-ethnic government,” hi 
says. “Up until yesterday, Rado 
van Karazdic (the Bosnian Seri 
leader), Slobodan Milosevic (tin 
Serbian president) and Franji 
Tudjman (the Croatian presi 
dent) were giving themselves th. 
right to kill Bosnians by sayin- 
tbey were defending Christianity 
accusing the Bosnian goveromen 
of trying to establish a Muslin 
■state in the heart of Europe.” 

“But today what are_feey offer 
ing at the peace talks in Geneva 
They are proposing to give th 
Muslims a Muslim state. Ho* 
come? The Bosnian govemmer 
is against this. We are against th 
partition of the country. We don 
want to create a Muslim state, w 
want a multi-ethnic state. That 
what we are defending in Bo 
nia... So where is the truth? Th 
truth is that Karazdic, Milosev 
and Tujman are lying to Europi 
to America and to all the wprid. 

Mr. Nahas believes that t! 
reason why the West has bee 
indecisive in acting avqr Bosnia 
because the different westei 
powers are each pursuing diff 
rent agendas and interests in tl 
B alkans . These interests are, I 
says, primarily economic obje 
fives. In an explanation th 
would certainly raise a few eye 
rows in Whitehall and the Qu 
cTOrsay (French foreign affai 
ministry), Mr. Nahas says th 
the French and the British a 
unhappy about the extension 
German economic influence 
Central and Eastern Europe sin 
the end of the cold war. A stro 
Serbia, which is traditional! 
hostile to Germany, is seen by t 
French and the British as the bt 
check on German economic t 
pansion, be explains. And Bosr 
does not seem to be too great 
price to pay. 

Bat Mr. Nahas refuses 
accept the demise of Bosnia. T 
West should not allow it becai 
it violates principles of inten 
tionai law, he argues. And faih 
on the part of the United I* 
tions, NATO, or the Europe 
Cbmmnmty to enforce these pr 
ciples will set an evil precedent a 
make the world a more dang 
ous place to five. 

. “When people have nothing 
lose any more,” says Mr. Nah 
“you are pushing them to 
anything. Europe is witness 
the creation of another Palcstii 
It’s the same story — but i 
times more dangerous. Palest 
is far away, but Bosnia is righl 
the heart of Europe. The Wes 
poshing things right to the • 
treme, the way it was done 
Palestine. Who knows what i 
effect will be?” 

“All the world is watching s 
nobody is doing anything,” 
ments Mr. Nahas again. “Tl 
are saying to the Bosnians, see- 
the reality. But what is the rc 
ity? It’s genocide. The realit) 
ethnic cleansing. All Europe 
accepting this in Bosnia.' Thai 
very dangerous because it will 
repeated tomorrow in Tajiltist 
in Kasakhstan, in all Russia. VS 
will stop it from happening? P 
one who has some military pt 
er knows he can use this powei 
do whatever he wants and ; 
body wifi touch him.” 

“We know that there is no 
in Bosnia. We know that it is 
in any strategic position. 1 
what about the new world ord 
What about morality?” — Wc 
News Link. 
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to ban it, and Ashdod passed 8 
by-law 20 yeais ago s tip u la ti n g 
thataO shops setting pork should 
be srtject to a fine. “Those who 
cat poik bring illness. They bring 
warms,” said Asher Levy, an 
nltra-Orthodox Ashdod poonefl 
member who wants the new 


of inning! ant s. ■ 

In Ashdod a0 the problems are 
writ large. Until fee new immig- 
rants began to arrive, the town 
was a Sephardi-dominated com- 
munity, of largely Moroccan and 
Yemenite' Jews, who arrived in 
the early 1950s. ‘ 

Many suffered intense -djscri- 
nnnatioD from the already estab- 
lished Ashkenazim, or European 
Jews, who had built the state. 
Forty years on, the Sephardim of 
Ashdod, who have just began to 
find then own foothold on the 
economic ladder, do not welcome 
fee arrival of fee Russians, many 
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!^ioathern African 
! ministers trim 


{development plans 




*3ABANE (R) — The 10-nation Southern African Development 
Community (SADC) agreed at an annual meeting in Swaziland 
Friday to slash its development programme by 30 per cent. 

SADC Executive Secretary Simba Makoni said the grouping was 
'indbje to implement the whole programme. 

Mr. Makoni ;o!d reporters the SADC's council of ministers 
.'ecided to cut the number of projects from well over 500, with a total 
budget of $8-9 billion, to 467. 

“We did not have the capacity to implement such a big 
programme,’' be said. “The projects we cut were those identified as 
lacking regional relevance." 

The SADC links white-ruled South Africa's immediate and near 
neighbours in an alliance originally intended to counter Pretoria's 
economic domination of the region. It now focuses on regional 
development. 

Mr. Makoni said the ministers received a progress report from a 
special committee set up to find ways of rationalising the SADC’s 
efforts writ those of the -18-state Preferential Trade Agreement 
(PTA), a rival economic coordinating alliance. 

The two groups have similar goals of economic integration and 
rTi^st members of SADC are also member of the PTA, which has 
traditionally received the smaller share of foreign development 
funding. 

“There was no discussion of a merger," Mr. Makoni said in answer 
to a question. 

He said SADC heads of state were expected at a summit Sunday to 
ratify unanimously a treaty drawn up in Windhoek a year ago on 
integrating the economies of the region. 


Swiss economy 
over the worst, 
minister says 


3ERNE (R) — Switzerland is 
row over the worst of the reces- 
ion and the country's economy ; s 
et - to recover, a govemmei t 
ni raster said Friday. 

. . “Overall, there is much to sup- 
port the view that the recession in 
he Swiss economy has bottomed 
ut." Economics Minister Jean- 
' J ascal Delamuraz said in a state- 
r.ent. 

„ Most leading economic fore- 
asfers see the Swiss economy 
hrinking in 1993 for the third 
car in succession. But the eco- 
omy is expected to pick up 


lightly from next year. 
Mr. I 


Delamuraz noted that in- 
ation had fallen sharply, while 
asier central bank monetary 
olicy had brought money and 
apital market interest tales to 
Jbst antially lower levels. 

Swiss inflation stood at 3.4 per 
snt in July, compared with a 
safe at 6.6 per cent in summer 
991. Benchmark three-month 
wiss franc interest rates have, 
imbled to levels around 4-V4 
2 t cent from over nine per cent 
ist over a year ago. 


“The recovery expected for 
1994 will not however lead to an 
immediate recovery in the labour 
market, indeed unemployment 
mil even rise slightly," Mr. De- 
lamuraz added. 

The Swiss jobless total is at a 
post-World War II high. There 
were 165,290 registered jobless in 
Switzerland at the end of July, an 
unemployment rate of 4.6 per 
cent. 

The government sees that total 
at 220,000 by the end of this year, 
and at an average between 
220.000 and 230,000 next year. 

The minister noted that while 
there were encouraging signs of 
recovery in the building industry, 
the order backlog in the machine 
industry, Switzerland’s lareest in- 
dustry and export branch, had 
fallen to historic lows. 

Swiss industry was still marked 
by rcessive tendencies, he said. A 
recovery in exports was being 
hindered by die strength of the 
Swiss franc on foreign exchange 
markets.- A strong Swiss Franc 
makes. Swiss products more ex- 
pensive for customers abroad. 


Iraq says 
doors open 
for Turkish 
traders 


BAGHDAD (R) — I 
Turkish traders Saturday to 
arcamvent U.N. trade sanc- 
tions and promised them pre- 
ferential treatment for doing 
business with Baghdad. 

“The borders are open in 
front of them (Turkish traders) 
to export their products to 
Iraq. There are no obstacles on 
our side,” Iraq’s Trade Minis- 
ter Mohammad Mehdi Saleh 
was quoted as saying in an 
Iraqi News Agency (INA) re- 
port from Istanbul. 

Mr. Saleh is on- a visit to 
Turkey attending an economic 
and trade session by ministers 
from the Organisation of the 
Islamic Conference (OIC). 

“Judging by its geographic 
position and the neighbourly 
relations between the 
of the two countries, turkey 
will have an ample share in 
economic and commercial 
dealings with Iraq when the 
embargo is removed,” Mr. 
Saleh said in remarks carried 
by Iraqi newspapei 
Turkey was Iraq's biggest 
trading partner before the Gulf 
war. Transit fees from an oil 
pipeline running through Tur- 
key brought Ankara as much 
as $700,000 a month. 

The trade ended when Iraq 
invaded Kuwait and was driven 
out by U.S.-led allies. The 
United Nations imposed 
sweeping sanctions, including 
an embargo on most trade. 

But the highway to Turkey is 
still busy, with trades bringing 
in food supplies and other 
commodities in return for Iraqi 
gasoline. 

Ankara has recently com- 
plained to the United States 
that sanction against Iraq are 
hurting its own economy and 
asked the Security Council to 
review them. 

Mr. Saleh said Baghdad wel- 
comed statements by Turkish 
officials “demanding a lifting 
of the embargo”. 

“tVhat is needed is the adop- 
tion of practical steps to pro- 
ceed ahead with measures to 
bolster commercial and econo- 
mic cooperation between Iraq 
and Turkey,” he said. 

“Turkish companies and 
businessmen are welcome in 
Iraq," he added. 
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Forte Hotels senior executive 
to tour Middle East 


Mr. Randolph Guthrie, managing director for Forte Grand 
Hoteb worldwide, will shortly begin a nine-day tour of the 
Middle East. The tour will include visits to Forte Hotels 
properties in Morocco. Egypt, Jordan. Bahrain and the UAE. 
This is Mr. Guthrie's first visit to the region since his 
appointment as managing director of Forte Grand. 

Forte Hotels is part of the Forte Group which employs up to 
100,000 people worldwide, operates in 41 countries with 850 
hotels, over 1,000 restaurants and 4,500 catering contracts. It 
also provides in-flight catering for 150 airlines. 


Developing nations seek 
cash to preserve forests 


NEW DELHI (R) — Developing 
countries Friday called for more 
cash to save the world's forests, 
and urged rich nations to give 
generously. 

In a resolution adopted at -the 
end of a three-day conference in 
New Delhi, they appealed to the 
developed world to “assist and 
meet the incremental costs in- 
cured to implement sustainable 
development." 

The vaguely-worded docu- 
ment, called the Delhi Declara- 
tion, listed a number of vital steps 
to be taken. These include in- 
creasing the' world's forested 
area, educating and involving loc- 
al people in conservation, and 
finding alternative jobs for those 
who rely on the forests for their 
livelihood. 

Pressure of population in many 
countries has led to encroach- 
ment into forests, where subsist- 
ence farmers often extend their 
crop area illegally by felling trees. 

Poor countries say consump- 
tion of timber and other products 
in the rich world is also directly 
responsible for depleting the 
forests, and want industrialised 
nations to dig deep into their 
pockets to save them. 

The declaration said the Tliird 
Work! needed immediate access 


to cash and new technology so 
their economic development, vit- 
al to raise living standards for' “appendage to agriculture." 


tries. 

During the meeting developing 
countries bitterly criticised what 
they said were double standards 
by' the industrialised nations, 
which they accused of dictating 
the terms for conservation. 

“They push for restrictive and 
punitive action against deforesta- 
tion in tropical countries without 
seeking to tackle the basic prob- 
lems of poverty and under- 
development," Malaysian dele- 
gate lam Keng Yaik said. 

But Indian Prime Minister 
P.V. Narasimha Rao said there 
was no place for acrimony in the 
environmental debate. 

“1 think we have left that stage 
behind where we are trying to 
apportion blame — the de- 
veloped against the developing, 
the developing against the de- 
veloped,” he said in a speech. 

India’s Environment Minister 
Kama! Nath said developing 
countries would press for a sepa- 
rate United Nations body to tack- 
le forestry problems. 

“We would like a special 
mechanism within the United Na- 
tions to be formed with the sole 
purpose of saving the worlds 
forests,” he told a news confer- 
ence. 

' He said forestry was currently 
covered by the U.N.'s Food ana 
Agriculture Organisation as an 


millions of poor people, would be 
environmentally sound. 

Delegates from 70 Asian, Afri- 
can and Latin American coun- 
tries, including more than 30 
forestry ministers, attended the 
three-day conference of the fore- 
stry forum for developing coun- 


Indian officials said a separate 
forestry agency would mean more 
cash for forestry projects in poor- 
countries. 

“This is just a polite way to ask 
for more funds," said one Indian 
official, who asked not to be 
identified. 


Tokyo accepts 18.5 per cent cut 
in automobile exports to Europe 



TOKYO (AFP) — Japan Satur- 
day agreed to cut automobile 
exports to the European Com- 
munity (EC) by 18.5 per cent tins 
year by accepting a sales ceiling 
of 980,000 vehicles, after conced- 
ing the European car market was 
in a dump. 

The cut from a year earlier 
signifies an extra 10 per cent cut 
on an April agreement which 
imposed a sales limit of 1.089 
million units for 1993. Last year 
Japanese car sales to the Euro- 
pean Community totalled 1.2 mil- 
lion units. 

In Brussels, the European 
Commission — the EC. executive 
— hailed the agreement. 

“This accord shows that the 


European Community can react 
with flexibility to a fall in the car 


market and that the agreement 
(struck with Japan on cars in 
1991) is workable and credible ” 
a commission spokesman said 
Saturday. 

“It is a considerable redaction, 
we are dropping to under a mil- 
lion automobiles, which is not 
negligible,” the spokesman said. 

France, which has pressured 
the European Commission to re- 
negotiate Japanese car exports, 
also expressed satisfaction, with 
minister of industry and foreign 
trade Gerard Longuet saying he 


agreement will help save “sever- 
al thousand jobs in Europe” this 


year. 

Japan accepted the cut after 
agreeing with the EC view that 
car sales m the 12 member conn- 
tries were expected to fall by 15.9 
per cent in 1993. 

“Japan made a much apprcci- 


U.S. study shows workers 
want more flexibility 


NEW YORK (AP) — A five- 
year study of the American work- 
force has come up with findings 
that most working people already 
know too well — many feel 
burned out by the end of the day, 
they don’t have enough time with 
their families and they fear they 
will be laid off. 

The study by the Families and 
Work Institute was commissioned 
by 15 companies and foundations 
that said they needed to find out 
worker feelings so they can begin 
to address their problems. 

“We think we can use it to help 
us identify the needs of our em- 
ployees, especially in the areas of 
benefits and job satiscfaction," 
said Judd Everhart, a spokesman 
for Xerox Corp., one of the 
sponsors. 

The study “validates what we 
have known in our hearts for a 
long time ” said Burke Stinson, a 
kes ji for American Tele- 
nd Telegraph Co. 

_ It shows that when workers are 
given more freedom to take care 
of family concerns, productivity 
does not suffer, he said. To the 
contrary, “employees feel like 
they are being treated fairly and 
want to give bade at least what 
they have received," Mr. Stinson 
said. 

The study, based on hour-long 
interviews with a national sample 
of 3381 workers, paints a protrait 


of a hard worker who feels 
burned out from balancing work 
and family life yet cares intensely 
about performing well on the job. 


“used up" by he end of the day. 
job. 


That employee cares more ab- 
out the quality of the work en- 
vironment than money or profes- 
sional advancement. Workers 
want control over their work and 
their schedules and given that 
freedom are more productive and 
satisfied. 


Employees want to change 
time balance between work and 
personal life; shifting tune' and 
enemy to, .themselves aind their 
famines, the study found. 

Young workers, especially 
those with children, would rather 
make sacrifices in their educa- 
tion, careers and jobs than in 
their personal and family lives. 

And despite the larger num- 
bers of- women in the labour 
force, women’s responsibilities 
within the home have not 
changed much, the study found. 
They still take the most responsi- 
bility for household duties and 
the children. 


Several, employees with chil- 
dren believe they are not coping 
as well as workers without chil- 
dren. Sixty-six per cent say they 
don't spend enough time with 
their children. And of all the 
workers surveyed 12 per cent feel 


On the job, there’s uncertain- 
ty. Twenty per cent of those 
surveyed fear losing their jobs, 
and another 42 per cent have 
survived downsizing in their com- 
panies and 28 per cent have seen 
cutbacks in managers over the 
past year. 

In supporting tire research, 
sponsors hoped to discovert Why 
workers take jobs and way they 
leave; whether women and men 
think differently about work 
issues; whether young workers 
differ from their older counter- 
parts in attitudes; how. comfort- 
able workers are until the increas- 
ing diversity of the workforce and 
how workers manage their dual 
responsibilities of home and work 
life. 

They survey, conceived in 1988 
and conducted last year, grew out 
of a period of significant business 
turmoil and change- 

Labour Department research 
shows tfcutf in 75 per cent of 
American families both the hus- 
band and wife work and of all 
mothers with children under one 
year of age, more than 50 per 
cent new work. 

By the end of the century, 
about two-thirds of new workers 
are expected to be women, 30 per 
cent will be minorities and the 
average age of the workforce will 
have increased from 36 to 39. 


THE BETTER HALF, . By Glasbergen* 



“I just went grocery shopping with 
my mom and threw a tantrum in the 
cereal aisle. Old habits die hard!” 


I THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 

|« by Henri Amald 


Jnscrambte these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 
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i/ALIA 


n 


□ 

33 
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[V 

JO 

RBE 
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J 

□ 

be 



MEHRAM 
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LEWBIA 


r 

□ 


r s 


HOW YOUMI 6 HT 
ANNOUNCE THE 
BIRTH OF A SON TO 
TOUR FRIENPS, 


Now arrange the circled tetters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Answer here: BY “ETXXT OTTl 


Yesiorday's 


1 Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles; SUITE MERCY CRAVAT HALLOW 
Answer; wnat the baseball player turned orchestra 
leader had to know — THE SCORE 


Peanuts 



Andy Capp 



Mutt‘n’Jeff 



ated effort,” said Pierre Viper, 
European Commission adminis- 
trator. “It is a 25th hour agree- 
ment” concluded after two days 
and one night of uninterrupted 
negotiations between EC officials 
and delegates from the Japan's 
ministry of international trade 
and industry, he told reporters. 

The European Commission 
had predicted automobile sales 
would slump 16 per cent this 
year. The EC Automobile Con- 
structors Association expects a 
fall of 18.1 per cent. 

Analysts said that Japanese car 
sales in Europe would have suf- 
fered anyway because of the soar- 
ing yen which last month nearly 
hit 100 to the dollar. 

The agreement means that the 
Japanese share of the European 
automobile market will fall from 
9.2 per cent in 1992 to 8.3 per 
cent this year, according to EC 
estimates. 

Japanese exports to Europe 
between January and July fell 
14.6 per cent from a year earlier 
to 730,000 units, as the European 
market contracted 18 per cent. 

But foe agreement does not 
cover sales from Japanese-owned 
factories based in Europe. Euro- 
pean figures show that produc- 
tion from these factories reached 
320,000 vehicles in 1992 and is 
expected to top 460,000 in 1994. 

Japan has agreed tp limit auto- 
mobile sales to 69,000 units in 
France (compared with 69,016 


onus m 1992), 38,800 to Italy 
36,478 in 1992), 29300 to r 


(30300 in 1992), 39,000 is, 
tugal (36.465 in 1992) and 
202300 to Britain (168*325 test 
year). 

Because automobile sales are 
down m France, Italy. Spam and 
Portugal and. Japan's eeittogf 
levels are constant. Japanese car 
makers will in effect expand their 
market share in these countries. 

The jump in exports to Britain 
is because the car market fc&al- 


tbjrtberc. 


Japnese wifi marafyrfose 
out m the other European Com- 
munity members, but no figures 
were provided for these coun- 
tries. Observers said Gcftmn 
automakers would probably be 
celebrating, as they stand to gam 
so mudi. 

One EC official dose to the • 
negotiations said the -agreed fi- < 
gure was close to what the Euro- 
pean side was seeking at the 
talks, which could explain some , 
negative Japanese reaction. v 

“It is a bad result for the 
Japanese automobile industry," 
said Tatsuro Toyoda, president of 
Japan's number one carmaker 
Toyota. “I regret (the acoord)." 

Nissan President Yutaka 
Kiune, and also head of Japanese 
Automobile Makers Association, 
-was rondliazoiy, saying Japan 
“had no choice but to accept'* the 3 
agreement because of the sick ' 
state of the European market. ^ 


- 

v' 


* t 


Sudanese money 
supply rising sharply 


KHARTOUM (R) — Money supply in Sudan will increase sharply in 
the finandal.year 1993/4, with the central bank printing abonl as 
much money as is now in circulation. 

The deputy general manager of the Bank of Sudan (central bank), 
Mokhtar Saeed, said the bank would print notes with a face value of 
.80 billion pounds (about $490 million at the current rate) in the 
financial year which started July 1.* 


FORECAST FOR SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 5, 1993 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Carroll Ftighter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: End 
this week by concentrating upon 
home affairs of importance and 
making the arrangements that will 
please all concerned. Increase your 
prestige with neighbours in your 
community. Go along with the 
plan. 


your personal property and what 
you can do to improve it and make 
it more valuable and put this plan 
in motion at once. 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) A 
very good day to wind up whatever 
conversations and meeting you 
have had with partners and associ- 
ates 90 yon and they understand 
one another. 


TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
You now see the best ways and 
means by which yon win be able to 
bring more charm and efficiency to 
your surroundings so lose no time 
m doing so. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
Your day to have a ball, get out 
with congenial companions to 
those interests and entertainments 
at which yon are and they can be 
happiest. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) This is your time to be 
home with members of yonr family 
and enjoying the warmth and 
attractiveness of your own dwell- 
ing, doing things you like most. 

MXfe (July 22 to Angust 21) Your 
interest in getting out and seeing 
and having discissions with dose 
business and personal companions 
can yield you very good result® 
now. 


LIBRA: (September 23 to October 
22) Consider now what your needs 
are that win make you happiest m 
tile-days ahead and go right after 
getting with your magnetism and 
well balanced views. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) You would be wise to get 
off alone as much as possible wrth 
the one you love the most for you 
ran have a very understanding and 
romantic time. 


SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) Consider well those 
friends and acquaintances with 
whom you fed most at harmony 
and arrange times and places to 
see. enjoy their society. 


CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Even though today is 
Sunday, today is your oyster in the 
world of outside activity so make 
plans to things in public that can 
add to your good win and name. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febiu- 
ary 19) Lots of interesting new 
outlets await your acceptance both 
in publications, personalities ami 
in taking some trip to an imeres: 
ing place. 




VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) Take some time out to consider 


MSOTS: (February 20 to March 
2°) Be with your dose attachment 
as ma dh as possible today and join 
forces in an undertaking which 
both of you are thoroughly eoamo- 
rated with. 


THE Daily Crossword 


ACROSS 
1 Falsa god 
5 British weight 
10 Colleen 

14 Lab burner 

15 — firma 

1 8 Netman Nastase 
17 Dating game 
mUeu 

20 Certain dogs 

21 Defi appliance 

22 Kansas town 

23 Remark to tabby 

24 Heathens 

27 Hair fine 

28 Tax expert 

31 Open-mouthed 

32 Identical 

33 Asian land 

34 Betmont stakes. 
a.g. 

37 French heed 

38 Bridge bid 

39 Seeps 

40 Affirmative 

41 Strong wind 

42 Baronina 

43 Praise 

44 Rests 

45 Dismay 

48 They go it alone 
52 Risque 
connotations 
54 Ait 

5SBromkflc 

56 Coup cT— 

57 Apple archer 

58 SurgkaJ thread 

59 Back talk 
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DOWN 

1 Meyersonor 
Truman 

2 'Take — from 

3 Magnard of fens 

4 Gratuity 

5 Renders 

unyielding 
8 Inventor Nikola 

7 Peepers 

8 Gun gp. 

9 Lobe lock 
10 Legal 

Waugh 

lZ *— Qfi 

*3 Prognosticator 


18 A Barrymore 

19 Lath 

23 Aegean island 

24 Duka or Hears! 

25 Concur 

26 Canter and 
paea.ag. 

27 Analyze 
grammatically 

20 Shcrt-tivad 
popular fashion 

29 Wafts back and 
forth 

30 “—of robins™" 
32 Sum with 

water 

83 US trigate 

35 Uniform 
ambeffishmants 

36 English author, 
Thomas 

41 Temerity 

42 "My Sbh,. — ' '■ 

43 Tag 
44 — voce 
45 Mine 

passage 


Ymantey’s Poate Sohfwfc 


HHEH nnunn noon 
Hgnnn.unnnnnnnnn 

nnnn *31301* 
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46 Sh 

47 Gout 

48 Agitated state 
48SP.QW 


50 Afternoon 
functiona . 

51 Concordes 
53 Prior tp 
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Some 23,000 Taiwan officials 
made to declare wealth 

TAIPEI (AFP)*-r- Some 23,000 Taiwan officials, mchktnig the state 
leader, have 1 begun declaring their personal wealth as part of the 
■ island’s effort, to'stanm out corruption, officials said. 

Top leaders, mdudfing- President Lee Teng-Hui, Premier lien 
Chtm and -indidaiy bead Lin Yang-Kang, reported their assets to the 
Control Yuan, the government’s watchdog, as required by anew law, 
l the Tuan officials said. " 

Under the Sunshine Law, enacted in ■July by parliament to 
' maintain honesty in government, all officials above section chief 
level, their spouses and dependents have until the end oif October to 
' declare their assets.- . 

Some 23,000 such officials and - around 50,000 spouses and 
dependents are subject to the law, the officials said, adrfing the public 

could ask to check die reports beginning Oct. 16. Under the law, such 
requests cannot be rejected. 1 - . 

Those who fail to report their assets each year will be fined up to 
300,(X» Taiwan dollars ($11,320). : 

Premier Lien Gian is believed to be the wealthiest cabinet chief in 
Taiwan’s history, with -a fortune-estimated at around $300 million. 

Increasing numbers .of corruption cases involving officials promp- 
ted members of parliament to enact the law, which also requires top 
officials to hand over then 'properties and shares to authorised trust 
. companies for mangement 
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TRADED PREV- OPEN IRC CLOSING 
VOLUME CLOSING PRICE PRICE 
JD PUCE 

ASM Blunt 

=3,770 

170.000 

170. 000 

169.500 

JORDAN NATIONAL BASK * 

3,573 

5.700 

-5-750 


CM3S0 AMMAN BASK 

600 

39.500 

40.000 


BASK OP JOBOAS 

1,010 

4.070 

4.040 

4.040 

KIDDLE EAST INVESTMENT BASK. 

B.0X6 

1.960 

1.950 


XMDOXZB1AL DEVELOPMENT BARK . 

■ 395 

3.970 

3.950 


THE HDOSIBC BASK - - 

70.S&2 

4.950 

4.950 


JORDAN KUWAIT BASK 

70,2X5 

2.890 

2.860 


ARM JORDAN INVESTMENT BANK 

35,952 

4.010 

4.070 


JORDAN ISLAMIC BANK 

3,623 

3.950 

3.SB0 

3-800 

BUSINESS BANK 

1,050 

4.2S0 

4.200 


KBIT KLHAL SAVINOG INVESTMENT PCJR BOOSING ■ 

12,788 

4.700 

4.650 


AMMAN BANK FOR INVESTMENT 

144,305 

1.7SO 

1.730 


Aran bankmo oobporatior/jokii»k 

415 

4.200 

4.150 


PHILADELPHIA INVESTMENT BANK. . 

38.971 

2.280 



JORDAN INSURANCE 

1,950 

3.90" 

3.900 


JORDAN FRENCH INSURAW* 

.30,003 

2,793 

3.740 

1.410 

3.730 

1,460 

1.470 


9.405 

2.870 

. 2.650 


JORDAN GOLF INSURANCE . 

525 

3.5D0 

3.500 


JORDANIAN ELECTRIC POWER 

318,912 

2.060 

2.010 


QUID DISTRICT ELECTRICITY 

11,332 

1.340 

1.280 


ARAB mnERHATIOBAL HOTELS 

B, 577 

4.450 

4.450 


JORDAN TOURISM S SPA COUPLE* 

85,799 

0.510 

0.520 



5,857 

3*890 



REAL -ESTATE INVESTMENT 

13,905 

1.740 



JORUM CULT REAL ESTATE INVESTMENT 

27,928 

O'. 660 



AAOUHART EQUIP. RENTING A MAINTENANCE 

- 22,330 

1.100 



Jordan press KEmnAxiom / alka'i 

17,025 

21.BO0 



UNITED MIDDLE EAST £ COMMODORE HOTELS 

' 40,308 

2.150 



ARAB INTER. FOR INVESTMENT G EDUCATION 

22,896 

2.610 



ATTANQEEP CONST. MATERIAL MANUFACTORING 

500 

2.100 



THE JORDAN CEMENT FACTORIES 

128,129 

2.760 




3,665 

9.400 

9.400 



913 

7.800 

7-000 


wui/ll XKDUtfTRXXfl 

1,841 

2.680 

2.630 


THE INDUSTRIAL CCMKRCIAL G AGRICULTURAL 

35,373 




THE JORDAN WORSTED KILLS 

35,700 

10.970 

10.700 


ARAB PHARMACEUTICAL MBNDncZtntXNS 

B£,M5 

8.680 

8.460 



21,553 

7.500 

7.500. 


JORDAN DAIRY 

593- 

2.500 

2.500 


THE JORDAN PIPES HXHOFRCTDRIIJC 

25,559 

3.800 

3,750 


JORDAN PAPER G CARDBOARD FACTORIES 

1,660 

4.350 
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DM AE DANA DEVELOPMENT G INVESTMENT 

59,976 

15.700 

14.950 


ARAB IMVESTttnn G ZNERMATIONAL THAOS 

3,936 




ARM ALUMINIUM INDUSTRY 

65,446 

9.210 
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JORDAN MEDICAL COBKMIBXinN • 

570 





18,1*0 

5.500 

5.500 


INTERMEDIATE PETRtMHHnCAL 1ND09ITKXES 

5,658 

3.700 

3.650 

3.65D 

JORDAN HUUANOCa. INDUSTRIES 

8,345 

2.608 

2-550 


UNIVERSAL CHEMICAL INDUSTRIES 

15,240 

7.100 

7.000 


JORDAN INDUSTRIES G MAXCH/JIMOQ 

1,080 

1.100 

1.0B0 


NATIONAL CARLE G MIRK MANUFACTtIKUC 

6,863 


8.150 



21,364 

3.520 



ANAB CENTER FOR PRANK. G QtBKiqMft 

13.230 

3.SOO 



JORDAN KUWAIT. .CO.' FOR SOU. iJtt iB PROD. 

. .3,497 

••••• ' 275 

•■"2-.720. 

- 2i 760 

•-‘*.*50 • ! 

BNXVENSiU. MODERN INDUSTRIES .f- 

57,996 

8.380 
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- 6.75 

6.47 
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Merrill Lynch weekly currency report 


Overview 

Fundamental view: Concerns about the strength of the U.S. 
expansion and the Bundesbank’s refusal to cut interest rates in. 
late August have weakened the dollar against European 
currencies in recent days, but we continue to look for the oollar 
to strengthen to the DM 1.90 level over the next twelve months 
as European interest rates decline. We expect persistent yen 
strength against both the dollar and the DM-bloc currencies 
based on prospects for Japan’s trade and current account 
surpluses to persist and for real interests rates in Japan to 
remain relatively high. 

Although central bank intervention and expectations of a 
near-term cut in Japan’s discount rate have helped the yen 
return to the 105 leyel against the dollar, we expect the yen to 
trade in the 90-to-110 range against the dollar for the next 
twelve months. 

Technical view: Although! the U.S. dollar was fairly weak 
against both the Japanese yen and the Deutsche mark during the 
week ended Aug. 27, relative strength against other curmdes 
allowed the dollar index to lose a relatively modest 0.1% for the 
period. Signs of pending deterioration are present, however, 
implying that further dollar weakness is likely in coming weeks. 
Sentiment is generally overboogth toward the greenback 
(although sentiment toward the dollar as it applies relative to 
the yen is oversold). 

Short term momentum is weak even as medium term 
oscillators are peaking. 

While all of this does not absolutely rule out the possibility of 
another ran back to the recent highs above 95.00, it does suggest 
that any nearby rally will be of only short term significance and 
may not be technically confirmed. The medium term bias is 
likely to the downside. Nonetheless, the longer term picture 
continues to be reasonably constructive, suggesting that any 
weakness that does take place will take place within the context 
of a still intact post-September uptrend. With this in mind, 
support for the index should be encountered in the 91.00-93.00 
ran ge * > break of that band would imply a foil blown test of the 
may lows near 88.00. 

Japanese yen 

Fundamental view: After reaching a historic high of 1003 
against the dollar on Aug. 17, the yen has been pushed back to 
the 10S level by repeated central bank intervention by the Bank 
of Japan and the u.S. and by mounting expectations of a 50 
baas point cut in Japan's official discount rate. 


However, even if Japan cuts its discount rate soon, weakness 
in the economy looks increasingly likely to persist through much 
of this year. We have recently cut our forecast for Japanese 
GDP growth for 1993 from 1.0% to 0.5% and expect sub-3% 
growth next year as well. Weak growth should help keep 
Japanese current account surpluses in the vicinity of $140 billion 
this year and next, keeping upward pressure on the yen against 
the dollar and European currencies. 

We are increasingly skeptical that currently envisioned fiscal 
and monetary policies will make a substantial dent in Japan’s 
current account position, and are raising our 6- and 12-month 
forecasts for the yen-USD rate to 100 and 95 respectively. 

Since Japanese investors remain cautious about financing the 
surplus by recycling funds to overseas financial markets, further 
currency strength will be needed. Over the next twelve months, 
we look for the yen to trade in a broad range of 90-to-110 against 
the dollar. 

Technical view: The Japanese yen gained 0.8% versus the 
dollar last week, and put-call ratios (i.e.. short term sentiment) 
remain constructive. However, medium term sentiment is 
deteriorating and both short and medium term momentum 
oscillators have a downward bias. Thus, there is a possibility of a 
short term rally in the yen, but the more medium term evidence 
indicates the need for a correction. The recent highs near 100 
JY-US should provide both technical and psychological resist- 
ance for the currency. But any strength back to those recent 
highs is not likely to be confirmed and would only exacerbate 
the topping process. Former resistance around 105 should be 
first support, with 110-112 now viewed as second support. 

Deustcbe mark 

Fundamental view: The dollar has continued to lose ground 
against the Deutsche in recent weeks following the ERM crisis 
in early August, but we think the trend will still be for a stronger 
dollar against all European currencies over the next twelve 
months. Growing concerns about faltering business and con- 
sumer confidence in the U.S. and a rising U.S. trade deficit have 
coincided with better than expected industrial production 
numbers in Germany, helping boost sentiment toward the 
Deutsche mark. The Bundesbank’s refusal to cut its discount 
rate at its Aug. 26 council meeting surprised many market 
participants and helped weaken the dollar to the DM 1.66 level 
this week. 

Tlie bull market in European equity markets may also be 
attracting foreign capital, despite the longer-term cumency 
risks implied by the expected rate declines. With our forecast for 
U.S. growth of 3.5% in the second half of this year looking 


increasingly at risk, the dollar could stay weaker for longer than 
we previously thought. But prospects for a drop in German 
short-term rates of 200 or more basis points over the next twelve 
months should eventually dominate concerns about the U.SL 
economy. - • 

We are maintaining our six-and 12-month DM-U.S. dollar 
forecasts of 1.85 and 1.90. We continue to expect German 
3-month money rates to fall to at least 4.5% by mid-1994 from - 
6.5% currently. 

Technical view: Much of the technical evidence continues to 
suggest that the post-May decline by the Deutsche mark versus 
the'U.S. dollar has likely ended. Both short and medium term 
sentiment measures for the currency are reasonably construe-, 
five. Short term momentum is upwardly biased, while medium 
term rates of change are bottoming. The longer term trend 
remains down, however, so any upcoming rally will be viewed - 
counter trend, resistance is in the .645-1.665 DM-U.S. area; an . 
rally through that range (currently unexpected) would imply 
farther strength toward 138-1.59. Support exists at 1.70-72 and . 
1.75. The mark-yen cross-rate has moved back up to the 62-63' *. 
area. Short momentum is overbought, suggesting a pullback iiti ■ 
coming days, but medium term momentum oscillators have just 
recently turned up, allowing for the possibility that an important . 
bottom is being formed. 

However, the latter indicator was deeply oversold which sets . 
the stage for a retest to establish a better was deeply oversold 
which sets the stage for a retest to establish a term oscillators. 
With this in mind, important support is still indicated at 57-58. 
The July trading ranger near 62-64 is first resistance, with, 
significant chart resistance at 70 deemed to be second resistance. 

Pound sterling 

Fundamental view: We continue to view the 12 month outlook 
for the pound mixed. The pound is likely to appreciate further 
against the DM, but weaken against the U.S. dollar. Reail GDP 
growth differentials will favour the pound versus the continental 
European countries this year. Recent U.K. economic indicators 
point to a subpar recovery and we expect real GDP growth to 
accelerte next year to 2.5% following estimated growth of 1.5% 
this year. 

While we expect the U.K. to cut interest rates by 50 basis 
points in coming wfeeks, it is unlikely that U.K. rates will fall by 
as much as German rates over the next six-to-12 months. 
Recessionary conditions in Germany and expectations of farther 
cuts In ofidal German interest rates should continue to push the 
pound higher against the DM. We expect the Bundesbank to cut 
official rates by 200 basis points in the next 12 months. 
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*raiste, Russia put Black 
a Fleet issue to experts 


Sihanouk rejects crown; 
threatens to cut U.N. ties 


* MOSCOW (AFP) — Russia and 
J.Ikraine announced Saturday 
’tfugt- tfie_ had asked experts to 
'.'dra^ (ip ■; oposals on resolving 
' 'ihji dispu” .>d ownership of the 
1 Slade Sea Fleet after the Russian 
; prudent said Kiev would cede its 
‘ sharp' to Moscow. 

- ' President Boris Yeltsin, speak- 

* ing. Friday after talks with Ukrai- 
nian' head of state Leonid Krav- 

‘chuki said that Ukraine would 
j cede its share of the 300-ship fleet 
‘to Russia as part settlement of its 
r 'estiihated £3 million debt to Mos- 
cow for gas and oil supplies. 

' But Mr. Kravchuk was later 
'.'quoted as saying that Ukraine 
^“ifcay accept” Russia's offer to 
'buy Ukraine's share of the fleet, 
but “jiot decision was taken.” 

, A joint statement issued by the 
.Kremlin Saturday said the two 
leaders had asked a team of 
experts to draw up proposals in 
phe next month "talcing into 
account the results” of the sum- 
mit near the Black Sea resort of 
Yaita:. 

The communique also noted 
[hat the summit focused on "the 
question of Ukraine's debt for 
I997rl993” but did not mention 
my link between die fleet own- 
ership and the debt issue. 

lae Ukrainian deputy prime 
nt nister responsible for the 
iulitary-industrial complex, Val- 
ery Shmarov, told Interfax News" 
\gency that a transfer to Russia 
if part of the Black Sea Fleet 
vould be disastrous for Ukraine. 

; "Ukraine has ceased to be a 
naritime power,” be said, saying 
£ would urge Mr. Kravchuk not 
O’ sigh the agreement on ceding 
Jkraine’s share of the fleet 

The Ukraine Navy's press cen- 1 
re Tefused comment on the 
greement announced by Mr. 
-'feltsin but a spokesman was not 
pthmstic about a rapid solution 
7 the dispute. 

■Late Friday, a group of Ukrai- 
ian nationalists gathered outside 
je Sevastopol City Hall bran- 
ishmg anti-Kravchuk banners. 



Ukrainian President Leonid Kravchuk (left) welcomes Russian President Boris Yeltsin hi Crimea 


(AFP photo) 

while a rival group of Russian 
nationalists shouted 11 The fleet is 
Russian." 

The two presidents also agreed 
to continue to “reduce and eli- 
minate nuclear weapons,” the 
statement said, adding that they 
had signed an agreement on set-, 
ting up a supervisory mechanism 
to control nuclear launch sites on 
their territories. 

At Yalta Friday, Mr. Yeltsin 
said that Ukraine had agreed to 
band over all its nuclear wea^ ms 
to Russia. 

According to the Assodatic > 
for the Control of Weapons ir. 
Moscow, Ukraine still has 46 
SS-24 and 130 SS-19 strategic 
‘missiles, as well as 30 bombers 
with a total armament of some 
400 nuclear missiles. 

“All the missiles *hall be with- 
drawn from Ukraine, their dis- 
mantling and transport will be 
done by Russia,” Mr. Yeltsin 
said. 

He added that Ukraine would 
be compensated for the with- 


drawal of its nuclear missiles with 
supplies of non-enriched uranium 
for use in its civilian nuclear 
programme, although a special 
commission would be needed to 
work out the amount of com- 
pensation for the naval base. 

The communique confirmed 
that the two statesmen discussed 
“fair compensation'' and defined 
the “basic principles for the use 
of nuclear warheads of strategic 
missiles stationed in Ukraine. 

Moscow and Kr ~/ have been at 
loggerheads for more than a year 
over the question of the Black 
Sea Fleet and Ukraine's nuclear 
missiles. 

Tkraine has fought bitterly for 
jare of the Black Sea Fleet, 

. >tch is worth up to $80 million, 
.-xording to experts quoted by 
he Russian daily Izvestia. 

Oh the nudear issue, Ukraine 
had initially said it aimed to be a 
non-nuclear power, despite hav- 
ing inherited the world's third 
largest stock of nudear warheads 


Rebels urge unconditional truce in Angolan war 


ISBON (R) — The rebel move- 
lent UNIT A called Saturday for 

* immediate and unconditional 
^asefire in Angola’s rivil war to 
tow humanitarian aid to reach 
ic. country's population. 

1 UNITA said in a communique 
Jced.to Reuters in Lisbon that it 
as also sending two high-level 
^legations abroad to break the 
ovement’s increasing diploma- 
: isolation. 

, UNITA leader Jonas Savirabi 
reiterates his offer of an im- 
ediate suspension of military 
)stitities without pre-conditions 
■ r that humanitarian assistance 
n be provided to those in need 
;jd peace negotiations can be 
eaningful,” the communique 
id:.- 

-More than two million people 
,V ar .fifth of Angola's entire 

• ipdlation — have fled their 
' n nes- during the conflict. Many 
'.e stranded in isolated towns 


where they presently receive little 
or no food aid or medical assist- 
ance. 

The chief of staff of UNTTA’s 
armed forces. General Arlhtdo 
Chenda Pena “ben ben” and the' 
secretary for information, Jorge 
Valentim, would 1 visit Lisbon to 
improve poor relations with Por- 
tugal, the former colonial power 
' in Angola, the communique 
added. 

Another delegation, led by 
acting secretary for foreign 
affairs, Paulo Lukamba Gato, 
would visit the island state of Sao 
Tone and Principe, it added. 

Sao Tome, situated ~t5e 
northern coast of Angola, is 
emerging as a broker in efforts to 
restart peace talks aimed at en- 
di 1 ” Angola’s 18-year-old civil 

Wo. 

U.N. special representative in 
Angola, AKoune Blondin Beye, 


flew jtbere Thursday for talks with 
President Miguel Trovoada, who 
is a personal friend of Mr. 
SavimbL ; 

Official sources in Sao Tome 
said Mr. Tipvoada would try to 
persuade Mr. Savrmbi to attend a 
meeting of reconciliation with 
Angolan President Jose Eduardo 
Dos Santos hosted by several 
African heads of state in a ne.gb- 
bouring country. 

On Friday Mr. Savimbi told 


Portuguese President Mario 
Soares by telephone that UNITA 
was ready to lay down arms on a 
date that could be set by the 
United Nations. 

i _ 

Mr. Savimbi ’s peace initiative 
comes as government forces adv- 
ance steadily on UNTTA’s self- 
proclaimed capital Hnambo in 
the central highlands in a two- 
month-old offensive. 

But the peace moves have met 






i' African far-right warns of war 

OHANNESBURG (R) — The leader of South Africa’s biggest 
, -trite opposition party has warned that white conservatives would 
6 to war if President F.W. De Klerk agreed to share power with 
‘ jacks. In his most militant statement so far. Conservative Party 
CP) leader Ferdi Hartzenberg said Friday his followers would 
sject the multi-party Transitional Executive Council (TEC) 
reposed to lead South Africa to its first all-race election in April. 


We have been peaceful up to now, but if the TEC comes into 
•ring, we can only regard it as a declaration of war and do nothing 
-ut accept that declaration. “Then we will become irresponsible, 
ir. Hartzenberg said in an address in Afrikaans to the CP's 
nnual congress in Pretoria. Meanwhile, African National Con- 
ress leader Nelson Mandela reached out to white South Africar- 
i a right-wing stronghold Friday, but warned that conservative : 
coild not hold democracy to ransom. “We are straggling to buik 
new country,” Mr. Mandela said during a campaign visit to the 
1 lush white suburbs of Nelspnrit, a conservative fanning and 
industrial town 120 kilometres from the border with Mozambi- 
ie. 

-S.S. pilot killed in Kenya 

"jNTTED NATIONS (Agencies) — An American pilot was shot 
;ad and another American wounded when gunman attac ked a 
.N. Children’s Fund compound in Kenya Friday, UNICEF 
ported. The pilot, Jeff Butler 28. was dead on arrival at a 
urobi hospital where he was evacuated after the shooting at 
ajir, in northeast Kenya, about 100 kilometres from the Somali 
»rder. Robert McCarthy, a UNICEF staff member, was 
funded and reported in stable condition at Nairobi Hospital, 
eanwhle, some 13 Kenyan opposition members of parl i a m ent 
ive been arrested in Rift Valley province and charged for trying 
enter an area hit by ethnic dashes, Kenyan newspapers 
ported Saturd-y. The 13 MPs from opposition Ford-Aali, 
. ’rd-Kenya and Democratic Party were arrested Friday inside an 
•tc! in Nakura, 160 kilometres west of heie, as they were 
sparing to address journalists before embarking on a fact- 
iding tour of Molo south. The government Thursday sealed off 
t area and declared it a security operation zone. 

/arid religions to meet again 

filCAGO (R) — Representatives of the world’s religions 
nd tiding the first meeting of its kind in 100 years will be invited 
"- an even larger conference in India next year to use the power of 
. th in pursuit of world peace. Sikh leader Sant Rajinder Singh, 
esadent of the World Fellowship of Religions ana Founder of 
fence of Spirituality said the 6.000 people attending the 
• ri lament of the world’s religious would be invited to recruit 
, liers to come to New Delhi next Feb. 3-6. 

) igeria fights fuel strike 

" \GOS (R) — Nigeria's unelected interim government, battling 
"lurday for support, called in the army to break a fuel strike and 
/ersed top military appointments. The Defence Ministry said 
iday night it had set up a military task force to restore fuel 


supply by Saturday. Pump stations in black Africa's biggest 
oil-produring nation have been dry since tanker drivers, who 
belong to the oO workers union NUPENG, refused to lift 
petroleum products from Nigerian National Petroleum Corpora- 
tion depots. No immediate change could be seen in the main city 
Lagos, where vehicles have been abandoned and public transport 
severely disrupted. The principal labour union called off its strike 
Thursday but the oil workers union said their own action would 
continue pending a review when their executive committee meets 
Monday. 

U.S. shocked by Sandinista challenge 

WASHINGTON (Agencies) — The Clinton ad m in i str a tion is 
expressing chock over attempts by Nicaragua's leftist Sandinista 
Party to challenge moves by President Violets Chamorro assert- 
ing civilian control over the military. The U.S. representative to 
the Organisation of American States Permanent Council, Sarah 
Horsey-Barr, sharply criticised Sandinista contentions that Mrs. 
Chamorro had no authority to act as she did Thursday. At issue 
was Mrs. Chamorro's decision to replace army chief Gen. 
Humberto Ortega and head of the intelligence service, Lenin 
Ceraa. Both are Sandinista officers. Former President Daniel 
Ortega blasted President Chamorro Friday for bowing to “black- 
mail” from the United States by saying she intends to replace the 
chief of the armed forces. “The announcement that the govern- 
ment made yesterday was simply to respond to the pressure, to 
• .ne blackmail of the extreme right in the United States,”' Daniel 
Ortega said at a news conference. 

Jackson’s image ‘irreparably harmed’ 

LOS ANGELES (R) — U n proven allegations of sex whfa a 
13-year-old boy have almost certainly cost pop superstar Michael 
Jackson his lucratrive career as an endorser of products, an 
industry expert said Friday . “His chances for future endorsements 
are pretty dismal,” said Noreen Jenny, president of Celebrity 
Endorsement Network, a company that brings advertisers and 
stars together. “It’s very hard for me to imagine an advertiser 
getting involved with Michael now to endorse a product, because* 
the products he’s going to endorse, they’re going to be products that 
appeal to the younger market, to kids, to teens, that’s his market. 
That’s who he appeals to,” Jenny added- Jackson has denied 
allegations that he sexually molested the boy, and representatives 
of die star have claimed, the accusations are part of an elaborate 
plot by the boy’s father to extort $20 million from Jackson. 

India quizzes China on missile sales 

NEW DELHI (R) — India expressed content over Chinese 
missile sales to Pakistan, but said New Delhi would not “whine” 
over the issue. We have raced this matter with the Chinese,” 
jyotmdra Dmt, Iurtia’s top diplomat, told reporters ahead 
of Prime hum^r P. V Narasunha Rao’s visit to Peking next 
week- Mr. Dbot said India and China were hoping to sign a 


when the Soviet Urn m collapsed 
at the end of 1991. 

But Kiev has not vet ratified 
the 1991 START I iuclear dis- 
armament treaty providing for 
cuts in U.S. and Soviet strategic 
missiles. 

■Meanwhile, Japan and the Un- 
ited States will hold talks in the 
coming week on ways to help 
Russia, Ukraine and other for- 
mer Soviet republics dismantle 
nudear weapons, the Jiji Press 
reported Saturday. 

The three-day meeting will 
open in Washington Tuesday 
until working-level officials from 
the Japanese Ministries of Fore- 
ign Affairs and International 
Trade and the U.S. State and 
Defence Departments taking 
part, Jiji said. 

Jiji, quoting Japanese govern- 
ment sources, also said that Japan 
would explain its ideas of assist- 
ance to former Soviet republics in 
dismantling midear weapons and 
controlling nuclear-related mate- 
rials. ' 


PHNOM PENH (R) — Cambo- 
dian head of state Prince Noro- 
dom Sihanouk threatened Satur- 
day to cut off relations with the 
United Nations after earlier re- 
fusing to accept his old position as 
king, a government spokesman 
said. 

Coalition gover n me n t spokes- 
man Khien Kanharith said Prince 
Sihanouk sent faxes from Pelting 
saying also that he will stay in 
China until he gets a written oath 
from the National Assembly 
malting him head of state, with- 
out elaborating on what form he 
would like that leadership to 
take. 

Prince Sihanouk was due to 
come back from his trip abroad, 
which included a long stay in 
North Korea, on Sept IS. 

He gave no explanation for his 
decision but Western analysts 
said he may be accusing the U.N. 
Transitional Authority in Cambo- 
dia (UNTAC) of implying it only 
accepted the reinstitution of a 
monarchy if it 'had a circums- 
cribed role. 

The U.N. peacekeeping opera- 
tion, which organised national 
elections in May, denied this. 

“UNTAC is not opposed to 
apy solutions that Cambodians 
will want,” said U.N. spokesman 
Eric Faff. “The role of Prince 
Sihanouk is dearly fundamental. 
We have repeatedly stressed the 
importance of his role.” 

Mr. Kanharith declined to 
comment on the surprise 
announcements, saying only that 
the government side, which in- 
cludes the pro-Royalist Party 
headed by Prince Sihanouk’s 
eldest son. Prince Norodom 
Ranariddh, was discussing die 
matter. 

“We are just waiting and dis- 


cussing,” be said. 

Mr. Kanharith represents the 
side of the former ruling party, 
the Cambodian People’s Party, in 
the interim coalition after the 
Royalists won a narrow but inde- 
cisive victory in the election. 

Prince Sihanouk, king until he 
abdicated in 1955, surprised 
observers -earlier _in the day by 
announcing he was against the 
idea of the country becoming a 
constitutional monarchy. 

Just boms before, Cambodia's 
two co-presidents had said Prince 
Sihanouk would 1 be king after 
discussions with him in Pyon- 

father will be kfeS*’ 
Prince Ranariddh said after re- 
turning from the talks Friday 
night. 

Prince Sihanouk has repeatedly 
said he would never accept the 
throne a gain but he has acquired 
a re pu tation in 50 years in politics 
for abrupt changes of tack which 
baffle even his supporters. 

Prince Ranariddh’s Royalist 
Party said earlier Saturday they 
would continue to pursue Prince 
Sihanouk to persuade him to be 
king despite ms calls for a con- 
stitution that was neither monar- 
chic .or republican. 

1 “The majority of people want 
to see him as king. And the CPP 
and other parties also want to see 
him as king,” said Royalist Party 
spokesman and vice information 
minister, Ek Sereywath. 

Prince Sihanouk’s message to 
the National Assembly and gov- 
ernment dated Saturday said that 
Cambodians had still not resolved 
the problem of the c ontinui ng 
guerrilla insurgency from the 
Khmer Rouge, who refused to take 
part in the elections, and should 


not create another serious prob- 
lem with a controversy over 
whether to have a monarchy or a 
republic. .. , 

“If we *<»««« the problem of 
the monarchy and the republic, 
we will be responsible for a new 
division of our nation,” it said. 

"I - beg you to renounce the 
reestablishment of the monarchy 
and my nomination as king of 
f'-fliw hnriifl and to continue the 
initial project of our constitution 
which is neither mouarchistic or 
republican,” it said. 

The p rinc e is already unchal- 
lenged as bead of state, but the 
extent of his powers under a new 
constitution remains unclear. 
Some diplomats befieve he wishes 
to exercise more power as nation- 
al president. 

The new constitution s due to 
be approved once Prince Siha- 
nouk returns to Phnom Penfa.^ 

The radical Khmer Rouge said 
Saturday that “bad people” rep- 
resenting foreign interests tn 
Cambodia were delaying urgent 
round-table talks requested by 
the guerrillas. 

Prince Sihanouk had said in a 
message to the faction's nominal 
leader Khieu Samphan that the 
discussions could be held only 
after 1 the country adopts a new 
constit u tion, a date tentatively 
fixed for Sept. 15. 

The Khmer Rouge had urgent- 
ly asked for talks after a govern- 
ment offensive pummelled the 
guerrillas out of the northwest 
province of Banteay Meancbey 
and out of key positions in Stem 
Reap and Kompong Thom pro- 
vinces. 

The faction said in a statement 
released here Saturday that the 
talks were to have been held 
Friday. 


Azerbaijani parliament votes for 
direct talks with Nagorno-Karabakh 


a cool response in Luanda. 

One of die government’s top 
peace negotiators, General Higi- 
no Carneiro, told Portugal’s TSF 
Radio Saturday that he felt the 
UNITA leader was not being 
sinc ere. ' 

Gen. Carneiro reiterated the 
government line that for any 
fresh talks to be meaningful, UN- 
ITA must accept the terms of a 
1991 peace talks accord that col- 
lapsed 12 months ago. 

UNITA (National Union for 
the Total Independence of Ango- 
la) took up arms again after 
rejecting its defeat by the ruling 
MPLA (Popular Movement for 
the Liberation of Angola) in 
U.N. -supervised elections in 
September last year. 

The peace drfre~1litis~gathered 
pace with the approach of a U.N. 
Security Council meeting on 
Sept.. 15 to discuss Angola. 


be ruled out a irnai seraemwjt or me complex problem that ted the 
two giant neighbours to fight a brief border war in 1962. 


MOSCOW (AFP) — The Azer- 
baijan! parliament has voted for 
direct negotiations with the 
separatist leaders of the 
Aimeman-dominated enclave of 
Nagorno-Karabakh, ITAR- 
TASS News Agency reported 
Saturday. 

Legislators voted Friday night 
for a motion stating the aim of 
such talks was a “peaceful settle- 
ment of the conflict,” which has 
lasted five yean arid left more 
than 10,000 people dead. 

Acting President Geidar 
Aliyev said that the decision did 
not mean the end of the Baku gov- 
ernment’s attempts to regain con- 
trol of Nagorno-Karabakh, an 
enclave in the southwest, and the 
adjoining territory controlled by 
Armenian forces, ITAR-TASS 
reported. 

“We must do everything we 
can to get these te rrit ori es back 
by peaceful means,” Mr. Aliyev 
said. 

The vote followed the Arme- 
nian forces declaring a unilateral 
ceasefire Wednesday and calling 
for negotiations. 

As a gesture of goodwill, the 
Armenian command in the en- 
clave ordered its forces to with- 
draw from the town of Kubady 
and all along the frontline in 
southwestern Azerbaijan.^ 

Armenian President Levon 
Ter-Petrossian hailed the with- 
drawal Saturday as a “consider- 
able political victory for 
Nagorno-Karabakh,'' ITAR- 
TASS reported. 

The agency reported the 


Armenian president as saying 
that it should now be possible to 
open a political dialogue with the 
Baku government.. 

The Azerbaijani authorities 
have long ‘refused to negotiate 
with the Nagorno-Karabakh' 
separatists, dismissing them as 
rebels and preferring instead to 
. talk to the government of Arme- 
nia proper. 

But Azerbaijani representor, 
fives recently met secretly with a 
Nagorno-Karabakh delegation. 
The parhamenfs vote gives the 
stamp of approval to such con- 
tacts. 

Armenian forces have enjoyed 
considerable success against the 
Azerbaijani troops this year, cap- 
turing two corridors between 
Nagorno-Karabakh and Armenia 
as well as a swathe of territory 
between the enclave and Iran. 

Iranian forces have been in 
Azerbaijan for several days at 
Baku’s request protecting an area 
around two dams being built on 
die River Arax which borders the 
two countries, an official source 
said here Saturday. 

Work on the two dams at 
Kboda Afarin and Giz Ghaleh-Si, 
150 kilometres northeast of Tab- 
riz was suspended amid the fight- 
ing in southern Azerbaijan, the 
sources said. 

The hydro-electric dams are a 
joint project between Iran and 
Azerbaijan with the costs being 
shared between the two coun- 
tries. 

The largest dam at Khoda 


Pope begins visit to Lithuania 


VILNIUS (Agencies) — Pope 
John Paul n arrived in 1 the 
Lithuanian capital here on his 
first visit to a former Soviet re- 
public. ' 

He kissed the ground after 
stepping down from his plane at 


Lithuanian President Algirdas 
Brazanskas, former Communist 
Party chief in the republic, and by 
church leaders. 

The Pope will be in Lithuania, 
which has a large Catholic major- 
ity that suffered repression under 
Communist rule, from Saturday 
to Tnesday, head on to Latvia 
Wednesday and Thursday then 
round up his trip in Estonia. 

The theme of the Pope’s visit, 
his 61st trip abroad in his 15 years 
as bead ot the Roman Catholic 
Church,, will focus on a new 


evangelism. 

with the* I Ru«iian ir ^rtho^x 
Church, which has traditionally 
been at odds with Catholicism. 

On Friday, Emperor Aldhito. 
of Japan began a European tour 


Paul as a messenger of peace. 

The emperor, who drove to the 
Pope's summer residence in the 
Roman hills after arriving from 
Japan, presented the Pope with a 
bronze dove, saying it was “a 
prayer for peace.” 

It was Emperor Akihito's first 
meeting with the Pope since 
being crowned emperor in 1989. 
As crown prince, he had been 
received by the late Pope Hus 
XII during a visit to Rome in 
1953. 

The Pope’s Swiss Guards, 


wearing uniforms dedg nAH by 
Michelangelo and sporting 
ancient pikes, presented arms as 
the emperor arid Empress Mfefai- 
ko entered the papal palace. 

The 73-year-old Pope bowed 
slightly to Emperor Aldhito as 


« “ papal 

throne room and the two men 
shook hands. 

_ A Vatican statement said 
Emperor Akihito bad paid tri- 
bute to the Pope's moral author- 
ity and expressed thanirc for the 
rote played by the Roman Catho- 
lic Church in Japan. 

The emperor told reporters he 
had been particularly moved by 
the appeal for peace made by 
tfope John Paul during his 1981 
visit to Hiroshima, the city devas- 
tated by the first atomic bomb in 


Afarin where work started last 
year will be 70 metres (213 feet) 
high and provide 200 megawatts 
of electricity to be shared be- 
tween the two countries. 

The second project, 13 
kilometres northeast of the first, 
will be about 40 metres (120 feet) 
high and provide 80 megawatts of 
energy. 

The sources said workers had 
fled when the fighting broke out 
around the Azerbaijani towns of 
FhuH and DzhebraO last month. 
The Iranian forces were ensuring 
security at the construction sites. 

Turkey again warns Armenia 

Turkish Prime Minister Tansu 
CSUer warned Armenia Saturday 
there could be war if it launched 
any action against the Azeihai- 
jani region of Nakhichevan, in an 
interview published by the daily 
Huniyet. 

“If one inch of Nakhichevan 
soil is touched (by Armenia) and 
there is any attempt to change its 
stains then I will call on parlia- 
ment to authorise war and to send 
in troops,” she said. 

Nakhichevan, which shares 15 
kflometres (nine miles) of terri- 
tory with Turkey, is a small 
autonomous Azerbaijani republic 
lying between Tthkey, Iran and 
Armenia and administered from 
Baku. 

Turkey has already reinforced 
security along its eastern boniers 
especially along the border with 
Armenia, sending m extra troop6 
Friday and increasing its recon- 
naisance flights.. 


Typhoon moves north after hitting Japan 


TOKYO (R) — Yancy. the most 
powerful typhoon to ton Japan in 
decades, weakened and moved 
north Saturday, tearing at least 
45 dead or missing in its wake, 
weathermen and emergency ser- 
vices said. 

Packing winds of up to 90 Mi 
(55 mpb), the typhoon was over 
the Sea of Japan near Akita, 
about 500 kilometres northwest 
of Tolwo, at 4 p.m. Saturday 
(0700 GMT). 

It was travelling northeast at a 
speed of 45 kph (30 mph), the 
Meteorological Agency said. 
Forecasters said the typhoon had 
begun to weaken and move off 
the spine of the Japanese' 


ar TTjjPJ'k®°" . 250,000 passengers were affected 

They warned, however, that by the fiffiTSandstfll 
heavy rain and strong winds could About 20 oebnte were huriMi 

still hit wide areas of Dortbem Friday in a ^TntSS 

, , ni . 8“*** by rains in Kinpo, Kagosb- 

At least 31 people were killed, ma, on Kyushu, 

14 were missing and 114 were- 

injured in southern Japan, which .Hundreds of rescue workers 

was hit hard by the torrential nun t™** ™ vain to reach tire area 
and powerful winds, police said, overnight because of landslides 
After making landfall on the caved-in roads. About a 

southern island of Kyushu late ^ XK ® es had been r e c ove red 

Friday, Yancy pounded southern P? Saturday afternoon and others 
Japan with violent gusts and tor- m nibble were feared dead, 
rential rain. / police said. . 

Ir ^ ’ de " ~ The mudslide occnmdjs peo- 

. P^^ereabomTObeevaauriMto 
thm 600 homes and prated safer ground after authorities 
most rail, sea and anr Imks m warned the area hart v.Z. 
southern Japan. More than daSerUT bccotne 


Embarrassed 
brothel 
forces ballet 
school move 

MELBOURNE, Australia 
(AFP) — A baifet school bach i 
being forced id pack qp aod mure 
foficraring a tribunal dearioo that 
it is an, embarnmeMHt to the 
brothel next door. The Adorims- 
trative Appeals Tribmud beard 
during a protracted legal; battle 
that the brothel. Baatera Sfafios, 
had lost clients aftf^thejSeira 
Burstin School of DjmCir opened 
next door in the middle «2ut 
suburb of CauHk&L ft itt mbs 
released Friday, the tribnci&Eiia 
Bambra Studios bad been wksc 
for 17 years, the . twp bntfiaess 
were incompatible aud it wit “a 
matter of first come, first 
served.” Bambra SttKfiot -had 
complained about tbe behaviour 
of the young ballet rtndfatfs and 
tire tribunal decided fe would be 
inappropriate for the two * 
businesses tony to “coexist" next 
door. Tbe brothel receptionist 
told tbe tribunal that during the 
first week after the school opened ' 
she bad seen three Il-year-old, 
students from next door running 
into toe premises, grabbing min- 
ties sweets and nmmng out again. 
Since that and other similar epi- 
sodes, clients embarrassed by the 
off-putting antics of the young - 
gjrl students had stayed a way 
from the brothel, reducing its 
business by between 25 and 35 ^ 
per cent, Bambra management . . 
said. The brothel appealed to tbe j . 
tribunal after the local council" 
granted toe ballet school a per- 
mit. Bambra claimed it was in- 
appropriate for an educational 
facility to be located dose to a 
brothel. BaBet school proprie to r 
.Sefra Burstin said F—arclay toe 
decision had been a disappoint- 
ment and she planned to set up t 
elsewhere while considering 
other legal avenues to stay in the 
same street. 

Parking fudge 
in fine mess 

AUSTIN, Texas (AP) — On her 
second day at work, the city’s 
bearing officer for parting tickets 
was arrested for — you guessed it 
— an unpaid parking ticket. Cac- 
cell, Nobel, 38, was arrested on 
Aug. 17 on a warrant issued nine 
months earlier for parking at an 
expired metre. Sire was jpven 
until Sept. 17 to pay tire $13.50 ■■ 
she owes, according to dty re- 
cords. Ms. Nobte’stoss, municip- 
al court clerk Ron Zimmerman, 
said tire court routinely checks 
potential employees for outstand- 
ing traffic or parking citations. 

Mr. Zimmerman said Ms. Noble 
was doing a good job and her * 
brash with tire law won’t affect 
her employment. 

Couple ties knot 
on U.S.-Mexican 
border bridge 

MEXICO CITY (R) — A 
Mexican- Ame rican couple tied 
the knot Friday on a bridge link- 
ing Mexico and tire United States 
after, failing to get the necessary 
papers to marry in either country, . 
the Mexican News Agency, 
Notimex, said. Mexican citizen 
Pablo Alvarado Garcia could not 
travel to the United States as be 
had ho passport, white Rosa Elia 
Lopez of the United States re- 
flased to pay the 480 new peso 
($160) fee for a permit to marry 
in Mexico, the agency said. “I 
decided I'd rather get married in 
the middle of the bridge,” Ms. 
Lopez was quoted as saying. Tbe 
ceremony on the bridge Interna- 
tional Uno, which links the bor- 
der towns of Laredo, Texas, and 
Nuevo Laredo, in toe Mexican 
state of Nuevo Leon, Required 
only toe approval of U.S. im- 
migration authorities. 

2 horseback riders 
end 5 year Journey 

PRUDHOE BAY, Alaska 
(AFP) — Two horseback riders 
who left tire southern tip of South 
America heading north more 
than five years ago ended their 
trek here on Alaska’s -Arctic 
coast Louis Bruhnkc, 32, of CaK- 
fornia, and Vladimir Fissenko, 

33, who emigrated from Russia to 
France, dismounted from their 
horses and embraced at the edgs 
of tire Arctic Ocean here Thurs- 
day at the end of their 30,575- 
kriometre (19,000-mile) trip. 
7J cy .5<'£ an t be ir sojourn on Feb. 

1 9, 198 8 at Tierra De! Fuego, 
Argentina, and traveled through 
toe rugged . Andes Mountains 
tnrte tunes, dense jungles m Col- 4 
ombia and Panama, and 
traveled 14 countries. They also 5 
evaded hungry bean in Alaska 
wit the most treacherous part of 
their journey was in the Bolivian 
jungl e s, where Fissenko was-cap- 
tored and beaten by natives who 
twwgJrt he was a demon. Fis- 
senko bad ridden ahead to fed a * 
“wpsite, paying tittle attention 
to the possible repercns sie n* of i 
local lore that holds dp t white > 

n™ 3 ® white horses are demons. \ 

“ought he had come to shad tire . 
rat from thefr bodies,” 'said * 
Bnibnke, who added that by toe 
toe ire arrived he found te ? 
pend naked, bruised and Weed- 
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U.S. Open 

Ivanisevic latest seed to tumble out 


WHfcnfag world, chess champ ion Garry Kasparov poses between knights at a press conference in 

ir^ poepw arion fortbe World Chess Championsbip starting Sept. 7 (AFP photo) 

►... ■ * . _ 

|* Kasparov to make first move 
| in World Chess Championship 

t nwnnw / a m nr u ■ ■ « ■ * X 


NEW YORK (AFP) — Goran 
Ivanisevic became the seventh 
men’s seed to fall in the first two 
rounds of the U.S. Open Friday 
when he bowed out in straight 
sets to day court spedalist Carlos 
Costa. 

• The llth-seeded Croatian let 
slip a 5-0 lead in die third-set 
tie-breaker and the surprised 
Spaniard won the match 6-3, 7-6 
(7/4) 7-6 (7/5). 

“If I can't win after being 
five-nothing in a tie-break, I 
don't know what I can win any- 
more,” a disconsolate Ivanisevic 
said. 

“I served really bad. When I 
need, I didn’t put one firt serve 
in. I played pretty bad.” 

Despite his baseliner's back- 
ground, Costa managed some 
■stylish play at the net, and he 
served up just as many aces as 
Ivanisevic — 16 in all. 

The loss of seven of the men's 
seeds in the Gist two rounds was a 
U.S. Open record: The previous 
record was six set in 1976 and 
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LONDON (AP) — World , chess champion Gariy 
Kapparov wontheTqjht to- make the first move in 
his drampionship match against Nigel Short at a 
ceremony Friday featuring Russian dolls, giant 
chess knights and out-of-tune trumpets. 

Unlike the Tow-key draws in professional soccer 
- and tennis, “the drawing of the colours” for die 
Time World Chess Championship 'climaxed a 
champagne lunch for 150 invited guests at one of 
London's, most fashionable restaurants. 

In chess, only two ccdours count — black and' 

- while. 

Even the hors (T oeuvres were black and white, 
laid out in the pattern of a chess board. Several 
chess experts wre seen making chess moves with 
tbefredible squares before popping them in die 
mouths. 

There was a two-stage draw to determine' who 
would play with die white pieces and who with the 1 
blade when the 21-game match opens Tuesday at 
London’s Savoy Theatre under die auspices of the 
newly formed Professional Chess Association. 

. *Tt is generally believed that the player with the 
white pieces has a significant advantage in a chess 
game played at this level of competition,” ex- 
plained New York attorney Robert E. Rice, the 
association’s commissioner. 

The 'first draw was to determine which player 
would actually make die final draw for the colours. 

As world champion, Kasparov was given the 
opportunity to choose between two identical Rus- 
sian dolls,. earned .in on a silver tray to a krad, 
somewL-i ursconlant fanfare by royal air force - 
trumpeters. - ••• 

One doD q iqccaJed a sqi2yp* 'wooden jdoIJ jvfth#- 
ca ri Cd tn re dflKa^iw.'rhetififer hid a similar doll 
bearing short V caricature: . .. ; 

“This sounds Uke you ” Kasparov whipped to 
• his British challenger as he shook one of the. giant 
red dolls. 


equalled m 1982. 
The others to 1 


Indeed, it contained the short doll. 

-This gave Short the right to choose the colour. 

To another ragged trumpet fanfare, waiters 
wheeled in two trolleys containing large objects 
covered by red velvet cloths. 

After Sort selected one, the doth was whipped 
off to reveal a giant, dark and chess knight. It 
wasn't quite 'black, but the best the organisers 
could manage. 

Kasparov then pulled off the other doth, reveal- 
ing a creamy, sreenish giant knight, which gave 
him the right to make the first move. 

Before the draw, Kasparov said the match 
signified a victory for the Professional Chess 
Assoication, which be and Short formed in Febru- 
ary when tiny refused to play their title match for 
the World Chess Federation. 

Despite efforts to destroy the championship and 
discredit the association, Kasparov said the match 
would receive the biggest media coverage that 
chess has ever had. He .pledged to try to make 1 
chess “a household game.” 

. The World Chess Federation, which has domin- 
ated the game since 1918, has refused to recognise 
■ the assooation. It is holding its own championship 
between former world champion Anatoly Kaprov 
and Jan Tim man of the Netherlands, both of whom 
lost to Short in qualifying matches. That match 
start Monday in the Dutch town of Zwolle. 

The 1.7 million pounds ($2.55 million) in prize 
money for the London match is one of the largest 
purses in championship chess. The prize money for 
the TSmman-Karpcrv - match -has been cut to 2 
million Swiss francs (S1.28 million)- - 
- '-■Short' find Kasparov said they wre ready ttrQo 
battle. ■ ' 

*T believe there ftffl be a tot of fighting chess',” 
Short' said. “And as they say in this country, may 
the best man win." 


The others to foil were twqj 
times defending champion Stefan - 
Edberg, the third seed, who lost 
in the second round, and first- 
round casualties Sergj Bruguera 
(5), Michael Stich ( 6 ), Petr Korda 
(9), Ivan Lendl (13) and Andre 
Agassi (16). 

However, some other stars 
continued to advance with almost 
stately ease despite the stifling 
humidity and heat at the National 
Tennis Centre at Flushing 
Meadow. 

Swedish tennis player Mats 
Wilander, the 1988 U.S. Open 
champion who played his last 
Grand Slam in 1991, defeated 
compatriot Mikael Pemfors in 
five sets to reach tire third round 
of the U.S. Open Saturday. 

Wilander, who retired from foil 
time tennis in *91 and entered the ' 
Open on a wild card, defeated 
Pemfors 7-6 (7/6), 3-6, 1-6, 7-6 
( 8 / 6 ), 6-4. 

Their match went on court 
about l(k30 p.m. Friday, and four 
hours later about a thousand fans 
were still there for the end. 

The flushing time of 2:25 in the 
morning was one of the latest in. 
tournament history for a singles 
match. 

- • Most wre rooting for Wilander, 
"■whose ranking has plummeted to 
'558 in the world. 

Pemfors, ranked 37th, was vis- 
ibly hurting with leg cramps in the 
fourth set tie-breaker, but 




is?! 


Gfl fr rfr U* s« 6 afini watches the ball through her racket (AFP photo) 

cwmpH tn chmo fh/»Tn nff in tha Thin-crlau 


seemed to shrug them off in the 
fifth. 

Wilander will meet 11th- 
Frenchman Cedric Pioline in the 
third round. 

World number-one Jim 
Courier hammered compatriot 
qualifier Michael Joyce 6-1, 6-2, 
6-2 to line up a third-round dash 
with another American Malivai 
Washington. 

Fourth-seeded German Boris 
Becker, playing just one day after 
he completed a rain-delayed fust-, 
round five-setter, beat Switzer- 
land’s Jakob Hlasek 6-2, 6-2, 64. 

Richard Krajicek, the 10th 
seed from die Netherlands, beat 
unseeded Spaniard Alberto Be- 
rasategui 6-1, 6-2,. .64. 

Becker, who was none too 
pleased that bis first-round match 
had been scheduled for Wednes- 
day night, was even more put out 
when it was delayed by rain until 


Thursday. 

“Obviously, I was tired, but I 
beat (Hlasek) in straight sets. I 
.think that speaks well for my 
game rights now,” he said. 

He said the difference between 
his straight-set win over Hlasek 
and his five-set struggle against 
Andrei Cherkasov, was an im- 
proved serve. 

As the top-seed. Courier is no, 
doubt the prime target in the 
-men’s draw, but he was unper- 
turbed by the spate of upsets. 

“It is not-fhat shocking, real- 
ly,'’ he said. “We are very deep in 
men’s tennis. Upsets are going to 
happen. It doesn't .change any- 
thing for me. 

“After this round, there will 
still be 32 good players left." 

Eighth-seeded Ukrainian 
Andrei Medvedev also survived, 
winning his second-round match 
with American Richey Renebeig 


4-6, 7-6 (7/5), 64, 63. Graf was glad to skip 3 iriic 

The match was interrupted in in the heat and humidity, thbiig 
the third set because a bottle blew she admitted that three days will 
ou the court and shattered. The out a match, from Wednesday t 
rest worked to Medvedev's Sunday, might take away a tflc 
advantage. her edge For her fourth'- rbun 

. . . . dash against dangerous Frehc 

Something happened in the 1Ml ^| d Mary & rce . 

break, he said. “I drank a lot of pj eree beat big-serving B« 0 d 
srater, came badt oat was kind of the Netherlands^ 

of disoriented, light headed. I 7 ^ 17 ™ ■ - 

kind of threw away the last three Fourth-seeded Spaniard ICor 
eames ' chita Martinez also advance 

Women's top seed Steffi Graf with a 63, 61 victory over Nlcoi 
did not have to play to reach the Muns-Jagerman of the Nettiei 
fourth-round. Her Austrian lands and number-eight 'Jan 
opponent Judith Wiesner with- Novotna beat Italian Laur 
drew with a sinus infection. Golarsa 64, 63. 

Injuries, upsets, illnesses take toll at U.S. Open , 

As the U.S. Open headed into the holiday weekend, it seemecLu 
be operating under siege conditions. • 

Upsets,, injuries and illnesses took their toll on the men's am 
women's oraWs. Players were complaining about the scheduling a 
well as the heat and humidity of the second hottest summer in Nev 
York City history. Planes from nearby Laguardia Airport were ouo 
again zooming overhead. 

Welcome to the National Tennis Centres. 

Judith Wiesner became the eighth player struck down by ’th> 
Open’s injury-illness virus when she galled out of her schedule' 
match with No. 1 Steffi Graf Friday because of an upper respirator 
infection. 

Still in the singles competition but hurting was Manuela Maleeva 
Fragniere, who withdrew from a women's doubles match when sh 
suffered a torn tendon in her left pinky. She planed to go ahead wit 
a singles match agaihst Sabine Hack later Friday. 

Other casualties were Carl-Uwe Steeb and Ivan Lendl, hot 
brought down by knee injuries, Mary Joe Fernandez, Grant Staff or 
and Christian Bersstom, who all experienced stomach cramps, Kenn 
Thorne, who hadleg cramps, and Jeff Tar an go, who him his ankle 

A record- tying half-dozen seeded players, including Jennifc 
Capriati and Andre Agassi, were eliminated in the first round. An 
two time winner Stefan Edberg became just the third defendin 
champ in the Open era to go out in the second round. 

Top-seeded Jim Courier breezed to a straight-sets victory i 
puneningtheat and humidity and then talked about the ctifficu 
conditions at the Open. 

“The locker rooms are bad,” he said. “The lounge is very crowds 
and there really is no place for us to go and hide. 

Some of those still around were feeling grumpy about tfc 
scheduling, especially Boris Becker. Because of the strange schedn 


and two rain delays, the fourth-seeded Becker did not completed 
first found match until Thursday night. That meant' to win tf 
tournament, Becker would have to play and win seven matches in 3 
days, a tall order. 

Becker had requested an early start but was not scheduled to sta 
the tournament until Wednesday, a rainout pushed him back anotfaii 
day. 

Martina Navratilova also wondered about sitting around. She wt 
her opening match Monday afternoon and did not play again un< 
Thursday night. “Is there a tournament here?” she said. ‘Tve - bee 
hitting in Central Park, biding time.” 

During Thursday's matches, jets from Laguardia zoomed over ti 
National Tennis Centre, distracting a number of players, indudii 
Navratilova. - 

Fin the past. Mayor David N. Dinkins, a tennis buff, has arrange 
with Laguardia to reroute planes during the Open. No one in -t) 
mayor's office could say whether a similar request had been jnai 
this year. 


Marseille hearing begins 

PARIS (R) — The French Soccer League’s (FNL) disciplinary 
committee began its lengthy hearing Saturday into Marseille's 
alleged match-fixing with- Valenciennes. 

Defender Jacques' Gfassmann, who accused the European 
_ Champions of rigging a domestic league match against his side last 
' May, was the first to arrive at the FNL’s Paris offices. 

He was followed by h as former teammates Christ ohe Robert 
Conner coach. Marseille player Jean-Jacques Eydehe did not - 
appear. 

Robert, Bumicbaga, Eydehe and framer Marseille genera] 
secretary Jean-Pierre Bernes, who was expected this afternoon, 
are all under investigation for bribery. 
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PICK YOUR LINE 


North-South vulnerable. . South 
JwiV 

NORTH 
■6 10 5 2 
<7K6 3 

0 J74 2 ~ ' 

*K8 5 

WEST EAST 

*J * Q 9 6 4 

<7 10 8 4 ‘7752 

OAK 10 5 0 863 

*4 10 643 * Q 9 2 

SOUTH 
4A.K8 73 
7AQJ9 
0 Q 9 
* A 7 
The bidding: 

South West North East 

1 * Pass 1 NT Pass 

3 9 Pass 8* p «“ 

4 * Pass Pass Pass 

Opening lead: King of 0 

To folly appreciate this deal, cov- 
er ^ East-West cards and deckle 
hop you would play this' hand at 
rubber bridge. Would you da any- 

■ tJMng different in a pairs event? 

’Hu auction is simple enough. 

■ Once North can respond. South has 
gq flMgh to insist on game— -if* rim- 
phr a question of where the band 
should be played. Three no trump 
by Sooth os the third round of the 

however, wbokihAv* been a 

better chnwm. - incidentally, note 


North’s response of one no trump 
on a balanced miniimun with three- 

card specie support We heartfljy en- 
dorse this choice. 

Wert starts the defense V- taking 
two high diamonds, then shifting to 
the jack of dubs. You win in hand 
and cash the king of spades, on 
. which Wert dregs the jack How do 
you continue? 

Since you have no other loans 
except for trumps you should take a 
safety play to ensure no more than' 
■ one trump loser. You can accom- 
plish.- that by l oB c fin ea low spade 
toward the ten: If Wert has the 
queen as wdLall you have given up 
is an overtrick. 

AC the cards Be, Wert discards 
and East captures the ten with the 
queen. You can win any return on 
the table and take the marked fi- 
nesse for the nine of spades to land 

yourgmne. 

How would you tackle the hand if 
you were playing dupticate? Exactly 
the same way*, tlse Principle of Re- 
stricted Choice statu that West’s 
jack a mart Hkejy to be a fringleton 
than from specifically queen-jack 
douHaton. Indeed, Q J is only one of 
four possible doubleton combina- 
tions West could hold which in- 
cludes the knave. 


Zamalek outplay Mouloudia 

CAIRO (AFP) — Egyptian side Zamalek scored 
a 4-0 win over Algerian opponents Mouloodia in • 

• the first-leg of their African Cupwhmeis Cup 
quarter-final dash Friday. Ayman Montasser 
opened the scoring after just five minutes and 
Emmanuel made it 2-0 eight minutes later. EffaL - 
Nassar put the issue beyond doubt by scoring' a 
third just on half-tune and Khaled Ghandour 
made it 4-0 early in the second-half. 

Henkel pregnant blit not retiring - 

BONN (AFP) — Olympic high jump champion 

- Heike Henkel is expecting a djild this year but 
hopes to be back m competition in time for the 
1996 Olympics in Atlanta, her husband and 
manager Rainer Henkel announced Friday. “She 
is 14 weeks pregnant, but it is not the end of her 

k career, she will resume training next summer,” 

- be said. 

Jackson breaks 13-second barrier for 3rd time 

BRUSSELS (R) — World high hurdles cham- 
pion Colin Jackson became Friday the first man 
to dock muter 13 seconds for the high hurdles 
three times in a season. Jackson, woo reduced 


the world record to 12.91 seconds at last month's 
Stuttgart World Championships, won the 110 
metres hurdles by a metre in 12.99 seconds at the 
Brussels Grand Prix. Only Jackson himself and 
framer world record holders Renaldo Nehemiah 
and Roger Kingdom have ever run faster. 


Johnson and Morceli 
reap Grand Prix gold 


Dalai Lama agaiast China’s Olympic bid 

BONN (AFP) — The Dalai Lama has spoken out 
against China’s bid for the 2000 Olympics be- 
cause of the regime’s human rights violations. In 
an issue .of the German wee lay magazine Der 
Spiegel, the spiritual head of the Tibetan Buddh- 
ists said: “The international community must 
give, a sign and encourage those in China who are 
risking their life for democracy and freedom.” 
The religious leader did not accept the argument 
a Chinese Olympics might bring about a more 
liberal political dimate. “If toe world now 
promises the games to China,” he added, ‘it will 
show ft is indifferent to the regime which rules 
there.” The International Olympic Committee 
deddes the hosts on September 23 in Monaco 
and the race is between Beijing, Berlin, Sydney, 
Istanbul, and Manchester. Brasilia, pulled out of 
the race on August 12, and will make a bid for toe 
2004 Games. 


BRUSSELS (AFP) — Five 
athletes shared a haul of 20 bars 
of gold after completing a quartet 
of wins at the Brussels Grand Prix 
meeting Friday. 

Michael Johnson, Noureddine 
Morceli, Sonia O’Sullivan, Maria 
Mutola, and Trine Hattestad all 
won their event at the Ivo Van 
Damme memorial meeting as 
they did in Oslo, Zurich and 
Berlin earlier this year. 

Organisers of the golden four 
agreed to share the $25,000 of 
gold to any athlete who won his, 
or her event at all four. 

Johnson, the world 400 metre 
champion, won his race in 
.44,455 sec., the third slowest of his 
times in the golden four races. 

Morceli, Algeria’s 23-year-old 
world 1,500 metre champion, was 
reportedly on a $30,000 bonus to 
break the, world mile record in 
Brussels. ‘But his time of 3min 
47.30sec fell just 0.98sec outside 
the eight-year-old record of Bri- 


tain'^ Steve Cram. The British 
record holder finished eighth. 

"The gold bar was what I 
wanted,” said Morceli, who still 
recorded the second fastest time 
of the year. “It was too cold and 
windy for a world record." 

Sonia 'O'Sullivan the only non- 
world champion in contention for 
the crock of gold convincingly 
won her 3,000 metres in 8 min 
30.86sec, beating Britain’s Yvon- 
ne Murray — who had taken toe 
lead in the final lap — by almost 
two seconds. 


Nigeria wm:,;. 
world under-1 
; soccer title ■ \ 

TOKYO (AFP) — Nigeria- 
came the new world ■ unde 
soccer champions when-Wi 
Oruma and Ilcechukwu Aqo 
scored for a 2-1 victory ton 
the tide from defending ct 
pions Ghana in the final -Si 
day. 

Only three minutes into 
final the writing was on toe 
when Oruma dived for a he» 
which flew over hapless goal! 
Jana into the left corner to 
Nigeria 1-0 lead. 


FLAT FOR RENT 
FURNISHED OR UNFURNISHED 

2 bedrooms, -living, dining and family room, 1 % bathrooms, 
central heating, garage and telephone. Location: Swefieh. ■- 

Contact tel4 817234 


FOR RENT 

A super deluxe roof situated in Shmeisani srsa- . 
3 bedrooms, one of them master, with wall cabinets, 
modem kitchen made of oakwood. 

Big salon, dining room. 

The floors are Italian marble. 

Elevator is available. Central heating & electricity are 

separate. 

Area 245m 2 without terraces. 

Please call, 678501 after 2:00 p.m. 


FURNISHED FLAT FOR RENT 

'Consists of 3 bedrooms, with master bedroom, two 
salons, and dining room, 3 bathrooms, 2 verandas, 
spacious American style kitchen with deluxe furniture ; 

Location: Um Uthaina Al Janoubi. 

Call tel. 664381 - 670215, Amman. 


TO LET 

Modem, furnished flat consisting of three bedrooms, 
two bathrooms, spacious salon, with telephone. Near 

Tyche Hotel. . u . _ + . 

Also there are nice and modem unfurnished flats in 
Mecca Street, behind Sendebad Gaz Station. 

Call tel. 678617 for two days 
from 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 noon & 4:00-6:00 p.m. 


VILLA FOR RENT OR SALE 

Excellent location in Sweifieh. Master bedroom suite. 4 bed 
rooms, living room, family room and office room, big kitchen anc 
a drawing room. Fireplace, central hewing, A.C. in bedrooms 
Built-in Bar. B.Q. outside, with nice landscaping. Tel. Installed 

Please call 715720 from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 


FURNISHED APARTMENT 
FOR RENT 

Deluxe furnished apartment, 2 & 3 bedrooms, 2 bat! 
rooms, modem kitchen. L-shaped salon, colour T.' 
telephone, central heating, intercom. .• 

Location: Jabal Amman, in quiet & safe residential are-- 
3rd Circle near Khalidi Hospital, no water problem.*’ 

Please call tel.: 641345 from 8-10 a.m. 4-8 pjr 


FOR RENT 

FULLY FURNISHED VILLA 
(SUITABLE FOR DIPLOMATIC CORPS) 

3 BEDROOMS (MASTER WITH JACUZZI). FAMILY R00 
(WITH FIREPLACE) GUEST ROOM. DINING ROOM SPACIOL 
ORIENTAL AREA IN THE BASEMENT, DELUXE KITCHE 
(POGGENPOHL). ROOM: ONE ROOM & SITING AREA, GAI 
AGE (REMOTE CONTROL). WELL-KEPT GARDEN. 
LUXURIOUS FURNITURE. 

LOCATION: AL RABIEH QUARTER. TEL (678811). 



TeL; 677420 


CONCORD 1 . 

MY GIRL 

: CONCORD 2 I 

LAST AOION HERO 

-SHOWS: 1230. 3:15. «. 8:13. 10:15 



fWitia 


Tel.: 634144 


Adel imam 

in ' 

i Sayyed Al Shaghal 

play . 

(Arabic) 

Shows: 1230, 330, 6:00. 8 ’30 



TeL: 675571 

Nabfl Al HUM Tfeeatra 


presents ^p^ay entitled: 

A popular political comedy 
Actors: Abeer Issa, Daoud Jalajel, 
H assart Al Shaer, Fuad Shomali 
in addition to other comedians 
Every night at 8:15 
Tickets are sold ail day 


Nabfl &> HIshaitTs ™- : 

A 5 &LANTHBATRE 


Returns to you Thursday Aug. 
26 in the play: 

- Arab Summit 
Conference 
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Bosnia leader says talks may 


resume soon; Muslims, Groats clash 


SARAJEVO (R) — Bosnia’s 
Muslim President Alija Izetbego- 
vic said on Saturday peace talks 
could resume later this month, as 
fighting raged on between Mus- 
lim and Groat forces in central 
and southern Bosnia 

“I believe the talks will con- 
tinue in the week after next,” Mr. 
Izetbegovic told a news confer- 
ence in Istanbul. 

Peace talks in Geneva aimed at 
ending the Bosnia civil war broke 
down last Wednesday after Mr. 
Izetbegovic asked for 34 per cent 
of Bosnian territory for a rump 
Muslim state, rather than the 30 
per cent awarded under the prop- 


osed peace plan. 

Bosnian Croat and Serb lead- 


ers have said the Bosnian govern- 
ment’s demands are unaccept- 
able. Mr. Izetbegovic plans to 
seek support from U.N. Security 
Council members on Tuesday in 
New York. 

U.N. chief Boutros Ghali has 
urged Serb, Croat and Muslim 
leaders to resume peace talks 
before fighting escalates. 

U.N. officials on Saturday re- 


ported heavy fighting between 
Muslim and Croat soldiers ii 


T 


in the 

central Bosnian town of Gorni 
Vakof. 

The fighting dosed foe major 
aid route into central Bosnia Fri- 
day, and British peacekeepers in 
foe area counted 194 artillery 
rounds fired on Friday. 


The southwest Bosnian town of 
Mostar remained tense as Croat 
forces appeared to aim artillery 
attacks at foe Bosnian army head- 
quarters in foe Mustiro-hdd sec- 
tor, said Major Ides van Bieseb- 
roeck, spokesman for United Na- 
tions Protection Force (UNPRO- 
FOR), at a news conference in 
Sarajevo. 

About 60 shells landed around 
foe Muslim headquarters on Fri- 
day, Maj. Van Biesebroeck said. 

UNPROFOR reported 37S 
ceasefire violations on Friday 
around foe Muslim enclave of 
Srebrenica in eastern Bosnia, 
where Muslim forces are encir- 
cled by Serb soldiers. 

Belgrade-based Tan jug news 
agency said Muslim soldiers 
attacked Serb positions in Doboj 
and shelled Serb forces in Zavi- 
dovid, north of Sarajevo in cen- 
tral Bosnia. 

U.N. officials said Muslim civi- 
lians recently released from Croat 
detention camps in southern Bos- 
nia are badly emaciated and 
appear to have been beaten by 
their captors. 

Roy Wilkinson, spokesman for 
U.N. High Commissioner for Re- 
fugees, said foe civilians “looked 
like concentration camp victims 
from foe second world war.” 

Mr. Wilkinson quoted a 
UNHCR protection officer who 
visited foe men in Muslim-held 
Jablanica, where they fled after 


being released from Croat deten- 
tion centres in foe Mostar region 
in southwestern Bosnia. 

The Muslim men were among 
450 detainees released on Aug. 
31 from Drecelj, a notorious 
Croat detention camp outside Ca- 
plijina, about 20 kilometres south 
of Mostar. 

“Many of foe men bad broken 
fingers and bruises to their upper 
homes from beatings,” Mr. Wil- 
kinson said. 

Of foe estimated 10,000 Mus- 
lim refugees who have been 
pushed into Jablanica in recent 
weeks, Mr. Wilkinson said foe 
protection officer said “many 
people are already begging for 
bread on the streets.” 

Jablanica, relatively unscathed 
by foe war, has become a qiagnet 
for Muslims driven from central 
and southwestern Bosnia. 

About 1,200 Muslim women, 
children and elderly had been 
expelled by Croats from Capljina 
and nearby Stolac in foe previous 
week, foe United Nations re- 
ported. All eventually arrived in 
Jablanica. 

Ethnic cleansing of civilians 
from foeir homes to create ethni- 
cally “pure” territories has been a 
dominant feature of the 17-month 
Bosnian dvfl war. 

The process has been acceler- 
ated by foe proposed di virion of 
Bosnia into foieee mini-states. 

Relatively unscathed by foe 


war and blessed with abundant 
water and electricity, Jablanica 
has become a haven for 
thousands of displaced Muslims, 
many of whom hope to proceed 
to Sarajevo or some other area 
under nominal U.N. protection. 

The United Nations says as 
many as 3,000 Muslim civilians 
arrived in foe Jablanica-Konjic 
region from Blagaj and Mount 
Igman in recent -weeks. Another 
2,000 Muslim refugees arrived 
from Prozor. 


The sudden influx of refugees, 
which the U.N. estimates could 
total 10,000 people, is straming 
local food stodcs in foe Jablanica- 
Konjic region. 

“Many people are already beg- 
ging for bread on foe streets,” a 
UNHCR protection officer was 
quoted by Mr. Wilkinson as 
saying of refugees in Jablanica. 

U.N. efforts to truck relief 
supplies into Jablanica have been 
frustrated by fighting between 
Muslim and Croat farces. 


Airdrops, which ore being used 
to feed Muslims in other pockets 
across Bosnia, could prove neces- 
sary if land routes remain block- 
ed. 

“If s (foe relief effort) becom- 
ing more and more critical, espe- 
cially with foe winter coming,” 
said Mr. Wilkinson. 

“Tbe situation is getting worse 
and worse.” 


Suspects tell Egyptian 
court of torture in jail 


. HAEKSTAP, Egypt (AP) — 
, Alleged Muslim extremists com- 
plained at the opening of foeir 
.military trial Saturday that they 
.had been subjected to constant 
torture in prison and deprived of 
- visits from foeir families. 

And their lawyers complained 
that they were not informed of 
•foe charges or even the defen- 
dants' names until the trial 
^opened. 

The 66 defendants, including 
• 17 at large, are the second group 
among more than 800 alleged 
extremists arrested this-ydar for 
allegedly rebuilding Jihad, foe 
organisation that assassinated 
President Anwar Sadat in 1981. 

The group's accused leader, 
Ismail Suleiman, burst into tears 
as be told die court bow interro- 
gators applied electric shocks to 
ms genitals, threatened to rape 
his wife and suspended him by his 
ankles for hours to force him to 
confess. 

He took off his white robe to 
show foe judges evidence of 
lashes from a whip' across his 
back. 

The chief judge, Major Gener- 
al Hamed Hassan, ordered the 
release from custody for health 
reasons of a defendant, crippled 


by polio, who claimed be was 
tortured. 

Sami Salama, who walked from 
the defendants* cage to the bench 
with the help of two canes, told 
Gen. Hassan be had nothing to 
do with the case. He said police 
arrested him for building a house 
without a license. At the police 
station, he said, police accused 
him of belonging to an illegal 
group and ordered him to impli- 
cate others. 

’ All the defendants face that 
charge and others, including 
planning to overthrow the gov- 
ernment, possession of arms and 
explosives, terrorism and forgery 
of official documents. All could 
be sentenced to death under an 
anti-terrorism law passed in July 
1992. 

As trucks carrying the defen- 
dants approached foe nrihtaiy 
camp 20 kilometres east of Cairo 
where foe trial is held, they 
started shouting slogans 
for Islamic law in Egypt 
waving copies of the Koran. 

In foe courtroom, where they 
were held m blade iron cages, 
they chanted as the officers bear- 
ing foeir trial entered: “Army 
beware of the day of iudzinent 
and apply foe law of 


Prosecution seeks death 


in Bush murder plot case 


KUWAIT (AP) — The prosecu- 
tion on Saturday demanded foe 
death sentence for 11 Iraqis and a 
Kuwaiti charged in a plot to 
assassinate former President 
George Bush daring his visit to 
Kuwait in April. 

It sought 10 years imprison- 
ment for the other two defen- 
dants, both Kuwaitis. They were 
not charged in the plot itself but 
were accused of trying to hide the 
other defendants. 

Lawyers said foe state security 


court was expected to pronounce 


sentences in two weel 
The 14 men were arrested in 
April, most of them just one day 
before Mr. Bush arrived in 
Kuwait where be is regarded a 
hero for forcing- the 33-nation 
coalition that ousted Irani troops 
from the emirate in the 1991 Gulf 


The trial was interrupted for 
long recesses during foe hot 
Kuwaiti summer. When it re- 
sumed Saturday, the prosecution 
and court-appointed defence 
lawyers made their final addres- 
ses before the three judges hear- 
ing the case. There is no jury, as 
is -customary in Kuwait. 

Charges against the accused 
indiK^ smuggling 80 kilogram- 
mes of explosives into Kuwait in 
order to- rig a jeep to explode 
while Mr. Bush was receiving an 
honorary degree. 

Wali A1 Ghazali, an Iraqi 
nurse, told the court when be 


pleaded guilty June 5 that two 
Iraqi intelligence agents gave him 


an 


war. 

Twelve of the defendants 
pleaded innocent when the trial 
opened June 5. Two Iraqi defen- 
dants pleaded guilty, but one of 
than later, said be was innocent. 

President Bill Clinton accused 
Iraq of hatching tbe plot and 
ordered an American missile 
a tt ack on an Iraqi inteDij 
headquarters complex m 
dad in retaliation on June 27. 

Iraq has denied involvement . 


igence 

ilosives-packed belt and 
him how to blow himself 
up if he were caught or if die 
car-bomb foiled. 

Mohammad A1 Yassin, tbe 
court -a ppoin te d lawyer defend- 
ing Raad A1 Assadi, the other 
Iraqi who initially pleaded guilty 
before asser t in g he was innocent, 
told tbe court Saturday there was 
no evidence his dient was in- 
volved in foe plot. 

Mr. Yassin said Mr. Assadi 
accepted 10 pieces of explosive 


from Iraqi intelligence agents 
ise he could not refuse as 


“because 
Iraq is a police state.” 


King extends total support for agreement 


(Continued Aren page 1) 


He said other Arab parties to 
the talks win also address prob- 
lems as they relate to them and 
“hoped” that the level of coor- 
dination among them win im- 
prove. 

King Hussein said Jordan did 
not ratify a draft agenda for its 
I negotiations with Israel because it 
was awaiting progress on the 
Palestinian track, tfe emphasised 
the agenda was not a peace agree- 
ment but a detailing of the issues 
that needed to be discussed in foe 
context of lasting regional peace. 

He said when Jordan was satis- 
fied with progress on the Palesti- 
nian track, “we will move to- 
wards our own responsibilities, 
towards ourselves and future.” 
Asked if the PLO-Israeli 
accord warranted any change in 
the agenda, the King said: “I 
don’t think there will be much 
that requires changing. The sub- 
jects are well-known and 
obviously they will be discussed 
at the appropriate time.” 

“I have no worry or concern 
that the moment is that of 
embarking on a very serious 
attempt to achieve comprehen- 
sive peace in the area ... (and 
end) a conflict which has lasted 
for too long.” 

Asked if Jordan would dose 
the bridges between the two 
banks to prevent a possible 
Palestinian exodus from the West 
Bank and Gaza into Jordan, King 
Hussein said there is “no plan to 
cfore foe bridges and I hope there 
will never be a reason for that.” 
He said the situation of the 
refugees would be addressed 
rapidly and Jordan will be invited 
to these discussions. 

“Any solution will have to 
address the rights of all,” the 



officials were this 
week quoted as saying that 
246,000 Palestinian refugees set- 
tled m Jordan in 1967, and 57,000 
others came to Jordan in 1968 
and remained here after Israel 
refused to allow them bade into 
tile occupied territories. 


The United States has re- 
portedly informed Jordan that 
Israel would allow the repatria- 
tion of 3,000 Palestinian refugees 
who came to Jordan in 1968, but 
Jordanian officials say Israel has 
not communicated this decision 
to the Kingdom. 

Addressing concerns that Jor- 
dan's role in the area cookl be 
reduced by foe Oslo accord, tbe 
King said: “Jordan cannot be' 
marginalised.” 

King Hussein told reporters' 
that it was premature to discuss 
tiie nature of future Jardanian- 
Palestinian relationship, which 
will be agreed upon when tbe 
Palestinians are free to choose 
what they want. 

In response to a question about 
possible confederation between 
Jordan and a- Palestinian entity, 
foe King said confederation can 
only be a matter of discussion and 
choice when people are free to 
decide freely what their future 
relation should be. 

However, foe King said that 
Jordanian-Palestinian ties will be 
strong and “will bufld upon that 
(which) have lasted over so many 
years regardless of tbe negative 
aspects that might have affected 
our relationship." 

He said the accord “will not 
cast any shadow" on the 
Jordanian-Palestinian rela- 
tionship. 

The King dismissed suggestions 
that Jordan has “ambitions” in 
the occupied territories, saying 
foe Only ambition it has is to help 
and support the Palestinian peo- 
ple. 

“In the past there has been 
suspicions of Jordan’s wishes and 
desires and may be even ambi- 
tions (in tiie occupied territor- 
ies),” foe King said. 

“Our ambition has only been 
one, and that is to help foe people 
of Palestine regain foeir rights on 
their legitimate soil. We are the 
closest to them,” foe King said. 

Asked if the Palestinian accord 
satisfactory answers to foe 
lal status of the occupied terri- 
tories, the King said: “Hie strug- 
gle has been a long one.... we 
have tbe ability to look back and 
to look forward. If we look back 


we see we look at many, 
lost opportunities. If we loot 
forward we look to hope that 
out of n 


things will change out of realis- 
tion of people on both side of tbe 
divide that tins cannot continue.” 

“Wars end with peace," he 
said, “struggle cannot continue 
indefinitely. This is the last 
chance." 

Urging an end to 
about foe accord, foe King 
Jordan accepts differences of 
opinion but mil not tolerate any 
threats to its national unity. 

Respondiim to a question on 
tiie fate of Jerusalem under the 
PLO-Israeli accord, the King said 
Jerusalem would continue to be a 
concern and that any solution to 
the Israeli occupation of tbe Holy 
City should assure the sovereign- 
ty of followers of tiie three reli- 


gions on their holy place. 
“Details have to be worked out 


but Jerusalem is obviously a very 
important dement in tiie whole 
equation,” the King said. 

Asked about Jordan's future 
role in Jerusalem, King Hussein 
said: “I don't want to open old 
wonnds... I believe that 
sovereignty over the holy places 
has to return to those who revere 
those places and who hold them 
in foeir beam.” 

The King said be does not have 
a blue prim or a plan that be can 
propose for the future of Jeru- 
salem but said he can suggest the 
“essentials.” 

“That is there is no way by 
which die holy places can be 
under the influence or the control 
of one side to the conflict.” 
The King said pre-1967 Jeru- 
salem is occupied territory and 
foe question is of Arab rights 
Over occupied Arab territories. 

“In the context of peace, we 
never visualised a city divided 
again.” he said. 

Speaking of Jordan's role in 
Jerusalem before the city was 
occupied by Israel in 1967, the 

S said: “When foe union ex- 
between the two banks, 
almost no Arab state recognised 
our sovereignty over Jerusalem.” 
The King explained that the 
Arab and international altitude 
pushed for the internationalisa- 


tion of Jerusalem. 

The King said an Arab summit 
was a necessity to examine tiie 
conditions of the Arab World, 
but added be has received no 
responses for his call for the 
convening of an Arab summit. 

HoweveT, he said that Jordan’s 
position was to discuss any tangi- 
ble progress in tbe peace process 
in an Arab summit which can 
debate it and “hopefully” give it 
its support. 

King Hussein said information 
relayed to him indicated that the 
U.S. administration was not also 
informed of the details of the 
PLO-Israeli accord before the 
plan was made public. 

“There has been something 
pretty substantial that has hap- 
pened or in the process of hap- 
pening,” the King said. 

“And I hope and pray that foe 
Palestinians... will demonstrate 
unity to enable positive, process 
towards what we have always 
been committed to: A just and 
lasting peace in this region." 

Noting that Jordan has recog- 
nised the FLO as the sole and 
legitimate representative of the 
Palestinian people since the 
Rabat summit in 1974, foe King 
said Jordan would continue to 


support foe PLO. 


have no right to either 
criticise the agreement or other- 
wise,” he said. “We have the 
right to continue on the path that 
we have chosen all along, and 
that is full support for foe sole 
legitimate representative of tbe 
Palestinian people and tbeir 
hopes and aspirations.” 

Even though he said he was 
“hurt” by the PLO for not con- 
sulting with him over the accord, 
the King said that “this is behind 
us now.” 

“I suppose if I did not have 
details so did not many others 
and so they were very confused 
and may be upset with form not 
substance,” King Hussein said. 

“And if I did not have all the 
details because of considerations 
and concern for the security of 
foe process, well, I suppose I 
cannot be any different from 
many other Palestinians who did 
not know about it,” the King 
said, adding that he was now 
aware of foe details of the agree- 
ment to foe most possible hunt. 




‘TRIUMPHANT’: Palesthifan leader Yasser Arafat 
Saturday «p«ii« to journalists announcing that he 
had won foe backing of the Central Committee of 
Fateh, tbe Palestine Liberation Orga- 


nisation (PLO) faction, for an accord on autonomy 
starting hi the Gaza Strip and West Bank town of 
Jericho after ■ «— of the co mm i tt ee ha Tunis 
(AFP photo) 


Damascus Ten want alternate 
leadership to replace Arafat 


By Mariam M. Shahfai 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — A group of 10 
Palestinian opposition parties, 
known as the Damascus Ten, 
has called for a popular confer- 
ence to elect a temporary 
Palestinian leadership to re- 
place foe Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) lead- 
ership. They say the PLO lead- 
ership is no longer “repre- 
sentative” of foe Palestinian 
people. 

Ibrahim Gbosheh, the Jor- 
dan based representative of the 
Islamic Resistance Movement 
(Hamas) told the press Satur- 
day that foe call to elect a 
“temporary alternative lead- 
ership,** by the group came at 
Friday night meeting in 
Damascus. 

Addressing a mess confer- 
ence here, Mr. Gbosheh and 
Hamas spokesman in Amman 
Mohammad Nazzal stopped 
short of calling for a military 
confrontation with Mr. Arafat. 

“We do not believe in assas- 
sinations,” Mr. Gbosheh said 
addressing journalists in both 
Arabic and English. “We be- 
lieve that with enough popular 
pressure against foe proposal 
’ the leadership will retreat from- 
its position.” 

The Damascus meeting 
came after more than a week 
of debate about the Gaza- 
Jericho first proposal and the 
surprise revelation that foe 
FLO had been holding secret 
meetings with Israeli officials 
since foe beginning of foe year. 

“The current PLO lead- 
ership no longer represents the 
wishes of the Palestinian peo- 
ple and tiie Jericbo-Gaza 
is a plan for Zionist i 


tiorr,” Mr. Gbosheh said. 

“This is tiie opinion not only 
of tbe Damascus Ten but also 
of the majority of Fateh mem- 
bers themselves. The PLO 
leadership is in tiie hands erf 
Arafat's Fateh wing and a 
small gro up called foe Abed 
Rabbo wing,” Mr. Gbosheh 
said. 

“This irfan win only benefit 
Israel. It deletes any mention 
of Jerusalem, gives the Palesti- 
nians no sovereignty over land 
and allows for control of less 
than two per cent of foe land of 
Palestine to the Palestinians.” 

“If the Israelis want to re- 
treat from Gaza it is because 
tbe armed resistance and the 
intifada has forced them to 
retreat, not through diploma- 
cy,” said Mr. Nazzal. 


Gbosheh. 

“The Palestinian police 
force has historic responsibili- 
ties towards its people. Let us 
hope they won’t let us down,” 
Mr. Nazzal said. 

The Jericbo-Gaza dan was 
part of a larger plan which also 
aims at “destroying the FLO 
by encouraging it to dissolve 
itself. “The current PLO lead- 
ership did what Israel (fid not 
do — it destroyed itself,” said 
Mr. Gbosheh. 


The use of violence or foe 
throat of a inter-Palestinian 
civil war was dismissed by the 
Hamas representatives as the 
“farthest thing from” their 
minds. “Our aim is the con- 
tinuity .of the fight against 
Israeli occupation — not foe 
PLO," said Mr. NazzaL 
The Hamas spokesmen said 
they would continue to support 
the intifada and armed resist- 
ance to counter-balance Mr. 
Arafat’s moves to render them 
“null and void.” Mr. Nazzal 
and Mr. Gbosheh expressed 
hope that an envisaged Palesti- 
nian police force would not be 
used against the Palestinian 


By committing itself to giv- 
ing up the armed smigrie and 
by announcing the PLO Char- 
ter null and void, the PLO was 
becoming a Palestinian party 
and giving up the aim of liber- 
ating Palestine, according to 
Mr. Ghosbeh. “They are li- 
quidating the PLO. and 
thousands of Palestinian in- 
stitutions.” 




fri response, foe 10 opposi- 
tion parties vowed to continue 
their struggle of liberation and 
insisted on foe right of foe 
Palestinians to return home. 
The right of return, embodied 
in U.N. Resolution 194, is be- 
lieved to have been ignored by 
tbe Jericbo-Gaza plan. 

Israeli settlements and Arab 
rights in Jerusalem have also 
been ignored, according to 
opponents of die plan. Even 
s u p p o rte rs of foe plan point 
out that too many points in foe 
plan are left open to inter- 
pretation. 


fe hope that Yasser Ara- 
fat and his group are not part 
of tbe international conspiracy 
to destroy fundamentalist Isla- 
mic groups and that this is not 
the real task of the Palestinian 
police force,” said Mr. 


Neither the Damascus meet- 
ing nor the Hamas spokesmen 
called on Mr. Arafat to resign. 
However, they did call on foe 
Palestinian peace negotiating 
team to withdraw from the 
peace talks immediately. 


Sept. 13 suggested for signing 
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he will announce foe PLO's en- 
tire recognition of the state of 
Israel,” said A1 Ahram A1 Massai 
Newspaper, quoting Palestinian 
sources. 

The PLO chief will also 
announce that the PLO has re- 
nounced “its policy of armed 
struggle and foe cancellation of 
certam points of tbe organisa- 
tion’s charter winch back violence 
against Israel,” die paper said. 

A few hours after tbe press 
conference, Israeli Prime Minis- 
ter Yitzhak Rabin will go on 
Israeli Television to announce 
“his country’s recognition of the 
PLO,” tbe paper said. 

Mr. Rabin will also say that 
“direct meeting will take place 
between Israeli officials and PLO 
leaders” and that PLO officials 
wifi be allowed to enter the occu- 
pied territories to talk with Israeli 
officials about issues relating to 


die autonomy accord, it added. 

PLO officials gave no immedi- 
ate confirmation of such a scenar- 
io which tbe newspaper said was 
arranged through a third party 
that was not identified. 

Norway mediated at least 14 
secret meetings between PLO 
and Israeli officials that resulted 
in the draft peace accord. 

Mr. Holst, who also met Mr. 
Peres on Friday nudit, told Ren- 
ters from Paris: “We have talks 
with many.” He declined to make 
any farther comment.” 


Gaza deveftopmeut 


Mr. Peres and U.N. Secretary- 
General Boutros Ghali Saturday 
discussed bow to boost the econo- 
mic development of die impover- 
ished Gaza Strip and Jericho, 
spokesman said. 

“They looked at ways and 


means of reinforcing help to 
Palestinians in Gaza and Jericho 
through UNRWA (the U.N. Re- 
lief Agency for Palestinian Re- 
fugees) and through foe U.N. 
Development Programme,” a 
spokesman for Dr. Ghali told 
reporters. 

Israeli officials said Mr. Peres 
told the U.N. chief that Israel 
greatly appreciated the work 
done by u.N. agencies in Gaza, 
and it hoped to see such involve- 
ment increase. 

He said an offer aired by Dr. 
Ghali Friday to send peacekeep- 
ing troops to the Gaza Strip and 
Jericho following an Israeli with- 
drawal was not discussed. 

An Israeli embassy spokesman, 
confirming that foe issue of send- 
ing U.N. peacekeepers to Gaza 
was not discussed with Dr. Ghali, 
added however that Mr. Peres 
was questioned later on foe sub- 
ject by an Israeli radio reporter. 

Mr. Peres told the reporter 
Israel would handle its own secur- 
ity.” foe spokesman, said. 


Thousands of Israelis march 


( Contin ued from page 1) 


ation warned Saturday that 
sy returned to power they 
would not honour Israeli commit- 
ments to the Palestinians. 

Ariel Sharon, a leading figure 
in tbe opposition Likud bloc, said 
Likud and other opposition par- 
ties should “declare that they will 
not honour... agreements that 
endanger Israel’s existence.” 

Mr. Sharon, tbe architect of 
the 1992 invasion of Lebanon 
aimed at driving out the PLO, 
said Mr. Arafat should be tried as 
a war criminal. “There is no one 
since tbe time of the Nazis who 
spilled as much blood of Jewish 
civilians as Mr. Arafat," Mr. 
Sharon told army radio. 

Likud party leader Binyamin 
Netanyahu also suggested that a 
Likud government would not 
honour agreements with the 
PLO. 

■ “We know with whom we are 
dealing, with a group that never 


honoured any agreement it 


signed. And if this will happen 
here, and I’m convinced it will. 


tilis will certainly not oblige Israel 
to honour agreements that were 
broken,” Mr. Netanyahu told the 
radio. 

But Mr. Sharon and Mr. 
Netanyahu said opponents of the 
deal should not break foe law, 
saying violent resistance could 
break apart the country. 

EKyakim Haetzni, a Jewish 
West Bank settler and former 
member of parliament, said this 
has already happened. 

“It is a process of two different 
nations crystallising inside the 
Israeli people,” Mr. Haetzni said 
on Israel radio. “For one tenth it 

peace, for foe other it is war, 
for one tenth it is a breakthrough, 
for tbe other it is a retreat, for 
one tenth Arafat is a new friend, 
for the other he is a mortal 
enemy.” 

Mr. Husseini told a gathering 
of about 1.500 in Beit Sahour, 
near Bethlehem, the autonomy 
deal marked the beginning of a 
new era. 


of Palestinian rights. Now the 
real political struggle begins.” 
Mr. Husseini said he believed 
the approximately 800,000 
Palestinians who fled the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip in Arab- 
Israeli wars since 1948 would be 
allowed to return home. 


Onr right of return will be 
implemented in the Palestinian 
state, which means that people 
who left in ‘67 will come back m 
foe initial period of two or three 
years." 

The Organisation of tbe Isla- 
mic Conference (OIC) Saturday 

? ^“8 to ** ferael*- 
PLO deal. 


‘ft’s a 


step 


die implementation 


__ 'fh® OIC secretary-general 

A1 Ghabid, has welcomed 
** pn^sss made... on Paiesfo 

K5L** * Gaza and 
rSrPL a stt»ment by foe 
Jeddah-based OIC said. 

Dr. Ghabid described “the m- 
tenm arrangements as bold fim 
steps towards ichievmg the goal 
“^teprehenave settle- 
ment which wonld result in the 

from Ai Qudb 
AI SJiaxrf and all occupied Paiesti- 
mzn and Arab territories.” 



Gutsy woman stops * 
man’s suicide bid .* 


BRISTOL. England (AP) — A 
rw she per- 


Sports teacher totd bow r . 
suadod a suicidal man off a bridge 
— after bok&ig onto him by one 
hand as he swung 260 feet (80 
metres) over foe River Avon 
Angela • Stratford, 27, an avid 
bimjee- jumper and amateur pa- 
rashutist, said she spotted the 
unidentified man clambering over 
the railings of tbe Clifton Suspen- 
sion Bridge in Bristol. 100 miles } 
(160 kms) west of London, about i 
3:15 p.m. (GMT 1115) Thursday. ? 
Ms. Stratford said she ignored 
police shouts to stay away and i 
began talking to foe middle-aged 
man, who acted “really aggrev J 
ave." “The first thing I said was/-* 
‘life is too precious, ”* she said. “I 
got closer and closer and saw that 
he kept leaning back, holding cm 
with only one hand, which upset 
me.” Ms. Stratford gradually per- 
suaded foe man — who bad been 
standing with two bridge bolts 
banier and grab on to her land. tot dm 
he jumped off. Ms. Stretford held 
jumped off. Ms. Stratford held. 
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tight even though, she said. “I 
had just put on hand cream ana 
my hands were really sweaty.,’ 


“My land really hurt. Fve only 
got skinny wrists but I managed 
to ding on. There was no way I 
was going to let him go,” she 
said. She noticed he was wearing 
a cross and told - him “God didn't 
want him to do tins.” After much 
debate the man' relented and 
climbed back over the barrier^ 
collapsing in her arms about 5:30 
p.m. (1630 GMT). 


Clinton redecorates 
Oval Office 


WASHINGTON (R) — Presi- 
dent Bill Clinton has put his murk 
on the Oval Office — replacing 
foe subtle shades in foe room 
with striking tones of red, white, 
blue and gold. The White Hoise 
offered reporters the first glimpse 
of foe redecorated White Hoote 
office that has come to symbolise 
foe presidency and the character 
of each president. The renovation 
is part of the White House re- 
modeling project expected to cost 
about $400,000 according to Lisa 
secretary fpr first 
Rodham CSinton. 
“There was restoration work that 
needed to be done,” said Ms. 
Caputo, noting that “the last one 
that took place was during the 
Reagan administration," soon af- 
ter Ronald Reagan assumed 
office in January 1981. The most 


striking changels a new rug de- 
ntil 13 colours, to repre- 


sign ed with 
sent tiie 13 original American 
colonies. It has a deep blue field 
emblazoned with a presidential 
seal encircled with 50 white stars. 


Police use robot 
to standoff 
with killer 


GREENBELT, Maryland (AFP) 
— Police here sent a robot to root 
out an armed man who had holed 
himself up in his apartment after 
allegedly shooting his girlfriend 
to death. Authorities called in the 
metre-high (three foot) remote-; -i 
controlled robot Thursday after ■ 
they were unable to end their 
five-hour stand-off with Craig 
Smith, 22, who allegedly killed 
his girlfriend with a shotgun and 
sexually assaulted her friend. The 
robot entered the apartment 
transmitting the scene bade to 
police by video and found Smith 
hiding underneath a pile of clo- 
thing, stiD clutching the shotgun-' 
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The robot’s mechanical daws pul- 

wfaen 


led the clothing away and i 

Smith attempted to cover 
again, foe robot used a high- 
pressure water gun to disarm 
him. Police then burst in and 
arrested Smith. Tbe police had 
borrowed the 217-kilo (480- 
pound) robot from foe Fire De- 
partment which uses it to disman- 
tle explosives. 


Retired gardener 
strikes it rich 
with Roman coins 


LOWESTOFT, En gland (R) __ 
A retired gardener who unco- 
vered a Roman treasure trove 
Friday looked set to become a 
multi- mi l li o n aire after a court 
ruled that lie should be rewarded 
from public funds for his find. 
Eric Lawes, 70, said he disco- 
vered foe treasure last Nowmbeu 
while searching with a metal da- , 
tector for lost tools at a farm neauv 
Lowestoft, an eastern Eagfeadf 
coastal, town. He said heffiled 
two bags with foe emus before 
reporting the find to the farmer. 
Police and archaeologists arrived 
at the site and within 24 brans 
extracted 14,780 coins — 565 of 
them gold, 14,191 silver and 24 
bronze. The Lowestoft court 
ruled that tiie find was “treasure 
troved, meaning it was foe prop- 
erty of foe nation but tbe finder 
must be rewarded with a sum 
ejjual to foe value of the find.. 
Experts said the coins, as well as 
a number erf spoons, bracelets 
and other items, were probably 
boned around 450 AJ>. as the 
Romans retreated from Britain- 



